Landfill Graveyard ■ Animal Rights ■ Enola Gay Resurrected 

) THE AMERICAN C www.iegion.c 






fat* fr&ft /-&m& 



VETERANS DAY 2003 






' Duke Habernickel, Pres. 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Peckville, PA 18452 



Haas? tassas 

NOW ^ 



* 

2 for 55.40 

3 for 80.75 



Soft but tough 
leather-like uppers 




Thermolite® y \ 

\nc*f > 



^ high performanj 
thermal insulation 

Plush acrylic 
^fleece lining 



A 



Imported 



3 Thermolite® layers 
beat the cold! 



But these boots are more than 
just warm — they're handsome 
too, with a dual-textured upper 
& classy ornament. So versatile, 
they're never out of place at 
any casual or dress occasion! 
Slip resistant traction-tread soles 
help keep you secure in those 
icy situations. Man-made uppers 
wipe clean easily. Order today! 



I Haband 1600 Pennsylvania Ave., Peckville, PA 18452 

I Send boots. I enclose $ purchase price plus $4.95 

i toward postage. GA residents add sales tax 



1-800-543-4810 



D Widths: 7 7 1 /2 8 8 1 /2 
9 9 1 /2 10 10 1 /2 11 12 13 

*EEE Width 

(just $3 more per pair): 

8 8 1 /2 9 9 1 /2 
10 10 1 /2 11 12 13 



© 


7EX-45902 


WHAT 
SIZE? 


WHAT 
WIDTH? 


HOW 
MANY? 




2W 












1X_ 












4A 












Card # 



Mr. Mrs. Ms. 
Address 



. Apt. # . 



City & State _ 



.Zip. 



100% Satisfaction Guaranteed or Full Refund of Purchase Price at Any Timer 



■ THE AN 



AMERICAN 




OF MICE 40 
AND MEN lO 



85TH NATIONAL OH 
CONVENTION 



WINGS OF yi Q 
VICTORY 



region 

November 2003 g W For God and Country 

Vol. 155, No. 5 ^L^^M 



14 God Giveth, the ICC Taketh Away 

Virginia Sen. George Allen fears a world court would strip rights 
from American military personnel. 

18 Animal Rights & Wrongs 

Animal extremist groups advocate guerrilla warfare against 
humanity. By Susan Katz Keating 

19 peta Gives Animals a voice 

Group seeks to grant animals greater protection under the law. 

By Kathy Guillermo 

24 A Final Resting Place 

Families of World Trade Center victims want to give 
loved ones proper burials. By Jackie Rothenberg 

26 The Commitment Continues 

VA health care, troops and the flag top the 
agenda at The American Legion's convention 
in St. Louis. By John Raughter 

44 The Birthplace 
of veterans Day 

Fifty years ago, one Kansas community 
gave America a new day for all 
who served. By JeffStoffer 

46 Shadow women 

Female spies have long been a part of 
U.S. espionage. By James V. Carroll 

48 'Let's Learn From It' 





After controversy and a lengthy restoration, 
the Enola Gay goes on display at the 
Smithsonian. By Matt Grills 



departments ! 
4 vet voice 

10 Commander's Message 

America's heart and soul 

12 Big issues 

Overturn FCC media rules? 



52 Under the Radar 

NATO vs. nature, a new Navy- 
Marine strike force and Internet 
voting for military personnel. 

54 Living well 

The thin French and diabetes 
prevention. 



COVER: Hospital Corpsman 1st 
Class Sylvia Wasden of Gulfport, 
Miss., is stationed in Iraq with Naval 
Mobile Construction Battalion 74. 
"I've been out here since October," 
Wasden says. "I'm very proud of what 
we have been doing." NMCB-74 is 
conducting mission-oriented tasks in 
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

Aaron Ansarov/U.S. Navy/ZUMA Press 



58 Legion News 

American Legion Baseball 
champions, Scout support and 
Oratorical Contest participation. 

66 Comrades 
72 Parting Shots 




The American Legion Magazine, a leader among national general-interest publications, is published monthly by The 
American Legion for its 2.7 million members. These wartime veterans, working through 15,000 community-level posts, 
dedicate themselves to God and Country and traditional American values; strong national security; adequate and 
compassionate care for veterans, their widows and orphans; community service; and the wholesome development of 
our nation's youth. 



November 2003 


1 




The American Legion Magazine 



An Official Veterans Commemoratives Collectible Honoring Our True Heroes 



VIETNAM VETERANS 

MEMORIAL WAH KMFE 



22 kt. Gold-plated sculptured 
American Eagle 



Hand-finished stainless steel blade, 
engraved with your name and 
exclusive serial number 



Dramatic scene depicting 
the Vietnam Veterans A 
Memorial in vivid color //§ 



Crafted with polished 
and antiqued gold, silver 
and enameled finishes JrM 



.Vietnam Memorial Wall 



Hand-enameled 
f Vietnam Service 
Medal Ribbon with 
lustrous 22 kt. 
Gold Plating 



Unique feature: 

A piece of the same granite used in 
"The Wall" affixed to knife back 



ORDER FORM 



Knife shown approx. 
actual size of 7 1/4" (extended) 



MAIL TO: Vietnam Memorial Wall Knife, Veterans Commemoratives™ Order Center 
1250 Easton Road, Suite 290, Horsham, PA 19044 

□ YES. I wish to order the Vietnam Memorial Wall Knife, with my name and 
exclusive serial number engraved on the blade. 

I NEED SEND NO MONEY NOW. I will be billed for $ 39.50* when my knife 
is ready to be sent to me. I understand I may order only one knife. 

NAME TO ENGRAVE ON BLADE: 



I PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 



SIGNATURE, 



ALL ORDERS SUBJECT TO ACCEPTANCE 



SHIPPING ADDRESS: ALLOW4-6 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY. 

Name 



Address . 
City 



. State . 



. Zip 



Daytime Phone # (_ 



* PLUS $ 7.95 FOR ENGRAVING, SHIPPING AND HANDLING. 
PA RESIDENTS ADD 6% STATE SALES TAX. 



THE AN 

Le 



THE AMERICAN • 



gion 

M W For God and Country 



700 N. Pennsylvania St. 

P.O. Box 1055 
Indianapolis, IN 46206 

(317) 630-1200 
http://www.legion.org 



National Commander John A. Brieden III 
Published by The American Legion 

EDITORIAL 

Editor John Raughter 

Managing Editor Jeff Stoffer 
Contributing Editor Steve Brooks 
Assistant Editor James V. Carroll 

Assistant Editor Matt Grills 
Assistant Editor Elissa KaupiSCh 
Editorial Administrator Patricia Marschand 
General Administrator Brandy Ballenger 
General Administrator Robin Bowman 

GRAPHICS/PRODUCTION 

Graphics/Production Director Jon Reynolds 
Art Director Holly K. Soria 
Designer Douglas Rollison 
Designer King Doxsee 

ADVERTISING 

Advertising Director Diane Andretti 
Advertising Assistant Sara Palmer 
Advertising Assistant Leslie Hankins 

The American Legion Magazine 
P.O. Box 7068 
Indianapolis, IN 46207 

FOX ASSOCIATES, INC. 

Publisher's Representatives 

Chicago: (312) 644-3888 
New York: (212) 725-2106 

Los Angeles: (213) 228-1250 
Detroit: (248) 543-0068 
Atlanta: (404) 497-7690 

San Francisco: (415) 989-5804 

THE AMERICAN LEGION 

MAGAZINE COMMISSION 
Dennis J. Henkemeyer, Chairman, Sauk Rapids, MN; 
Samuel Barney, Vice Chairman, Lancaster, OH; Charles 
E. Hartman, National Commander's Representative, 
Eau Claire, PA; James J. Charleston, Consultant, Island 
Lake, IL. Commission Members: Harold F. Arnold, 
Statesboro, GA; J.O. Berthelot, Gonzalez, LA; Vincent 
E. Blank, Vinton, IA; James P. Comiskey, Pittsburgh, PA; 
Donald R. Conn, South Bend, IN; James W. Conway, 
Charlestown, MA; Bettylou Evans, Laurel, DE; Philip B. 
Finley, Colby, KS; James Hall, Hopewell, NJ; Theodore 
Hartmann, Smithton, IL; Hoy M. Haught, Huntsville, AR; 
Charles R. John, Duncan, OK; J. Fred Mitchell, Brewton, 
AL; Silas M. Noel, Frankfurt, KY; Everett G. Shepard III, 
Woodstock, CT; George G. Sinopoli, Fresno, CA; Robert 
E. Vass Sr., Huntington, WV; Frank C. Ward, Greenville, 
SC. NEC Liaison Committee: William W. Kile, Chairman, 
Petersburg, WV; Alfred Pirolli, Philadelphia, PA; Marco A. 
Valenzuela, Tempe, AZ; William E. Wilkin, Rialto, CA. 

Copyright 2003 by The American Legion 
The American Legion (ISSN 0886-1234) is published 
monthly by The American Legion, 5745 Lee Road, India- 
napolis, IN 46216. Periodicals postage paid at Indianapolis, 
IN 46204 and additional mailing offices. Annual non- 
member and gift subscriptions, $15 ($21, foreign); post- 
sponsored and widows' subscriptions, $6; single copy, 
$3.50. Member annual subscription price $3.00, which 
is included in annual member dues. POSTMASTER: Send 
address changes to The American Legion, Data Services, 
P.O. Box 1954, Indianapolis, IN 46206. Internet address: 
http://www.legion.org. 

Change of Address: Notify The American Legion, Data 
Services, P.O. Box 1954, Indianapolis, IN 46206. (317) 
860-3111. Attach old address label, provide old and new 
addresses and current membership card number. 
Canada Post International Publications Mall (Canadian 
Distribution) Sales Agreement No. 546321. Re-entered 
second-class mail matter at Manila Central Post office 
dated Dec. 22, 1991. 



Printed in USA 

Member Audit Bureau of Circulations 



VISIT VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES™ ONLINE AT WWW.VETC0M.COM 



Revel in the beauty 
of nature on the 
wings of eagles! 



Freedom's 
Flight" 




Features artist 
Larry Martin's 
eagle portraits on 
the outstretched 
wings of a fully- 
sculptural eagle 



From its intricately 
etched feathers to its 
powerful talons, eve 
fine detail of the ea A 
is meticulously 
hand-crafted 



Soar on the wings of liberty 

Few wonders inspire the human spirit more than the sight of the 
magnificent bald eagle in flight. The embodiment of unrestrained freedom, 
the eagle reigns supreme in the skies above its vast kingdom. Now a 
collectible celebrates the beauty of nature on the outstretched wings of a 
hand-crafted eagle. 

"Freedom's Flight" invites you to watch as this regal bird soars and dives in a 
display of grace and power. Hand-crafted of crystalline — a unique combination 
of resin materials chosen for its brilliance and clarity — the sculpted eagle 
features the vivid artwork of Larry K. Martin upon its wings. Demand is expected 
to be strong, so if you wish to obtain it at its $39-95 issue price, act now. 



Shown much smaller than actual 
height of appr. 11" (27,9 cm), 
including base. 
Completely self-standing. 



collectiblestoday. com 

Home of The Bradford Exchange and All Things Collectible 



©2003 BGE 58440-BD 



THE BRADFORD EXCHANGE 

9345 Milwaukee Avenue Niles, IL 60714-1393 

™|^^^- OF COLLECTING® 

YES- Please enter my order for "Freedom's Flight." I understand I need SEND NO 
MONEY NOW. I will be billed $39.95* when my collectible is shipped. 
Limit: one per order. Please Respond Promptly 

Mr. Mrs. Ms. 

Address 



Name (Please Print Clearly) 



City _ 
State 



.Zip. 



Signature 

58440-E94991 

*Plus a total of $5.99 postage and handling. Illinois residents add state sales tax. Pending credit approval . Limited- 
edition presentation restricted to 295 casting days. Self-standing. Prices higher in Canada. Allow 4-6 weeks for 
delivery. 



vet voice! 



Evenhanded treatment 

The September issue, beginning with National 
Commander Ron Conley's message, is the most 
evenhanded and informative commentary on 
the Vietnam War published. Every public 
library should maintain a copy in its archives. 

-Jerome D. Cohen, Brooklyn, NY. 




Sheer speculation 

The American Legion Magazine 
repeats an incorrect mantra: 
anything less than support at 
home is a disservice to the men 
and women of the armed forces 
that can, and did, cost lives. No 
evidence has been produced that 
questioning government policy 
led to a single American casualty 
in Vietnam. 

- William D. Mayers, Canastota, NY. 

Family treasure 

I just received your special issue, 
"Vietnam Remembered." I can't 
think of anything more important 
in my family's life right now. We 
are struggling with the loss of my 
husband this year due to Agent 
Orange exposure that caused lung 
cancer. This issue will be placed 
with my husband's awards and 
certificates, so that when his son 
is old enough he will be able to 
read about the war his father 
fought and for which he received 
the Bronze Star and Purple Heart 
- the war that ultimately took his 
life. Thank you. 

- Wendy R. Gold bar, Alton, Mo. 

Tearful tribute 

I had cried three times in my 
life: after my father died, after my 
mother died, and when we ended 
our war in Vietnam. Now comes 
your special issue, "Vietnam 
Remembered." I cried again. 
Thank you for this tribute. 

-Gregory James, Daly City, Ga. 

Truth be told 

My husband and two brothers 
served in country. One brother 
died from Agent Orange. When 
my husband returned, he was 
spat on and called ugly names. He 
never talked about it until our 
daughter left for the first Gulf 
War. I hope many people will 
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read your magazine and learn the 
truth about what really happened 
in Vietnam. 

- Fran Chafin, Algood, Tenn. 

Permanent pain 

I would like to thank you for 
"Vietnam Remembered." The 
photos and articles are the best I 
have ever seen. Being a disabled 
Vietnam War veteran, I appreciate 
how you are keeping alive the 
memories of those who gave all 
for their country and those of us 
who were crippled from our 
wounds. I believe Americans need 
to know the truth about Vietnam. 
Many of us were spat on, called 
"baby killers" and even beaten 
when we came home. We were 
treated as though we wanted the 
war, when in fact the majority of 
us had never heard of Vietnam. 

Although for many of us it has 
been 35 or more years since we 
returned, the pain is still in our 
hearts and shall remain for the 
rest of our lives. We only did 
what we were ordered to do, and 
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publication. Be sure to include your 
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All letters are subject to editing. 
Send your opinions to: 
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P.O. BOX 1055 
Indianapolis, IN 46206 

You also can contact us 
directly via e-mail or through 
the World Wide Web: 
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it cost the lives of more than 
58,000 of our country's young 
men and women. 

- Michael C. Merrill, Alpine, Calif. 

Hollywood spin 

Susan Katz Keating's article, 
"Debunking the Myths," is 
excellent. Having proudly served 
with the 25th Infantry Division, I 
was appalled by the negative 
portrayal of the unit in "Platoon." 
Evidently, Oliver Stone did this to 
appease his cast. He made sure 
the unit was easily identifiable by 
frequently focusing the camera 
on the "Tropic Lighting" patch of 
the 25th Infantry Division. His 
distortion of the truth debases the 
American soldiers who fought the 
war with honor. 

- Charles Lasher, Versailles, Ky. 

Rank oversight 

In the subheadline to "Vietnam's 
'Ma' Barker," you identify Navy 
ICU nurse Ann Barker as a "lieu- 
tenant colonel." The Navy does not 
have such a rank. Barker's rank 
was appropriately "lieutenant 
commander." 

Please continue to publish an 
excellent magazine. 

- Richard Callan, Centennial, Colo. 

Editor's note: The error was made 
in editing, not by author Marga- 
rette Chavez. 

Freedom of speech 

I was appalled and deeply 
offended by the shabby treatment 
of Sen. John F. Kerry in the 
September issue. He served two 
voluntary tours in Vietnam and 
received the Silver Star, Bronze 
Star, three Purple Hearts and 
appropriate campaign medals. His 
views on the war were, and still 
are, validated by many who were 
there. No one suggests, nor did 
he, that all soldiers abused drugs 
and committed atrocities, but 
there is substantial evidence that 
such abuses occurred and were 
documented by witnesses. 

Kerry deserves an apology for 
implying that he was like Jane 
Fonda. Such inferences can be 
drawn by your article, listing him 
among the more well-known 
dissenters. 
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We would all do well to remem- 
ber that criticism of government 
policies is not treason. It's called 
freedom of speech and every 
citizen's constitutional right and 
duty. Kerry, like most of his fellow 
Vietnam veterans, served with 
honor and distinction. He and all 
of them deserve our eternal 
gratitude for sacrificing their own 
priorities to serve a cause greater 
than self. If Kerry's criticism 
rankled some, remember that he 
has paid the price to dissent. 

- M. G. Johaneen, Annapolis, Md. 

Name the names 

The September issue of The 
American Legion Magazine was a 
stunning eye opener. Thank you 
for setting the record straight and 
exposing the left in its own words. 

One can only wonder at the 
likes of George McGovern, who 
must believe we are all morons 
who weren't paying attention in 
the '70s. McGovern tells us he 
was right and Nixon was wrong - 
there was no domino effect, if you 
don't count Laos and Cambodia. 
There was no blood bath - if you 
don't count the killing fields, the 
slave-labor camps, reeducation 
camps and millions of fleeing 
refugees. 

As with our modern-day neo- 
Nazis, who vehemently deny 
Hitler's holocaust, today's leftists 
deny the evil perpetrated by the 
communists they helped to 
victory and continue to support 
(normalize relations). 

The main difference between 
the neo-Nazis and the communist 
apologists is the neo-Nazis did 
nothing to bring Hitler to power 
or sustain his evil government. 
Our modern-day leftists worked 
tirelessly during the war in 
Southeast Asia and ever since to 
prop up a government that to this 
day holds its people in slavery 
and in fact is in the slave-trade 
business. 

Vietnamese Americans continue 
to pay the Vietnamese government 
for every exit visa for their rela- 
tives. This didn't stop the John 
Kerrys and Bill Clintons from 
normalizing relations. To legiti- 
mize the government responsible 
for the Hue City massacre was to 
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legitimize their own actions in 
support of that government. 

As for John Kerry, what an 
expose! This man, in 1971 claimed 
to have taken the confessions of 
more than 150 psychopathic rapists 
and murderers and done nothing 
with these confessions. 

If these 150 "vets" weren't 
complete frauds, then he had a 
legal and moral obligation to go to 
the proper military authorities 
and offer to testify against these 
people. Then again, throughout 
his statement, he continuously 
uses the pronoun "we." 

"We learned the meaning of 
free-fire zones, shooting anything 
that moved." 

Who was in command of John 
Kerry's vessel, the boatswain's 
mate? If he and his crew fired on 
anything that moved, the decision 
was his and his alone. One need 
not guess at his choice - he asks a 
merciful God to wipe away the 
memories of his service. 

I, too, served in a free-fire zone 
in Northern I Corps in late '66 and 
'67. I take great umbrage at his 
statement that officers at all levels 
of command were aware of these 
atrocities. 

I served with 3 BN, 26th Ma- 
rines. My battalion executive 
officer was Maj. Carl Mundy, later 
to become Commandant of the 
Marine Corps. He can be seen in 
the book, "Lima Six" (R.D. Camp & 
Eric Hammel) holding a young 
Vietnamese girl. God help anyone 
who tried to hurt her or any other 
child. My company commander, 
Richard Sesek, who gave his life 
for the Vietnamese people, ex- 
plained to us on our first day in 
country, the penalty for killing a 
water buffalo - about a month's 
pay. He didn't have to mention the 
penalty for killing innocent 
civilians. My platoon commander, 
Jerry Flick, who was horribly 
wounded, warned us against firing 
unless fired-upon first, or we could 
plainly see weapons. My platoon 
sergeant, Staff Sgt. Kamai, a 
Hawaiian native, told us to act like 
Marines in the villages, take 
nothing and harm no one. My 
squad leader, John W. Todd of 
Memphis, Tenn., made it plain he'd 
"plant a big boot in a bad place" if 



we did not obey all these orders. 

Now I have named names, 
dates, times and places. I chal- 
lenge John Kerry to do the same. 
Who are these criminals? Should 
we simply look at the roster of 
Vietnam Veterans against the 
War? Did John Kerry not back Bill 
Clinton in joining the Internation- 
al Criminal Court? There should 
be no statute of limitations on his 
actions or those of his 150-plus 
buddies. He should pack up his 
list of names and head for the 
Hague. The only honorable thing 
this man did was to lead his band 
of frauds and liars, or war crimi- 
nals, whichever, to the White 
House to throw away their 
medals. Medals are for soldiers, 
not war criminals. 

I hate to think of any of these 
heathens wearing the same 
medals as heroes. If he condemns 
the nation that treated My Lai 
lightly, should not the nation 
condemn the man who holds the 
names of more than 150 psycho- 
pathic criminals who murdered, 
raped, and tortured on a daily 
basis? How many My Lais does 
that add up to? 

While John Kerry prays God 
erases the memory of his service 
and his actions, I pray God never 
lets me forget the short time I was 
privileged to walk with heroes, 
led by men of honor. 

- Lome LeMieux, Strykersville, N.Y. 

waste of space 

You wasted an entire page in 
the September issue when you 
included Hanoi Jane. Next time, if 
you can find nothing else to put 
on a page, leave it blank. I have 
shredded the entire magazine. 

- waiter E. Pierce Jr., Kingsport, Tenn. 

McGovern's hypocrisy 

I read with great interest George 
McGovern's article, in which he 
repeats the same fallacies made 
by the antiwar movement during 
the Vietnam War. We did not lose 
the war because Ho Chi Minh and 
his men "remained to the end 
popular heroes fighting for 
national independence." We lost it 
because of poor leadership and 
idiotic restrictions placed on our 
fighting men. The South Vietnam- 
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ese may not have been perfect, 
but as events after April 30, 1975, 
have indicated, the North Viet- 
namese were far worse. 

If Ho and his men were popular 
heroes, why did the South Viet- 
namese fail to rally to Ho's cause 
during the Tet Offensive? During 
the communist occupation of Hue, 
at least 2,000 people were execut- 
ed by Ho's "popular heroes," a 
preview of what things would be 
like under communist rule. 

McGovern also takes a cheap 
shot at Richard Nixon. President 
Nixon reduced our role through 
the Vietnamization program, 
continued the November 1968 
bombing halt implemented by 
Lyndon Johnson and attempted to 
bring peace through negotiations. 
Basically, Nixon inherited the 
Vietnam disaster from Johnson. It 
was the North Vietnamese spring 
offensive in April 1972 that 
brought about a resumption in the 
bombing of North Vietnam, as 
well as the mining of Haiphong 
Harbor. This renewed bombing 
effort, Linebacker I, was instru- 
mental in the defeat of the North 
Vietnamese offensive. This 
bombing effort was strongly 
condemned by George McGovern 
and the antiwar movement. 

Amazingly, McGovern served as 
a bomber pilot during World War 
II. If he hated war and the killing 
of civilians, which happened 
numerous times in World War II, 
he should have resigned. 

-Joe Domhan, Lindenhurst, N.Y. 

Not his St Paul 

Philip Gutzman's article "Thun- 
der From the Sea" is not fully 
correct. The USS St Paul CA 73 
was a heavy cruiser with nine 8- 
inch guns; she was not a guided 
missile light cruiser with 6-inch 
guns. We who served aboard the 
St. Paul were proud of her, as she 
was a fine ship. 

- Thomas P. Staiger, Las Vegas 

Act of God 

Adm. James Stockdale is a great 
American, but your profile ("Hero 
of the Hanoi Hilton") overlooks an 
important point. When he slit his 
wrists to kill rather than dishonor 
himself, his captors saved him 
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because - some months prior - 
Stockdale's wife and the wives of 
other POWs had organized to put 
pressure on the North Vietnamese 
by "going public" about the 
torture. They broke ranks with 
Nixon and Kissinger, who wanted 
them to remain silent. 

The women went to Paris to 
picket the peace talks and speak 
to the world press about North 
Vietnam's inhumane treatment of 
POWs and violation of the Geneva 
Convention just as Stockdale 
attempted suicide. Their presence 
was a terrible embarrassment to 
Hanoi. If Stockdale had died, the 
North Vietnamese would have 
looked bad. 

Stockdale didn't know any of 
this until after his release. But 
the timing of events was so 
fortuitous it qualifies as an act of 
God, the same sort our founders 
saw time after time when things 
seemed hopeless for American 
independence. 

-John W. White, Cheshire, Conn. 

History made clear 

Your September edition is the 
first I've read cover to cover 
because of your masterful han- 
dling of the Vietnam issue. The 
articles were eloquently written by 
people who fought the good fight 
with both hands tied in red tape. 
You were even fair enough to give 
McGovern and Kerry a chance to 
whimper again for political 
motives. Glad you didn't print 
Jane Fonda's "sort-of" apology. 

"My Most Vivid Memories of 
Vietnam," written by the troops in 
the trenches, was so poignant it 
brought tears to my eyes. What a 
shame their suffering and sacri- 
fices for a worthy cause were 
misunderstood because of the 
media and campus protests. I 
hope the issue puts the muddled 
history of Vietnam in proper 
perspective for all fair-minded 
Americans, so those who fought 
can walk tall with pride knowing 
they did their duty. 

- Ed Michais, Glen Eliyn, III. 

A larger war 

The September issue is an 
outstanding affirmation of what 
America stands for: freedom. 



National Commander Ronald F. 
Conley is so right in wanting to 
set the record straight. You've 
done it with this special issue. 

I'm a World War II veteran, and 
my oldest son served his country 
honorably in Vietnam. Sadly, he 
met with much hostility from 
antiwar groups when he re- 
turned. It's not that they were 
against war in general as much as 
they were against this particular 
war, which fought communism. It 
brought out the true colors of 
numerous college "professors" 
who'd been advocating national 
socialism for decades. 

In World War II, it was good to 
fight Germany and Japan. Many of 
these intellectuals were hesitant, 
though, to look at the Soviet Union 
as an even greater enemy of 
freedom. Hitler's holocaust should 
never be forgotten. But too often, 
biased historians overlook the mass 
starvation of millions of Ukrainians 
confined to Soviet-run "farms." 

Fortunately, the public re- 
bounded for America's bicenten- 
nial in 1976. Most Americans love 
their country and pledge alle- 
giance to it. 

- Don Backe, Crawfordsviiie, Ind. 

The things I learned 

I served seven years active-duty 
Army as a combat medic (1994- 
2001). I met and served with a 
few Vietnam veterans. As senior 
officers and senior NCOs these 
guys did it right the first time. 
Now that I'm in the civilian 
sector, I look back and realize the 
things I learned from them. The 
September issue was great. 

- Josh Lopez, Marshall, Texas 

Nothing funny about it 

I just finished this great special 
issue. I read it in one sitting. It 
touched. It gave. It showed. I was 
exhausted. I visited the boy who 
never came back and the ones 
who did - the husbands, fathers, 
brothers and others who live 
many lives today. Then I thought, 
yes, maybe the wounds are 
healed. So I searched for the light 
and funny side. There was none 
in this issue. Maybe, indeed, it 
does not belong. 

- Yvonne Smith, Egan, La. 



The American Legion Magazine 



Beautiful Classic Cars In Stunning Detail At Prices That Will Make Everyone A Collector. Once 
again The National Motor Museum Mint™' is offering to the American public valuable detailed die-cast 
cars at giveaway prices. Our low introductory 
prices will offer collectors of fine automobiles the 
world's most beautiful classic cars. 
Working with some of the world's most talented 
tool and die makers, The National Motor Museum 
Mint™ has created authentic replicas in precision detailing 
that has made us the leading seller of beautiful and valuable 
1:32 scale die-cast cars in America. Check out our detailing: hoods open, doors open, detailed 
engines, rubber tires plus much more. 



Hurry, order the car or cars of your dreams now. Whether your favorites are Classic Fords, Chevys, 
or other great cars, you will find them in our large selection. It is truly a revolution in valuable 

'ie-cast collecting. Cars selling by 
others from $40 up 
to $150 are now 
offered to you in 
1:32 size scale for 

From The National Motor Museum Mint™ only $10 each. Since all of our models 

authorized and licensed by America's great 





The SS-IOO 
(Standard Swallow) 
Roared Up To 
100 Miles 
Per Hour! 
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Amazing 
Detail on 
All Cars!/ 



car makers, you are assured of a true authentic collectible which should increase in value. 
For your protection you will also receive a Certificate of Authenticity with each model. 




The King Of The 
Classics — The 
Finest Thins On 
Four Wheels 



1934 Ford Fordor 




nc Millionth 
V-8 Ford 
With A New 
Sporty Styling 



Luxurious 
7-Passenger 
Car Used 
Mainly As 
A Limousine 



Ford Town Car 



ALL DIE-CAST REPLICAS HAVE: REAL OPERATING PARTS • PRECISION ENGINEERING • OPENING DOORS, HOOD • DETAILED ENGINES • SOLID DIE-CAST METAL 



Al Jolson's Car 
Was Dazzling 
As It Traveled 
The Streets 
Hollywood 




1935 Duesenberg and 1933 Cadillac Fleetwood 




OUR IRON-CLAD GUARANTEE 
Return privileges on these cars are forever. We will buy back any car at any time. We will pay you at least 
the price you paid. We will even pay more than the original price if the trading value of your car has risen. 



VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT: www.motormint.com 



CALL TOLL-FREE 1-888-215-6468 
Department COAU-0001 

MON-FRI, 9 AM-8 PM, Eastern Time; SAT & SUN, 9 AM-5 PM, Eastern Time 



FREE SHIPPING ON ORDERS OVER 4 CARS 



National Motor Museum Mint, Dept. COAU-0001 
22 South Smith St., Norwalk, CT 06855-1040 



Please send me the cars listed 
below on your money-back guar- 
antee less p&h. Order any car for 
$10 each. Add $5 p&hfor 
orders of less than 4 cars. 
PLEASE INDICATE QUANTITY BELOW: 

1939 SS-100 Jaguar 

1935 Duesenberg SSJ Roadster 

1928 Chevrolet Convertible 

1933 V-16 Cadillac Fleetwood 

1909 Ford Tourabout 

1949 XK-120 Jaguar 

1934 Ford Fordor 

1911 Ford Town Car 

Add $5 pfi>h for orders under 4 cars 



SAVE ON MULTIPLE ORDERS' 

□ Order any 4 cars for a total of $40, free postage. 

□ Order any 8 cars for a total of $80, free 
postage PLUS A FREE DIE-CAST CAR! 

CT residents please add 6% sales tax 

Enclosed is $ Check or Money Order 

OR Charge it: □ Visa □ MasterCard □ Amex □ Disc 



Acct # 

Name 

Address 

City 

E-mail Address_ 
Daytime Tel. # _ 



_Exp._ 



_State _ 



_Zi P _ 



commander's message 



America's heart and soul 




National 
Commander 
John A. Brieden III 



Chase Studios 



Vision is 
responsible 
for the 
Legion's 
legacy of 
success. 




The American Legion's enduring tradi- 
tion of national leadership in patriotism 
and veterans' advocacy was not achieved 
by accident. Year after year, decade after 
decade, that tradition has grown out of 
people like you and me, people who 
looked into the future and believed we 
could make a difference. That's vision. 

The Legion's founders certainly had it. 
When they came home from the Great War 
and discovered little cohesion among the 
bureaus and agencies assigned to deliver 
benefits and health care for those who had 
borne the battles, they foresaw a compre- 
hensive new agency: a national Veterans 
Administration. Thus, in 1930, after fierce 
lobbying, it came to be. 

Thirteen years later, Legionnaires 
foresaw the potential for economic catastro- 
phe with the return of American GIs after 
World War II. So, on a piece of stationery at 
the Mayflower Hotel in Washington, Past 
National Commander Harry Colmery jotted 
down the words that became the Service- 
men's Readjustment Act of 1944 - the GI 
Bill, which educated millions and propelled 
the American middle class. 

In the 1970s, Legion service officers and 
staff detected a link between Agent Orange 
and unique health problems among veter- 
ans who handled the defoliant during the 
Vietnam War. While a federal study on 
Agent Orange was spinning in its tracks, the 
Legion partnered with Columbia University 
to produce the seminal findings that 
brought national recognition, VA benefits 
and relief to thousands of veterans. 

The Legion's vision provides hope to 
children in need, healthy activities for 
youth, aid to military families struggling 
through long deployments, and pride for 
those serving their country today. It's all 
about vision, the kind of vision that makes 
the Legion the heart and soul of America. 

Legion Family Values. As I write this, 
American Legion membership is up about 
80,000 year to date. I believe that's be- 
cause thousands of young veterans have 
seen the Blue Star Banners hanging in 
their neighborhoods, the troop-support 
rallies in their town squares and the 
national media coverage of our efforts to 
improve VA health care. Our service is 
making big differences in America today, a 
time when our country needs us most. 

The American Legion must maintain 
momentum on many fronts, including: 



■ VA health care. Congress must be 
persuaded to shift VA health care from a 
discretionary to a mandatory appropria- 
tion, with expanded ability to bill and 
collect from Medicare. We also must fight 
to keep VA health-care facilities from 
closing on the basis of budget alone. And 
we must demand that all veterans in all 
priority groups have access to VA health 
care, as intended by the Veterans Health 
Care Eligibility Reform Act of 1996. 

■ Troop support. We must send our 
servicemembers off in proper celebration 
and welcome them home as heroes. While 
they are gone, it is up to the Legion to urge 
their employers to maintain pay and 
benefits. We need to activate the Family 
Support Network to assist their spouses 
and children during deployment. We also 
must insist that good job opportunities - 
through a vibrant, effective veterans- 
preference employment program - await 
those who return. 

■ End the "Veterans Disability Tax." 

Disabled military retirees must no longer 
be forced to fund their own DoD pensions 
by forfeiting dollars from their VA disability 
checks. This unfair, outdated tax on 
disabled veterans is a top Legion priority. 

■ The Child Welfare Foundation. In honor 
of its 50th anniversary this year, I challenge 
our posts to set the bar high and build up 
the fund that has delivered millions of 
dollars in grant money since 1954 to 
deserving youth organizations and causes. 

■ The National World War II Memorial 
Dedication. The American Legion will 
assume a leading role, both nationally and 
locally. Each post is urged to send at least 
one representative to the ceremony and to 
actively promote and participate in the 
associated Children's Miracle Network 
walk-a-thon. Legion posts throughout the 
country also will lead and coordinate 
special dedication-day observances in 
their own communities. 

■ The American Legacy Scholarship. 
Legionnaires must continue to lead local 
anniversary observances of Sept. 11, 2001, 
and build up the American Legacy Schol- 
arship fund for the children of military 
personnel who died that day and in action 
that followed. 

Above all else, The American Legion 
must perform as it has since 1919 - 
building on a tradition of excellence, with 
vision and confidence that each and every 
one of us can, and will, make a difference. 
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Shown larger to enhance intricate detail. 



Pride of the South 

CIVIL WAR RING 

Expertly crafted in sterling silver. 
Gleaming with accents 
of 24 karat gold. 



Presented by The Civil War Library & Museum and 
The Franklin Mint, this powerful tribute is masterfully 
crafted in solid sterling silver. Its compelling design is based 
on the Battle Flag of the South, artfully enhanced by an 
intricately sculptured rendering of a Bald Eagle. The unique 
shield design recalls the uniform buttons worn by Southern 
troops, and is complemented by the familiar crossed sabres of 
the cavalry. Richly accented with 
24 karat gold, and featuring the 
famed "Southern Cross." 

A compelling tribute to the 
heroes of the South. Order now! 

The Franklin Mint 
Sharing Your Passion For Collecting 





Please mail by November 30, 2003. 

The Franklin Mint 
Franklin Center, PA 19091-0001 

Please enter my order for the Pride of the South CMl War Ring , 
presented by The Civil War Library & Museum and The Franklin Mint. 
I need SEND NO MONEY NOW. I will be billed in 3 equal monthly installments 
of $45* each, with the first payment due prior to shipment. 



*Plus my state sales tax and a one-time shi 



g and handling charge of $5.95 per ring. 



SIGNATURE _ 



ALL ORDERS ARE SUBJECT TO ACCEPTANCE 



MR/MRS/MISS_ 
ADDRESS 



PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 



_APT. #_ 



CITY/STATE _ 



_ZIP_ 



TELEPHONE #(_ 
PLEASE INDICATE RING SIZE: 



Quick Order # 24377-25-001 

(Available in men's full and half sizes 8-14.) 

PERFECT FIT IS GUARANTEED. If the ring does not fit when you receive it, you may return it for replacement. 



www.franklinmint.com 

AOL Keyword: Franklin Mint 



big issues 

Overturn FCC media rules? 



YES 




Sen. Mark Pryor 

D-Ark. 



The Federal Communications 
Commission's decision to ease 
limits on media ownership 
reminds me of when automak- 
er Henry Ford was asked about 
producing different styles of 
the Model T. His response: "A 
customer can have any color 
he wants, so long as it's black." 
The FCC's decision has the 
potential for placing significant control over what 
the public sees, hears and reads in the hands of a 
small number of media conglomerates. The FCC 
has embraced a system of consolidation where an 
owner can hypothetically combine the cable 

system, television 
stations, radio stations, 
the dominant newspaper 
and the leading Internet 
provider in his or her 
respective market. 

Giving a few entities 
control over a vast 
percentage of the 
American media market 
will stifle the diversity 
of ideas and viewpoints, 
which are critical to our 

from local democracy. 

This ruling will cause 
the most harm on the 
local level because the 
FCC failed to recognize 
that most people still get the bulk of their news 
from local newspapers and television stations. 

Small businesses are going to find it even harder 
in more concentrated and expensive media mar- 
kets to raise capital, own outlets or have their 
voices heard. 

Supporters of the FCC's ruling argue that the 
public will still be able to get access to thousands 
of news and entertainment stations nationwide 
through radio and television. That's true, but what 
these supporters won't answer is the more impor- 
tant question: is it really diversity if a majority of 
the news and opinions ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 



This ruling will 
cause the most 
harm on the local 
level because the 
FCC failed to 
recognize that most 
people still get the 
bulk of their news 
from local 
newspapers and 
television stations. 



Rep. W.J. "Billy" Tauzin 

R-La. 



NO 




we receive are being 
presented through the 
narrowest of filters? 

Interest groups from 
across the political spec- 
trum say no. This is 
because they know that 
putting media control in 
the hands of a few is a 
detriment to all ideologies. 



The Federal Communications 
Commission's decision to 
deregulate its outdated media 
ownership rules is absolutely 
critical to those of us who 
place a high priority on 
preserving free speech. 

Many of the media-owner- 
ship rules that were in place 
were written 50 years ago, 
during a time when only three major networks 
dominated broadcasting with only 15 minutes of 
evening news and five-minute snippets throughout 
the day. At that time, far fewer electronic media 
outlets existed. 

While Congress 
certainly has an interest 
in promoting diversity in 
the media marketplace, 
the explosion of media 
outlets over the past two 
decades resulting from 
the growth of television 
and radio stations, cable, 
satellite and the Internet 
has created unprecedent- 
ed viewing and listening 
options for consumers. 

That is why Congress passed a law in 1996 
requiring the FCC to review its own broadcast 
ownership rules on a biennial basis to ensure they 
are still relevant and timely. With these orders, the 
FCC thoroughly reviewed the nation's broadcast- 
ownership rules and crafted new ones that are 
reasonable and justifiable and reflect today's 
world, not that of 50 years ago. 

The new rules recognize growth in the number 
and variety of media outlets, as well as the signifi- 
cant efficiencies and public-interest benefits that can 
be obtained from common ownership. At the same 
time, the rules correctly reflect the continuing goals 
of ensuring diversity and localism and guarding 
against undue concentration in the marketplace. 

In a highly competitive and diverse 21st-century 
marketplace, the idea of the federal government 

trying to regulate media 



The rules correctly 
reflect the continuing 
goals of ensuring 
diversity and 
localism and 
guarding against 
undue concentration. 



YOUR OPINIONS COUNT 

Senators and representatives are interested in constituent 
viewpoints. You may express your views in writing at the 
following addresses: 

The Honorable (name) The Honorable (name) 
U.S. Senate House of Representatives 

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515 

Phone: (202) 224-3121 Phone: (202) 225-3121 



ownership should be as 
offensive as trying to 
regulate free speech itself. 
Efforts to derail the FCC's 
sensible media-ownership 
ruling would create 
tremendous uncertainty 
in the marketplace and 
result in fewer choices for 
Americans. 
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Learn why treating glaucoma early 
could make a difference later. 



Call 1-866-531-2300, today. Or fill out the 
reply card, or visit www.glaucomainfo.com 

Did you know that 40% of your optic nerve can be 
damaged before you notice any vision loss — and that 
the damage is irreversible? Did you also know that 
studies suggest lowering eye pressure may slow the 
risk of further optic nerve damage? High eye pressure 
is the major treatable risk factor for glaucoma. 
And, the good news 
is that high eye 
pressure may be 
easily treated 
with prescription 
eyedrops. 



find cat i* 





Before you see your eye doctor, get your FREE information kit. 



UX0025786/XL141548 



D 2003 Pfizer Inc. 
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Senator says 
world court 
threatens America's 
sovereignty and 
individual rights. 



U.S. Sen. George Allen, R-Va., is gravely 
concerned that the International Criminal 
Court would put our soldiers under the 
thumb of our nation's political and 

ideological foes. James V. Carroll 
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UP military men and women fighting to protect freedom for America 
• O • and our allies could one day face criminal prosecution in the Inter- 
national Criminal Court at The Hague, Netherlands. 
Virginia Sen. George Allen doesn't like that prospect one iota. 
ICC, the world's first permanent war-crimes court, was established in 1998 
and ratified in July 2002 as part of the Rome Treaty. The court is authorized to 
investigate - and prosecute if appropriate - those individuals accused of geno- 
cide, war crimes and crimes against humanity. ICC prosecutors already are 
looking into allegations that British troops committed 22 crimes against hu- 
manity in Iraq. The Athens Bar Association lodged the complaint. The Greek 
public, along with many political parties in Greece, opposed the U.S.-led war to 
oust dictator Saddam Hussein. 

The court's jurisdiction is limited to those from countries that ratified the 
treaty, or to crimes committed in a country that ratified it. Great Britain ratified 
the Rome Treaty. The United States and Iraq did not. 

Supporters of the treaty say the ICC is intended to be a court of last resort 
that steps in only when individual nations fail to investigate or prosecute of- 
fenders. Opponents, such as Allen, say the ICC threatens, among other things, 
the sovereignty of nations. 

The American Legion Magazine interviewed Allen at his Washington office to 
discuss the ICC. 



The American Legion Magazine: 

What is the International 
Criminal Court? 

George Allen: The International 
Criminal Court has as its purpose 
to prosecute international crimes 
such as genocide. This country, 
and certainly every American, is 
in favor of prosecuting anyone 
involved in atrocities, tyrannical 
genocide or torture. But when you 
look at who will actually run the 
ICC and some of the countries 
that supported its establishment, 
it gives you pause. It doesn't give 
me a great deal of comfort to 
know that Saddam Hussein was 
an early supporter of the ICC 

To have our men and women 
subjected to the ICC, where they 
could have a political charge and 
trial and conviction, is simply 
more than I can tolerate. I 
deplore the fact that President 
Clinton, in his last moments in 
office, signed the Rome Treaty 
that authorized the ICC Fortu- 
nately, President Bush did the 
proper thing when he rescinded 



the treaty. Why would we as 
Americans want to give up our 
sovereignty? This country stands 
for freedom, liberty and justice. 
To be a part of the ICC or not 
work to protect our American 
military men and women would 
be contrary to all our principles, 
philosophy and good judgment. 

TALM: What are your specific 
objections to the ICC? 
GA: There are three problems. 
First, we have a justice system 
that includes the concepts of due 
process, equal protection, rights of 
appeal, protection against double 
jeopardy and the right of habeas 
corpus. Most of these concepts are 
missing in the ICC As a legal 
construct, the ICC is a failure. 
Second, as a constitutional 
sovereignty concept, it is a failure. 
Third, as a practical matter, it is 
just wrong to have our men and 
women in the military subjected 
to this sort of regime. 

Even if the ICC somehow makes 
good sense for the community of 



nations in a feel-good sort of way, 
there is no reason we should 
subject our military men and 
women to this external group of 
people. There is so little account- 
ability in the way they are appoint- 
ed, the way they operate, and the 
basic legal procedures and protec- 
tions. It fails on constitutional 
sovereignty grounds, it fails on 
jurisprudence grounds, and it fails 
on practical and common-sense 
grounds, as well. Three strikes and 
it's out. That's why I'm such a 
strong supporter of the American 
Servicemembers Protection Act. 

TALM: What are your thoughts 
about Greek attorneys filing 
charges in the ICC against British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair for war 
crimes against Iraqi citizens? 
GA: You would think that 
Athens, the birthplace of democ- 
racy, would know better. It just 
shows you how vague, ill-defined 
and fraught with the potential of 
completely uncontemplated and 
wholly unfounded prosecutions 
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'I am going to stand with our 
troops and not have them subjected 

to this nonsense, even if it does 
make sense to some people sipping 
wine and nibbling Brie/ 



are possible at the ICC. If 
you get these kinds of 
charges from Greece, a 
civilized nation and mem- 
ber of NATO, can you 
imagine what you can get 
from North Korea or China? 

The reality is that a lot of 
the world is not governed 
by what we call the rule of 
law. They don't have 
representative democracy. 
They don't have independent 
judiciaries. They don't protect 
intellectual property. The rest of 
the world doesn't have the same 
sort of values of justice to under- 
pin their constitutions, much less 
their governments, as we do. 
There are kings, monarchs, 
tyrants and despots ruling 
countries that lack independent 
judiciaries, ignore property rights 
and individual civil liberties. 
When you have a world like that, 
you would like to see it change. If 
the International Criminal Court 
is the way they would construct 
a justice system, they need a few 
more courses in justice. 

TALM: The United States not only 
opposes the ICC but also is 
negotiating immunity from ICC 
jurisdiction. Why? 
GA: If other countries care to 
subject their men and women 
who might serve in their military 
to the ICC, that is their right to 
give up or cede their sovereignty 
and protection. I'm one who is 
not going to do that to Ameri- 
cans. To the extent that we have 
our men and women in any of 
these other countries, we need an 
agreement from them to protect 
our military men and women. If 
these countries want Americans 
to risk their lives to help them 
out, if they want our boots on the 
ground, they must say, "No, we 
are not going to have these brave 
patriots subjected to the potential 
of these absurd prosecutions by 
the ICC." The reason for a bilat- 
eral agreement is to protect our 
troops. If a nation does not want 
to sign a bilateral agreement, we 
are not going to send our troops. 
There may be restrictions and 
limits on what military aid we 
provide, as well. 
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TALM: Do you agree that signing 
the Rome Treaty would violate the 
U.S. Constitution? 
GA: That's an interesting argu- 
ment. A treaty by its nature binds 
a country to that. Any treaty to 
some extent has as its purpose an 
externality. In the case of the ICC, 
we are potentially ceding our 
justice system and the constitu- 
tional rights of Americans to the 
International Criminal Court. The 
rights we have are not granted by 
government. We look at them as 
individual rights, universal rights, 
God-given rights endowed by our 
Creator. The reason the people of 
this country constituted and 
formed this government was to 
protect those rights. If this 
government was constituted to 
protect individual rights, then a 
case could be made that the ICC 
would be a transgression, an 
abdication, of those rights. I think 
an individual might have the 
standing to challenge the right of 
our government to bargain away, 
trade away or by treaty take away 
those individual rights without 
the consent of the individual. 
These sorts of rights of liberty and 
freedom and due process cannot 
be contracted away without the 
consent of the individual. 

I would hope that Americans 
would elect senators, representa- 
tives and presidents who under- 
stand these basic principles. 
President Clinton put us on as 
signatory to the Rome Treaty as a 
lame duck so he didn't have to face 
the voters. President Bush immedi- 
ately rescinded our signature. 

TALM: Would you support the ICC 
under any circumstances? 
GA: No. I suppose I could be 
creative, but I think it is funda- 
mentally flawed from so many 



perspectives I cannot see 
where we want to do it. Even 
if the ICC adopted our 
jurisprudence - double 
jeopardy, jury trials, appel- 
late rights, all of those 
things - I still wouldn't be 
for it. I don't think our men 
and women in the military 
should be subject to jurisdic- 
tion for criminal activities 
while serving our country 
by anyone other than our courts - 
or for that matter, courts-martial 
under our military law. 

TALM: Are you in support of 
ad-hoc arrangements like war- 
crimes tribunals! 
GA: Yes, I think that's the 
approach that should be taken. 
Nuremberg is one example. 
Slobodan Milosevic is another. 
It's not as if I don't think such 
abuses occur and there shouldn't 
be justice meted out to those 
actors who commit them. But I 
would not even want a tribunal 
to be constructed with the lack of 
protections found in the ICC. 

TALM: What's the greatest risk 
for U.S. troops in all of this? 
GA: We ask a great deal of the 
men and women, generally young, 
who voluntarily devote the best 
years of their lives to protect our 
country. They are risking their 
futures, maybe the ability to ever 
get married and enjoy their 
children, watching them grow. 
There is no way I see us, in the 
midst of that, to ask them to also 
submit themselves to the tinhorn 
dictatorships, the petty bureau- 
crats and lack of due process that 
would be occasioned if we were a 
part of this International Criminal 
Court. The Bill of Rights is the 
best part of our Constitution. To 
(agree to the ICC) is to potentially 
ask them to not only give up their 
lives for our country but to also 
give up their rights. No way. You 
have to stand strong for freedom. I 
am going to stand with our troops 
and not have them subjected to 
this nonsense, even if it does make 
sense to some people sipping wine 
and nibbling Brie. □ 

Article design: Doug Rollison 



« XWJti: IHZiM IK n-rL : U14 




Aviation Gear M 






icans For Americans 


[A] 








$1/irvoo ^IftSB^. i 1 

^^^^ MADEINT>jEUSA 


$79.00 


jWL. [e] 


$ 299°° 






Original A-2 
Cowhide 
Pilot's 
Jacket. U.S 
military 
specs, 
include 
knitted 
cuffs and 
waistband, 
epaulets, snap 

front pockets and windflap over zipper. 
Colors: Black, Brown. Compare at $325. 

IB] $ 149 °° 

G-1 Navy Flight 
Jacket. Medium 
weight top 
grain cowhide. 
Original 
1944 pattern. 
Contoured 
pocket flaps. 
Under arm 
gussets and 
bi-swing back. 

Colors: Black, Brown. Compare at $325. 





ATTENTION!: Our G-i is also available in 
premium brown goatskin. This is the actual 
jacket supplied to US Navy and Marine pilots 
and can be yours for only $239.99 



BUILT TO LAST * PRICED TO ENJOY 

VETERAN'S LIQUIDATORS 

A DIVISION OF 
EXCELLED SHEEPSKIN & LEATHER COAT CORP. 

★ 

ORDER TOLL FREE: 

800-466-6663 

(24 HOUR FAX ORDERS 1-309-852-0690) 
7AM-7PM CST 

★ 

Visit us at www.LeatherCoatsEtc.com 
for special offers 



Stearman Style 
Vest. Top-grain 
cowhide. 
Cotton lining 
and knitted 
waist-band. 
Front zipper 
with snap 
closures. One 
inside & two sid 
entry pockets. 

Colors: Black, Brown. Some vests 
are imported. Compare at $185. 

[D] $ 249-°° 

B-7 Flight 
Jacket. Soft 
and supple, 
premium 
top grain 
cowhide. 
Oversized 
jacket 

features side 
and top entry 
pockets. A truly 

outstanding design in a military style 
jacket. Colors: Black, Brown. Compare at $399. 





B-3 Sheepskin 
Jacket. 

Made from 
superior 
American 
shearling 
pelts chosen 
for luxurious 
thickness, 
texture, and 
unsurpassed 
warmth. Colors: 
Black, Brown. Compare at $499 

[F] $ 249 00 

B-15 Flight Jacket. 

Premium, top 
grain cowhide 
Smooth 
nylon satin 
lining with 
removable 
3MThinsulate® 
lining. 

Detachable lamb 
fur collar with full 
leather under collar. Colors: Black, 
Brown. Compare at $375. 




To order your Leather Jacket, send check or money order to: VETERAN'S LIQUIDATORS, Dept. 0304, 

1700 Burlington Ave., Kewanee, IL 61443-3278 

Credit card customers please fill in card # and expiration date. Check one: □ VISA □ MasterCard □ Discover □ AMEX 

Card# Exp. Date: 

Name: 



Tel: (_ 



Address: _ 

City: 

Signature: _ 



State: 



Zip: . 



Item# 


Description 


Size* 

(Circle Size/s Desired) Regular, Tall, Big 


Price 


Unit Qty. 


Indicate Color 
Desired 


Total 






S M L XL XXL XXXL 














S M L XL XXL XXXL 











Check one: 



□ Insulated 

□ Non-Insulated 
for A-2 or G-1 only 



*Call for larger sizes 

□ If you wish to pay in 3 equal 
monthly installments 



Subtotal: 

Add sales tax (NY & IL only) 
Add $9.50 shipp i ng por ordor: 
Grand Total: 



FREE 



commentary ! 



Animal 

Ri g ht &Wrongs 





/ 




Animal-rights activists show scant concern for mankind. 



BY SUSAN KATZ KEATING 

Is the life of your child worth 
the life of a rat? Is arson justi- 
fied when "liberating" animals? 
Are hunters the moral equivalent 
of serial killers? Some of the 
largest animal-rights organiza- 
tions say "no" to the first ques- 
tion and "yes" to the others. 

In their view, animals must not 
be used for food, clothing, 
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entertainment or scientific 
research. Ultimately, all people 
should be vegetarian or even 
vegan. Animals should not be 
viewed as pets, only "animal 
companions" or left as free- 
roaming creatures. Activists' 
tactics include physical assault, 
arson and destruction of property. 

The Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation estimates that in the past 
decade, one group alone - the 



Animal Liberation Front - has 
caused more than $45 million in 
damages to medical-research 
laboratories and companies using 
animals for economic gain. 

The FBI is duly alarmed, so 
much that the bureau has 
identified animal activists - 
along with their ideological 
brethren, the radical environ- 
mentalists - as the most active 
U.S. -based terrorist group. 



Catching these crooks presents 
a "unique challenge/' FBI domes- 
tic terrorism chief James F. Jarboe 
told Congress last year. "Gener- 
ally, extremist groups engage in 
much activity that is protected by 
constitutional guarantees of free 
speech and assembly." 

Activists openly threaten their 
opponents. Their various Web 
sites advocate guerrilla warfare 
and give detailed instructions on 
how to wage it. 

The Animal Liberation Front 
gives a clear directive in its 
publication, The Final Nail. "Fire 
is a tool," it says. "Nothing does 
the amount of damage that a fire 
can. Arson works." In a Septem- 
ber communique to a Pennsylva- 
nia newspaper, other activists 
warned, ". . . we will no longer 
hesitate to pick up the gun to 
implement justice." 

"They mean what they say," 
says David Martosko, director of 
research at the Center for Con- 
sumer Freedom, a Washington- 
based consumer watchdog 
organization. "They have already 
shown that they're not afraid of 
violence. They embrace violence. 
At some point, someone will 
commit murder in the name of 
animal rights." 

How have we reached such a 
horrifying cusp? 

Rights or Welfare? This country 
has long had a history of promot- 
ing animal welfare. Across 
America, states have laws 
prohibiting cruelty to animals. 
The nation has a number of 
charities and organizations 
dedicated to finding homes for 
abandoned animals or providing 
sanctuaries for animals no longer 
needed for research. 

The Humane Society of the 
United States, founded in 1954, 
was designed to protect animals 
from suffering and cruelty caused 
by human actions. That organiza- 
tion has many worthy programs, 
including one that aims to alert 
the public that cruelty to animals 
is often a precursor to violence 
against humans. 

Animal welfare, however, is a 
concept far removed from that of 
animal "rights." 



PETA gives animals a voice. 



BY KATHY GUILLERMO 

When People for the 
Ethical Treatment of 
Animals was founded 
more than 20 years ago, the 
term "animal rights" was 
relatively new. Most people 
thought little about the billions 
of animals raised and killed for 
food and clothing, experiment- 
ed on in laboratories and caged 
in circuses. PETA's undercover 
investigations of deplorable 
conditions in laboratories and 
on factory farms shocked the 
public and lawmakers alike, 
and since then, animal- 
protection organizations have 
grown steadily larger and 
more successful in their 
efforts to rescue abused and 
neglected animals. 

Animals have little protec- 
tion under the law. The 10 
billion animals raised for food 
every year in this country are 
routinely and legally mutilated 
- chicks have their beaks 
burned off while still alive, 
cows and pigs are castrated 
without anesthesia, cows are 
dehorned and branded - all 
without any painkillers. Most 
spend their lives confined to 
concrete stalls and metal cages 
in unnatural conditions. Some 
animals, such as veal calves, 
are kept in lonely isolation. 
Others, such as chickens, are 
crowded so closely together 
they can barely move. 

PETA campaigns to improve 
conditions for farmed animals. 
After PETA protested at more 
than 100 Safeway stores, the 
grocery chain became the first 
in U.S. history to improve 
conditions for the animals 
whose flesh it sells, pledging 
to increase space for laying 
chickens, to stop starving hens 
in order to force increased egg 
laying, and to conduct unan- 
nounced inspections of 
slaughterhouses and suppliers. 
PETA also persuaded Cincin- 
nati-based Kroger, the nation's 



largest grocery chain, and 
Boise-based Albertson's, the 
second largest, to pledge to 
follow Safeway's lead. McDon- 
ald's, Burger King and Wen- 
dy's responded to PETA's 
campaign by making similar 
improvements. 

PETA has now turned its 
attentions to Kentucky Fried 
Chicken. More than 700 million 
chickens raised each year for 
KFC are crammed by the tens 
of thousands into sheds that 
reek of ammonia fumes from 
accumulated waste. Each bird 
lives in the amount of space 
equivalent to a standard sheet 
of paper. They routinely suffer 
broken bones from being bred 
to be top-heavy, receive callous 
handling and are shackled 
upside down at slaughterhous- 
es. Chickens are often still fully 
conscious as their throats are 
slit or when they are dumped 
into tanks of scalding water to 
remove their feathers. 

PETA is not seeking massive, 
industry-wide changes over- 
night. PETA simply asks that 
KFC commit to doing what it 
has promised: enact a compre- 
hensive animal-welfare plan 
that will protect animals from 
abuse and neglect. These 
include replacing the present 
painful and traumatic slaughter 
methods with gas killing; 
mandating automated chicken 
catching using well-designed, 
gentle machines; breeding 
birds for less aggression and 
healthier ^> see peta page 22 




The use of animals in experimentation 
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In the animal-rights move- 
ment, all living creatures - rats, 
black-widow spiders and humans 
- are created equal, deserving 
life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness. 

The Web site for People for the 
Ethical Treatment of Animals 
ponders dilemmas such as the 
unintentional killing of ants and 
other insects. In a "Frequently 
Asked Questions" link, PETA 
columnist Carla Bennett is asked, 
"Would you approve an experi- 
ment that would sacrifice 10 
animals to save 10,000 people?" 

"Suppose the only way to save 
those 10,000 people was to exper- 
iment on one mentally chal- 
lenged orphan," she answers. "If 
saving people is the goal, 
wouldn't that be worth it? Most 
people will agree that it is wrong 
to sacrifice one human for the 
'greater good' of others because it 
would violate that individual's 
rights. There is no logical reason 
to deny animals the same rights 
that protect individual humans 
from being sacrificed for the 
common good." 

The notion at first might seem 
goofy but harmless. After all, 
how can we take such a philoso- 
phy and its proponents seriously? 

Human Life Devalued. The clear 
disdain for human life segues 
into a vigorous campaign against 
one of society's most vital 
practices: the use of animals in 
medical research. 

Scientists have long said that 
conducting scientific research on 
animals is vital to understanding 
human health. "In order for 
scientists to treat effectively, 
they need to know how the 
disease happens, how it pro- 
gresses," says Frankie Trull, 
president of the Virginia-based 
Foundation for Biological Re- 
search, an advocacy group. "The 
only way to do that is to conduct 
studies on animal models." 

Indisputably, animal research 
has played a vital role in virtu- 
ally every major medical advance 
of the last century - for human 
and animal health alike. The list 
of benefits includes vaccines for 
polio, smallpox, rabies and 
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anthrax, as well as advances in 
research on heart disease, 
cancer, AIDS and other scourges. 
According to a study by the U.S. 
Department of Health and 
Human Services, animal research 
has helped increase human life 
expectancy by 20.8 years. 

Ingrid Newkirk, PETA's found- 
er, has a different view. "Animal 
liberationists do not separate out 
the human animal, so there is no 
rational basis for saying that a 
human being has special rights. 
A rat is a pig is a dog is a boy. 
They are all mammals." 

Even if animal research were to 
produce a cure for AIDS, 
Newkirk told a reporter, "We'd be 
against it." 

Again, it would be easy to 
dismiss these and other statements 
as the rantings of lunatics. But 
many liberationists live by their 
words. They break into laborato- 
ries and steal valuable research 
animals. They destroy important 
and painstakingly compiled data. 
They smash equipment and set 
fire to buildings. 

One group calling itself "The 
Justice Department" booby- 
trapped 87 letters with razor 
blades and mailed them to 
scientists who were studying the 
effects of drugs on primates. The 
Animal Liberation Front boasted 
that it took only 10 seconds to 
destroy a $10,000 microscope 
with a cheap wrecking bar. 
Another organization, the Pirates 
for Animal Liberation, claimed 
responsibility for drilling holes 
into a private yacht and sinking 
it, in order to punish the owner 
for working at a bank that 
loaned money to an animal- 
research facility. 

Humans and Property as 
Targets. Activists are highly 
skilled at the single-minded 
pursuit of a prime target. 

One Ohio State University 
scientist incurred the wrath of 
activists when he obtained a $1.7 
million AIDS research grant from 
the National Institutes of Health. 
Veterinarian Michael Podell 
wanted to understand why the 
AIDS virus seems to progress 
more quickly in drug abusers. 



His research project involved 
infecting cats with the feline 
AIDS virus and then giving them 
methamphetamines. 

Animal activists launched an 
assault on Ohio State. They 
picketed the university and 
poured glue into the locks on the 
doors of the administration 
building. The protesters defaced 
the university president's house 
with spray paint. They threat- 
ened Podell's life. 

In July 2002, the research 
veterinarian - also a husband 
and father - resigned his position 
at the university and went into 
private practice. 

In another frightening, ongo- 
ing campaign, activists have 
targeted an entire corporation, 
its employees and business 
partners. The quarry is Hunting- 
don Life Sciences, which con- 
ducts animal research - mainly 
on rodents - at laboratories in 
England and New Jersey. 

A group calling itself "Stop 
Huntingdon Animal Cruelty" has 
perpetrated a host of violent acts. 
It has firebombed cars in Eng- 
land and broken the windows in 
company executives' homes. It 
has made a major secondary 
target of the company that 
insures Huntingdon. 

SHAC's Web site posts a run- 
ning diary of group activities. It 
publishes the names and internal 
phone numbers of Huntingdon 
employees and gives an extensive 
list of companies doing business 
with the laboratory. 

No connection to Huntingdon 
is apparently too tangential. In 
late October, activists stormed 
the Air France section at a 
German airport, chaining 
themselves to check-in counters. 
The reason? Air France has 
transported animals belonging to 
Huntingdon Life Sciences. 

In the United States, PETA, 
which roundly condemns even 
the milking of cows as an act of 
cruelty, refused to condemn the 
attacks. Addressing the issue in 
general on its Web site, PETA 
declares, "The animal-rights 
movement is nonviolent." But 
the group adds a caveat: 
"Throughout history, some 
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people have felt the need to 
break the law to fight injustice. 
The Underground Railroad and 
the French Resistance are both 
examples of people breaking the 
law in order to answer to a 
higher morality." 

Well-Funded Terrorism. The 

best funded of the animal-rights 
organizations is PETA. Charity 
Navigator, the nation's largest 
evaluator of nonprofit groups, 
announced in October that PETA 
received a "poor" rating for 
failing to meet industry stan- 
dards. Nevertheless, PETA took 
in nearly $14 million in donations 
in fiscal year 2000. 

The nonprofit group spends 
little of its donations on animals 
themselves, says the Center for 
Consumer Freedom's Martosko. 
"They don't put their money into 
shelters or spay-neuter clinics. 
Most of their money goes toward 
political efforts." 

"Most of America thinks 
they're just kindly lunatics," he 
says. "They're not." 

"Violence is not our style," 
Newkirk says. "But it happens, 
like a thunderstorm happens. 
Groups such as ALF (Animal 
Liberation Front) employ violence 
in order to further a worthy 
cause. They're not bank robbers." 

"We must strip away the 
Robin Hood mystique and 
perceived high ground that some 
have given these radicals," Rep. 
Scott Mclnnis, R-Colo., said at a 
congressional hearing. "It's just a 
matter of time before a human 
life is taken." 

The activists' thoughts on that 
issue are well documented. In 
1998, London's Evening Standard 
newspaper quoted ALF member 
Keith Mann as saying, "We are 
capable of dealing with anyone. 
No one has died yet, but that 
time will come." □ 

Susan Katz Keating is the author 
of the book "Prisoners of Hope: 
Exploiting the POW/MIA Myth in 
America" and director of special 
programs for the Freedom Mu- 
seum in Manassas, Va. 
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Poor conditions and shoddy care in broiler houses leads to premature deaths among 
chickens. Carcasses are typically kept in buckets until disposed of. courtesy peta 



[peta] weights; and enrich- 
ing the birds' barren living 
environments by simulating 
their natural habitats. 

Animals also suffer terribly 
in laboratories. Despite experi- 
menters' claims that laboratory 
animals are protected by strict 
legislation, the Animal Welfare 
Act is the only federal law that 
covers the use of animals in 
experiments. It deals only with 
housing and maintenance 
standards. No laws exist 
preventing scientists from 
conducting painful or redun- 
dant experiments. 

PETA has uncovered one 
case of cruelty after another. 
For example, an undercover 
investigation of the University 
of North Carolina's animal 
laboratories revealed multiple 
violations of regulations: 
cutting off live baby rats' heads 
with scissors without anesthe- 
sia, leaving live animals in 
cages with dead ones, failure to 
euthanize wounded and sick 
animals, and leaving hemo- 
philiac mice with their tails cut 
off to bleed to death overnight. 
Following PETA's expose, a 
supervisor resigned, scientists 
were disciplined and employee 
training strengthened. The U.S. 
National Institutes of Health's 
office of Laboratory Animal 
Welfare has issued a new 
directive on euthanasia to all 
research institutions. 

In circuses, animals are 
shackled and caged, dragged 
from town to town and forced 



to perform under threat of 
punishment. Enforcement of 
the few laws protecting these 
animals is often lax. It took 
many months for PETA to 
persuade U.S. and Puerto Rican 
officials to seize six thin, sick, 
lethargic, filthy polar bears 
from the traveling tropical 
Suarez Bros. Circus. PETA 
rallied support from polar-bear 
experts, Congress, and govern- 
ment officials in Germany and 
Canada. PETA's video footage 
showed the bears panting 
constantly while being hit, 
whipped and forced to perform 
frightening tricks in sweltering 
temperatures. A seventh bear 
had already been seized after 
PETA alerted the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service about fraudu- 
lent documentation of its origin. 

While PETA is dedicated to 
exposing and ending abuses 
such as these, the organization 
has never supported or contrib- 
uted - financially or otherwise 
- to violent or terrorist activi- 
ties, though violence is com- 
mitted against animals daily in 
the food, clothing, experimen- 
tation and entertainment 
industries. Despite the smear 
campaigns of some who feel 
threatened by the changes 
PETA's work brings, the organi- 
zation will continue to do all it 
can legally and peacefully to 
give animals a voice. □ 

Kathy Guillermo is a writer for 
People for the Ethical Treatment 
of Animals. 
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A final resting place 

Families of WTC victims want ashen remains out of landfill. 



BY JACKIE ROTHENBERG 

Wayne Alan Russo is 
among the World Trade 
Center victims whose 
bodies were never found in the 
smoldering debris that was once 
the Twin Towers. He was an 
accountant, a musician and a 
world traveler. In his father's 
eyes, he also was a casualty of 
war. Arthur Russo says he feels 
it's his obligation as a parent - 
and as a veteran - to give his son 
a proper burial. 

But the ashes of those whose 
remains were essentially cremat- 
ed by the impact of the planes 
and the intense heat of subterra- 
nean fires are co-mingled with 
the debris, now buried on a grass- 
covered slope in a city landfill 
overlooking lower Manhattan. 

The Fresh Kills Landfill on 
New York City's borough of 
Staten Island was the final 
destination for the remnants of 
the World Trade Center. Recovery 
workers painstakingly sifted 
through 1.6 million tons of 
rubble - a mixture of concrete, 
mangled steel, crushed vehicles 
and human remains - by hand, 
rake, machine and conveyor belt, 
in search of evidence, personal 
property and body parts. At a 
ceremony July 15, 2002, the 
mournful sound of bagpipes 
brought the operation to a close. 

Now the Russos and some 
other New Jersey families whose 
loved ones perished are lobbying 
to move the soil containing those 
ashen remains back to Ground 
Zero for inclusion in a planned 
memorial. Of the 2,792 people 
killed in the towers, 691 were 
from New Jersey. 

Russo, who envisions his 37- 
year-old son "being buried by 
backhoes, bulldozers and dump 
trucks," says, "the thought of my 
son being in a garbage dump for 
eternity is sickening to me. I 
can't bear the thought of it." 
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Gary Tibbs, left, and Tim Broome sort through Ground Zero debris at Fresh Kills Landfill on 

Staten Island, N.Y. ElinoarAstnnsky 



New York City sanitation 
officials emphasize that the 
material is buried in a 40-acre 
area set aside solely for World 
Trade Center debris and is not 
atop any garbage. "There's no 
refuse under it. There's no refuse 
on top of it," says Keith Mellis, a 
sanitation department spokes- 
man. "There's nothing else there. 
Nothing else will ever be there." 

Thomas Meehan, whose 26- 
year-old daughter, Colleen 
Barkow, died in the attacks, says, 
"No matter how you dress up 
Fresh Kills, it's still a dump. It's 
not the proper, respectful place 
you bury people you refer to as 
heroes. They don't belong in a 
landfill. We believe in our hearts 
and souls that they belong at the 
World Trade Center." 

The group, World Trade Center 
Families for Proper Burial (www. 
wtcfamiliesforproperburial.com), 
is making little headway, despite 
a thriving petition drive and 
letters of support from New Jersey 
Gov. Jim McGreevey, Sens. Jon 
Corzine, D-N.J., Frank Lauten- 
berg, D-N.J., Chuck Schumer, D- 
N.Y., and Hillary Rodham Clinton 
(D-N.Y.), among others. 



Notably absent from the list of 
supporters is New York City 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg, who 
questions the logistics and cost. 

The landfill operation was com- 
pleted in 10 months, but it was 
accomplished with a massive 
work force, a round-the-clock 
effort and federal disaster 
funding. The job of reclaiming 
the soil and returning it to 
Ground Zero would likely have to 
be done by private contractors 
using union labor. Without 
benefit of government resources, 
construction industry officials 
say such an operation could cost 
anywhere from $50 million to 
$100 million and take three years 
or more to complete. 

For those mourning their kin, 
though, peace of mind outweighs 
any cost. 

"A war was declared because of 
this," says Diane Horning, who 
lost her 26-year-old son, Mat- 
thew, in the terrorist attack. 
"Would you wage war over 
something you would leave in a 
garbage dump? It's an outrage." □ 

Jackie Rothenberg is a writer 
living in New York City. 
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National Commander Ronald F. Conley let it be known, in no uncertain terms, that the Legion's momentum on VA health-care reform 

Cannot SlOW. Tom Strattman 

VA health care, troops and the flag take center stage in St Louis. 



BY JOHN RAUGHTER 

In a letter responding to some 
of Ronald F. Conley's findings 
on VA health care, a senior 
official in the Department of 
Veterans Affairs referred to the 
highest-ranking leader in the 
world's largest veterans service 
organization as "the outgoing 
commander of The American 
Legion." 
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The only problem with that 
description was that when the VA 
official uttered it, Conley was 
several months away from the 
stage in St. Louis, where he 
would, in fact, conclude his 
historic year as national com- 
mander of The American Legion. 
It was a year that included 
personal site visits and firsthand 
investigations at 60 different VA 
health-care facilities throughout 



America. It was a year that 
elevated veterans waiting in line 
from statistics to human faces, 
through the "I Am Not a Num- 
ber" campaign. It was a year that 
produced more than 200 pages of 
detailed findings on the VA 
health-care crisis submitted last 
summer to Congress in the 
report, "A System Worth Saving," 
with testimony from Conley 
demanding a mandatory funding 



formula to restore reason- 
able access. And in the 
end, when Conley finally 
did take the stage last 
August in St. Louis - and 
really was the outgoing 
national commander - he 
did not quack like a lame 
duck. 

He roared. 

"At a time when our 
nation is engaged in a 
worldwide war on terror- 
ism, and 200,000 veterans 
from previous wars are 
still standing in line for 
medical care, the Con- 
gress of the United States decided 
that funding 1,000 pork-barrel 
projects was more important than 
ensuring that veterans receive 
timely, quality medical care," 
Conley thundered from the stage 
at America's Center, before a 
cheering crowd of delegates at the 
Legion's 85th National Conven- 
tion. "Where in the name of 
heaven are their priorities?" 

In the same historic city where 
the Legion's founders gathered in 
1919 for their first U.S. caucus, 
Conley made the point, as did 
those World War I veterans years 
ago, that veterans must move 
higher on the congressional 
priority list. "We have money to 
pay for a statue of the Roman god 
Vulcan in Birmingham, Ala.," 
Conley said. "We have money to 
pay for a bike trail in North 
Dakota. We have money to fund 
a Nevada helicopter company 
that performs Elvis-impersonator 
weddings. And yet we have 
neither the heart nor the will to 
ensure that all U.S. veterans 
receive the medical care they 
earned and we owe them. This is 
outrageous, and I cannot believe 
the American people will stand 
for this." 

Conley's commitment to VA 
health care has been tireless. He 
surveyed thousands of patients 
and those waiting for care. He 
spoke with doctors, nurses, 
administrators and legislators. He 
authored a comprehensive report 
of his findings and then delivered 
it to Congress. 

It is this type of commitment 
that led Past National Command- 



' Since our last convention, many brave 
young Americans have gone in harm's 
way. Thanks to them, the people of 
Iraq have been given the opportunity 
to experience that which too many 
of us take for granted every day - 
the most precious gift of freedom/ 



- Ronald F. Conley 



er John P. "Jake" Comer to tell 
the convention, "Our friend and 
our commander has done an 
outstanding job - one that will 
go down in history as one of the 
greatest." 

Conley's work in the "I Am Not 
a Number" campaign received 
national publicity last winter, 
and the commander thanked his 
fellow Legionnaires for their 
support. "Your efforts in the 'I 
Am Not a Number' campaign put 
faces to the names that far too 
many lawmakers only thought of 
as statistics. I was happy to hear 
that VA Secretary (Anthony) 
Principi reads The American 
Legion Magazine. I know this 
because nearly every veteran 
featured in the May edition - 
who had been waiting six 



months or longer to see 
a VA doctor - suddenly 
received a telephone 
call from their local VA 
hospital. Each one got 
immediate attention by 
a great VA physician 
with quality follow-up 
care. My question to 
Secretary Principi is, 
'What about all the 
other veterans who 
didn't get their stories 
printed in The Ameri- 
can Legion Magazine?'" 

Conley also told the 
story of Army Sgt. 
Vanessa Turner, who tried 
unsuccessfully for weeks to 
receive VA care after nearly dying 
from wounds suffered in Iraq. 
Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., 
had to intervene on her behalf. 

"Deputy Secretary (Leo) 
MacKay said it was a mistake 
and that he would personally see 
to it that she received priority 
treatment," Conley said. "Will 
Deputy Secretary MacKay 
personally step up to the plate for 
all of the other wounded veterans 
coming home who will be 
turning to VA for follow-up 
medical care?" 

Remembering that many of 
tomorrow's VA patients are 
defending America abroad, 
Legionnaires at the convention 
paid homage to the troops, 




American Legion Youth Champions, from left, Henry "H.J." Shea IV, Robert C. "Charlie" 
Walker, Ty Charles Henkaline, Tarl Kempley and Aaron Azur Allen. James v. carroii 
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particularly those who 
made the ultimate 
sacrifice. In a moving 
tribute, 42 Missouri-area 
residents on their way to 
basic military training 
joined National Chaplain 
Rev. Norris A. Keirn in 
placing carnations beneath two 
"Soldier's Crosses" - one with 
modern equipment and the other 
with World War II equipment - 
in memory of U.S. servicemem- 
bers killed in Iraqi Freedom. The 
42 young men and women were 
then sworn into the U.S. military 
by Maj. Gen. Michael D. Rochelle 
of the U.S. Army Recruiting 
Command, Fort Knox, Ky. Each 
was given an envelope and was 
told not to open it until 24 hours 
had passed. Inside the envelopes 
were membership cards for The 
American Legion. 

The next day, one of America's 
highest-ranking officers, Vice 
Adm. James Metzger, 
assistant to the chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, addressed the 
assembly. His words rang 
with confidence about 
our nation's continuing 
efforts to bring stability 
to the Middle East and to 
wring terrorism from the 
world. "I'm optimistic 
about the war on terror- 
ism," Metzger told 
delegates. "We are 
winning. Our military is 
accomplishing remark- 
able things in Afghani- 
stan and Iraq. We toppled 
Saddam in a matter of 
weeks. The naysayers 
said we were bogged 
down, while we were at 
our best." 

Conley also acknowl- 
edged with praise the 
efforts of U.S. troops 
overseas. "Since our last 
convention, many brave 
young Americans have 
gone in harm's way," he 
said. "At this moment, 
they are defending our 
national interests in over 
130 countries around the 
world. Thanks to them, 
the people of Iraq have 



'Our only goal our only option, 
is total victory in the war on terror 
And this nation will press on to victory/ 



- President George W. Bush 



been given the opportunity to 
experience that which too many 
of us take for granted every day 
- the most precious gift of 
freedom." 

Hail to the Chief. Conley's 
sentiments about the U.S. mili- 
tary were echoed by President 
George W. Bush, a member of 
American Legion Post 77 in 
Houston. "Because of our mili- 
tary, catastrophic weapons will 
no longer be in the hands of a 
reckless, unstable dictator," Bush 
told more than 13,000 members 
of The American Legion family 
who gathered to hear him speak 




President Bush's support of U.S. Flag protection brought more than 
13,000 cheering Legionnaires to their feet, rom strattman 



in America's Center. 
"Because of our mili- 
tary, Middle-Eastern 
countries no longer fear 
subversion and attack 
by Saddam Hussein. 
Because of our military, 
Iraq will no longer be a 
source of funding for suicide 
bombers in the Middle East. 
Because of our men and women 
in uniform, the torture chambers 
in Iraq are closed, the prison 
cells for children are empty, and 
the people who speak their 
minds need not fear execution." 

Bush linked the war in Iraq to 
the overall fight against terror- 
ism. "Our military is confronting 
terrorists in Iraq and Afghanistan 
and in other places so our people 
will not have to confront terrorist 
violence in New York or St. Louis 
or Los Angeles. Our armed forces 
are doing the work they are 
called to do. They're taking the 

fight to the enemy so that 
America and our friends 
can live in peace. The 
war on terror is a test of 
our strength. It is a test 
of our perseverance, our 
patience and our will. 
This nation has been 
tested before. By the 
character of men and 
women like you, we 
come through every trial. 

"Our course is set. Our 
purpose is firm. No act of 
terrorists will weaken 
our resolve or alter their 
fate. Our only goal, our 
only option, is total 
victory in the war on 
terror. And this nation 
will press on to victory." 

Bush brought the 
crowd to its feet by 
reiterating his support for 
another mutual goal: the 
protection of Old Glory. 
"Having fought under the 
American flag and seen it 
folded and given to 
families of your friends, 
you are committed, as 
am I, to protecting the 
dignity of the flag in the 
Constitution of the 
United States." 
The U.S. House of 
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Ret. Maj. Gen. 
Patrick Brady 



Representatives passed a flag-pro- 
tection constitutional amendment 
by a 300-125 vote on June 3. It 
simply states, "The Congress 
shall have power to prohibit the 
physical desecration of the flag of 
the United States." 

Conley predicted that with the 
president's support and the 
grassroots lobbying of The Amer- 
ican Legion family, "It's possible 
to muster a handful of Senate 
votes to send this issue to the 
states, so the people, instead of 
the courts, can decide the issue." 

Veterans and the Flag. Retired 
Army Maj. Gen. Patrick H. Brady, 
chairman of 
the Citizens 
Flag Alliance, 
blasted media 
opposition to 
the flag- 
protection 
amendment 
and pointed out 
that the 
president's 
statement of 
support generated little coverage. 
"We hope that the president will 
speak out more often on this," 
said Brady, who wears a Medal of 
Honor for his heroic actions as a 
helicopter pilot in The Vietnam 
War. "We would have won the 
flag battle long ago if we had the 
support of the media." 

Brady reminded Legionnaires 
that a group of protesters demon- 
strated outside the convention 
hall during Bush's visit. "Last 
night, outside this very building, 
there was a flag with a swastika 
painted on it. Now, I know that 
outraged some of you, but it is 
perfectly legal." Brady praised a 
recent Supreme Court ruling that 
upheld a law against cross 
burning. 

"One justice got it right. He 
said that cross burning has 
nothing to do with the First 
Amendment. It communicates 
nothing but fear and hatred. 
Well, the same can be said about 
flag burning. 

"You are going to win this 
battle," Brady said. "Never forget 
that if that flag is precious enough 
to cover the coffins of our heroes, 




Annual Award Recipients 

SPIRIT OF SERVICE AWARD WINNERS 

Enlisted armed services members honored for volunteering in their local communities 

Army 

Staff Sgt. Jacob Lee witte 
Navy 

Petty Officer 3rd Class Alysha D. Haran 
Marine Corps 
Sgt. Joseph M. Shamay Jr. 
Air Force 

Tech. Sgt. Daniel F. Shipley 
Coast Guard 

Petty Officer 2nd Class Rick C. Carroll 

Oratorical Champion 

Henry "H.J." Shea IV 

Frank N. Belgrano Trophy 

For support of the Boy Scouts 
Department of Maryland 

Ralph T O'Neil Education Trophy 

For showing the greatest Americanism 
activity in use of The American Legion 
School Medal Awards 
Department of West Virginia 

WILLIAM RANDOLPH HEARST AMERICANISM TROPHY 

Department of Nebraska 

FOURTH ESTATE AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING JOURNALISM 

Norman Sinclair, Melvin Claxton and Ronald Hansen of the Detroit News for their powerful 
series on the tremendous shortcomings in the criminal justice system in Detroit and 
surrounding Wayne County. 

EMPLOYER OF THE YEAR 
For companies and businesses dedicated 
to hiring veterans 
Small Business 

ACS State and Local Solutions, Lake City, Fla. 



James V. Carroll 

YOUTH PRORAM HONOREES 
American Legion Baseball 
Player of the Year 

Ty Charles Henkaline 

Junior Shooting Sports Champion 

Tarl Kempley 

Boys Nation President 

Robert C. "Charlie" Walker 

Eagle Scout of the Year 

Aaron Azur Allen 



Mid-Size Business 

TRW, Killeen, Texas 
Large Business 

Johns Manville, Defiance, Ohio 



NATIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OF THE YEAR 

Howard County Police Officer 1st Class Timothy C. Wiley, Ridge, Md. 

LOCAL VETERANS EMPLOYEE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE YEAR 

Alonzo Philmore, Lake City, Fla. 

OUTSTANDING DISABLED VETERANS OUTREACH PROGRAM 
SPECIALIST OF THE YEAR 

Richard Perez, Yuma, Ariz. 

OUTSTANDING EMPLOYMENT SERVICE OFFICE OF THE YEAR 

Central Texas Workforce Center, Killeen, Texas 

WILLIAM F LENKER NATIONAL SERVICE TROPHY 

For best supporting and implementing programs to benefit veterans and their families 
Department of North Dakota 

GARLAND MURPHY AWARD 

For providing the most contributions to the Child Welfare Foundation 
Department of New York 

CWF LEGACY AWARD 

For contributing the most funds to the Children's Miracle Network by the department's 
entire Legion family 
Department of Ohio 

JAMES V. DAY GOOD GUY AWARD 

August Busch III 

COLOR GUARD CONTEST WINNERS 
Military Class - Rockville, Md., Post 86 
Military Open - Bowie, Md., Post 66 



BAND CONTEST WINNERS 
Concert Band - Joliet, III., Post 1080 



Open Class - Cleveland Aux. Unit 469 
Advancing/Retreating - Garrett, ind., 

POSt 178 

Marching Band - Joliet, III., Post 1080 
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it's precious enough to 
protect." 

Retired Navy Capt. 
Richard Stratton spent six 
years as a prisoner of war 
in Vietnam. He recalled 
the beatings many 
prisoners endured while 
fashioning together U.S. 
Flags out of bamboo reeds 
and blanket fibers. 

"Somehow I think those 
Supreme Court justices who 
think it's OK to burn the flag 
could have benefited from a 
sabbatical at the Hanoi Hilton, 
Stratton said. 



Breaking the Promise. U.S. Rep. 
Rob Simmons, R-Conn., took his 
colleagues to task for cutting $1.8 
billion from an earlier agreement 
on the veterans health-care 
budget. "This is not keeping the 



'Somehow I think those Supreme Court 
justices who think it's OK to burn 
the flag could have benefited from 
a sabbatical at the Hanoi Hilton/ 

- Former POW and retired Navy Capt. Richard Stratton 



promise. This is breaking the 
promise, and we should not 
stand for it," said Simmons, a 
retired Vietnam War veteran and 
former Legion post adjutant. 

"Some of my colleagues in 
Congress want to know why 
veterans are dissatisfied even 
though funding for veterans 
health care has gone up dramati- 
cally over the past 10 years. They 
point to the fact that in 1993 the 
president requested $14 billion in 



VA medical care spend- 
ing, and this year the 
president has requested 
more than $25 billion," 
Simmons said. "These 
facts are correct. But it 
is also correct that 
while funding for 
veterans' health care 
has almost doubled, 
those seeking health- 
care service have increased by 
almost 70 percent. Let's do the 
math. A 70-percent increase in 
enrollment with a 50-percent 
increase in funding leaves a 20- 
percent shortfall." 

The chairman of the House 
Veterans Affairs Committee, 
Rep. Chris Smith, R-N.J., praised 
The American Legion and its 
national commander for its work 
on behalf of veterans. "Com- 
mander Conley has been very 



Agent Orange researchers receive Legion's top honor 



Epidemiologists Drs. Jeanne Mager Stellman and 
Steven Stellman were awarded The American 
Legion Distinguished Service Medal during the 
national convention. The award is in recognition of 
the Stellmans' extraordinary body of research that 
has delivered disability compensation and medical 
care to countless Vietnam War veterans suffering 
from exposure to herbicides such as Agent Orange. 

"Many ailing Vietnam veterans have a hard time 
proving to the Department of Veterans Affairs that 
their illnesses are related to Agent Orange expo- 
sure, and the Stellmans' research helps to ease the 
burden of proof," National Commander Ronald F. 
Conley said. 

The government did not carry out a large-scale 
study of Vietnam veterans' health and herbicide 
exposures when the Legion first called for it in 1979, 
so the Legion collaborated with the Stellmans to 
produce the groundbreaking American Legion- 
Columbia University Study in the 1980s. The study 
showed the impact of the Vietnam War on the 
health of the veterans who fought it. After the 
Centers for Disease Control refused to carry out an 
epidemiological study that it deemed unfeasible at 
the time, The American Legion sued the govern- 
ment to force it to conduct a study. 

A breakthrough occurred when a team of 
researchers at Columbia University's Mailman 
School of Public Health, led by Jeanne Stellman, 
assembled numerous records of the locations and 
quantities of Agent Orange and other herbicides that 
were sprayed in Vietnam. Troop movements, soil 
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Drs. Jeanne Mager Stellman and Steven Stellman were recog- 
nized for leading the groundbreaking research effort on Agent 
Orange exposure among Vietnam War veterans. James v. carroii 



samples and releases of herbicide by means other 
than spraying, such as leaks, also are factors. 

The result is a computerized geographic informa- 
tion system that estimates veterans' opportunities 
for herbicide exposure, documents more than 
2 million gallons of unaccounted-for spraying, and 
makes possible thorough studies of Vietnam War 
veterans' health. 

Previous recipients of the award include Bob 
Hope, Babe Ruth, Fisher House founder Zachary 
Fisher, Montgomery GI Bill author Rep. Sonny Mont- 
gomery, D-Miss., and the crew of the B-29 Enola 
Gay, which dropped the atomic bomb on Hiroshima 
that led to a triumphant end to World War II. 
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Rep. Chris Smith 



active in promoting veterans' 
health care," he said. "Your 
advocacy could not come at a 
more opportune time. We are in 
a fight - a battle - to get fund- 
ing. Many of the people who 
ought to be 
our friends 
still need to be 
convinced. We 
need full 
funding - 
mandatory 
funding - so 
we don't have 
to go through 
this appropria- 
tions battle every year. It's up to 
us to ensure that veterans are 
not just remembered with empty 
rhetoric but concrete deeds." 

Rep. Ciro Rodriguez, D-Texas, 
criticized VA for closing its doors 
to Priority Group 8 veterans. "VA 
was forced to stop so-called - 
quote - high-income veterans," 
Rodriguez said. "Some make 
only $25,000. That's not high 
income. VA should serve every 
veteran who has sacrificed for 
this country. We need a 12- 
percent increase just to take care 
of existing services." 
Conley's own congressman, 
Rep. Tim 
Murphy, R-Pa., 
said he will try 
to have the 
$1.8 billion cut 
from VA's 
budget re- 
stored. "I know 
I how important 

Rep. Tim Murphy veterans' _ 

health care is - 
and that $1.8 billion is a lot of 
money," Murphy said. "I told the 
president I would continue to 
push for these (funds), and that's 
my commitment to you as well." 

Conley also voiced his concern 
about the Capital Asset Realign- 
ment for Enhanced Services 
(CARES) commission. Created by 
VA, the board could recommend 
the closing of needed VA facili- 
ties. Conley said that even 
though VA Secretary Anthony 
Principi promised that facilities 
won't close, seven VA facilities 
are on the chopping block 
because of CARES. 





Donald D. Gasper of O'Fallon, III., right, decided the national convention was the perfect 
opportunity to join the Legion. National Membership Director Billy Johnson, left, was happy 

to help. Steve Thomas 




VA Secretary 
Anthony Principi 



"Be vigilant," Conley warned 
Legionnaires. "When someone 
tells you that the facilities are 
being replaced, you better see 
the dirt turned and the founda- 
tions laid." 

Although 
The American 
Legion takes 
issue with 
many of 
Principi's 
initiatives, he 
was treated 
with respect 
while he spoke 
to the conven- 
tion. "I believe 
CARES is important because 
health care is important," Prin- 
cipi said. "I will not adopt any 
CARES recommendations unless 
I am absolutely convinced that 
they are right for veterans. I will 
accept the commission's report in 
full, reject it in full or ask the 
commission to do more work." 

Disabled Veterans Tax. Rep. Jim 
Marshall, D-Ga., implored 
veterans to strike the term 
"concurrent receipt" from their 
vocabulary. 

"Let's call it what it is: a 
disabled veterans tax," Marshall 
said. Under current law, most 
disabled military retirees have 
their retirement pay offset by the 
amount of their VA disability 



compensation. Rep. Michael 
Bilirakis, R-Fla., has introduced 
legislation, H.R. 303, to repeal the 
disabled veterans tax, but it is 
bottled up in committee. Mar- 
shall called on Legionnaires to 
insist that their representatives 
sign a discharge petition, a House 
procedure used to force a vote. 

"It's time for Congress to put 
up or shut up," he said. "This 
legislation has been introduced 
by each Congress for the last 16 
years. That's 16 years too many. I 
call on America's representatives 
to demonstrate their support for 
veterans and sign the discharge 
petition and end the disabled 

veterans tax." 

Marshall, a 
Vietnam 
veteran, is 
rated as 20- 
percent dis- 
abled. He said 
he was unfa- 
miliar with the 

Rep. Jim Marshall issue until he 
ran for Con- 
gress. "Here I served 21 months 
and one day, and get disability 
benefits. These military officers 
were telling me that they served 
20 years or more and get less." 

Marshall added that most 
Americans do not know what 
concurrent receipt means but 
that most would understand the 
unfairness of the disabled 
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John Brieden of Brenham, Texas, is sworn in as national commander of The American Legion 
by Past National Commander Joe Matthews, a fellow Texan. Brieden's wife, Terry, joined her 

husband On Stage. Tom Strattman 



veterans tax. He recalled that 
when former House Speaker 
Newt Gingrich began referring to 
the estate tax as a "death tax," 
Congress started paying atten- 
tion. "He used to fine staffers a 
quarter every time they called it 
the estate tax." 

Marshall called the 2003 
Defense Authorization Act that 
eliminated the disabled veterans 
tax for a few retirees insufficient. 
"We are now going to discrimi- 
nate between military retirees 
who are disabled and other 
military retirees who are dis- 
abled. Why? Money." 

"Retired military veterans who 
incurred service-connected 
injuries are the only people in 
America who have to fund their 
own disability benefits, and that's 
wrong," Conley added. "The 
American Legion will pull out 
every stop to end this travesty. No 
veteran who served his country 
with honor should be forced to 
pay for his own disability." 

Tough-Talkm' Texan. Texas Gov. 
and Legionnaire Rick Perry 
nominated the man who now 
leads the nation's largest veterans 
organization. 
"It is a special honor to nomi- 



nate for the position of national 
commander a friend of more than 
30 years, a man of character, a 
dedicated public servant, a 
veteran of the U.S. Army, a 
patriot's patriot, Mr. John Brie- 
den," said Perry, a classmate of 
Brieden's when they both attend- 
ed Texas A&M University. "His 
spirit is unflappable, his values 
unshakeable. He's the right 



individual to lead a proud organi- 
zation like The American Legion. 
I can't think of an individual more 
prepared from life's experiences 
than John Brieden." 

Brieden, a member of Ameri- 
can Legion Post 48 in Brenham, 
Texas, served in key American 
Legion leadership positions at 
the post, district, state and 
national levels. During his 



Air Force doctor goes eye to eye with macular degeneration 



The leading cause of blindness 
among people older than 65 in 
the United States and western Eu- 
rope is age-related macular 
degeneration. It will take the 
sight of an estimated 200,000 
people this year alone, according 
to Dr. Wendall Bauman, a colonel 
in the U.S. Air Force Medical 
Corps, who spoke to members of 
The American Legion's Veterans 
Affairs & Rehabilitation Commis- 
sion during the 85th National 
Convention in St. Louis. 

Bauman, who specializes in 
rebuilding eyes injured by 
trauma, has provided care for 
many of the brave men and 
women serving in the U.S. 
Armed Forces in the Middle East. 

The growth of macular degen- 
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eration is an especially serious 
concern for older veterans, 
Bauman told the commission. 
The Brooke Army Medical Center 
retina service chief and assistant 
chief of surgery explained that 
about 5 percent of individuals 
older than 65 - about 2 million 
people - have it. The number is 
expected to triple by 2020. 

Loss of vision, Bauman ex- 
plained, leads to a loss of inde- 
pendence and an increased 
likelihood of accidents that can 
require surgery and prolonged 
rehabilitation. Vision impairment 
is blamed for 18 percent of all 
hip fractures - 63,000 cases - 
each year. 

Early detection and under- 
standing risk factors that contrib- 



ute to this progressive disease 
can help slow down its debilitat- 
ing effects. A healthy diet, 
exercise, blood-pressure control, 
weight control and not smoking 
are among the health practices 
recommended. 

Early signs of macular degenera- 
tion, Bauman said, may include 
difficulty reading, telling time, 
and recognizing faces or driving. 
Such symptoms should be report- 
ed immediately to an ophthalmol- 
ogist so treatment can begin. 
While laser surgery can be used in 
some cases, many new treatment 
options are now under investiga- 
tion, Bauman said. He warned, 
however, that many are not proven 
and some, like electroshock 
therapy, he strongly discourages. 



The American Legion Magazine 



Show your pride, 
interest on purchases 
for 12 months. 

Need we say more? 
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With The Legion Visa 9 Credit Card, part of every purchase goes to American Legion programs. 

Show support for your Branch and The American Legion with The Legion Visa® Credit Card. It's the only 
card that helps fund Legion programs, and when you sign up today, you'll pay no interest on purchases for the 
first 12 billing cycles after your account is opened* After that, you'll enjoy a low variable rate. So apply today 
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Legionnaire, departments cited for membership efforts 



Several membership awards were presented during the 2003 
National Convention in St. Louis. Walter Soffeld of Post 267 in 
Columbus, Ga., was named the 2003 Recruiter of the Year for 
bringing in 313 members last year, while the Department of 
Delaware was presented the O.L. Bodenhamer Trophy, given 
annually to the department designated to lead the parade at 
National Convention. 

The Departments of Delaware (Category V) and Arizona 
and Georgia (Category III) all received the Gen. Henri 
Gouraud Trophy, awarded annually to the department first to 
exceed its national membership goal in each of the six 
categories. 

Three departments attained all-time highs for membership 
- Florida, Delaware and Nevada - while seven departments 
attained 100-percent totals through traditional efforts: 
Delaware, France, Georgia, Virginia, Idaho, Arizona and 
New Hampshire. 



\ 
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Walter Soffeld of Georgia received his National Recruiter 
of the Year cap from National Commander Ron Conley. 
Soffeld signed up 313 members last year. James v. carroii 



acceptance speech, the former 
infantry officer reiterated his 
support for a number of Legion 
issues including the flag-protec- 
tion amendment, improved 
military and veterans benefits, 
and the war on terrorism. 

"We're also in a war against 
those who would take away or 
denigrate our veterans benefits/' 
Brieden said. "National Com- 
mander Ron Conley has done an 
outstanding job of documenting 
the problems and presenting to 
Congress what needs to be done 
to correct those problems. We 
will continue to make sure that 



we are the lead organization in 
protecting our veterans benefits." 

Brieden said a cultural war is 
being waged in America, which 
permits courts like the 9th 
Circuit to rule that reciting the 
Pledge of Allegiance is unconsti- 
tutional and the Supreme Court 
to say that flag desecration is free 
speech. "We have been the lead 
organization of values in Ameri- 
ca, and we will continue to be." 

Brieden's support for the 
military is unwavering. "We are 
a nation at war and need to adopt 
a war-type mentality," he said. 
"Our citizens need to be remind- 



ed of what happened on Sept. 11 
and how they can support the 
war on terrorism. We need to 
support our troops." 

Brieden said the Legion should 
continue to grow and have at 
least one post for every high 
school in the United States. 

His term will include the 
dedication of the National World 
War II Memorial in Washington 
next May and the 50th anniver- 
sary of the Child Welfare Foun- 
dation, two projects Brieden 
says he wants to be heavily 
involved with. 

He strongly encouraged Legion 
family values to accomplish 
such goals, as The American 
Legion Auxiliary elected Kather- 
ine Morris, also a Texan, as 
national president, replacing 
Elsie Bailey of New Jersey. 
Elected commander of Sons of 
The American Legion was Neal 
Warnken of Hutchinson, Kan. 
Warnken takes over for Steve 
Laws of North Carolina. 

"The American Legion has 
always been the heart and soul 
of America," Brieden said. 
"We've always been for God and 
country, and we will continue to 
be. America needs us more today 
than ever before, and we will 
continue to serve America." □ 

John Raughter is editor of The 
American Legion Magazine. 

Article design: Doug Rollison 




National Commander John Brieden, center, says he will work closely with SAL Commander 
Neal Warnken of Kansas and Auxiliary President Katherine Morris of Texas to promote 
Legion family values. James v. carroii 
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They dedicated their best years to keeping America strong. 
Decades later many would get sick from the 



Asbest 





From the 1930s to 1965 the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard teemed with 
activity. Thousands of men and 
women worked there — and at hun- 
dreds of other shipyards, facto- 
ries, powerhouses and construc- 
tion sites — to keep America strong 
through times of war and peace. 

They were unaware of the silent 
danger that stalked them every 
working day — asbestos. 

For many, it would take decades 
before the symptoms started show- 
ing — shortness of breath, a cough 
that wouldn't go away, chronic 
fatigue. 

And then the diagnosis — 
Mesothelioma or Lung Cancer — 

diseases that often entailed serious 



health consequences. 

If you are a victim of asbestos- 
related mesothelioma or lung 
cancer, or a victim's immediate 
survivor, you should understand 
your rights and know what you are 
entitled to. 

A free consultation with Weitz & 
Luxenberg will help you choose 
your best course of action. Weitz & 
Luxenberg has been one of the lead- 
ing asbestos law firms in 
the United States for more than 
ten years. 

To speak with one of our repre- 
sentatives and to obtain a copy 
of our free booklet on asbestos 
litigation, call us toll-free at 
1-800-476-6070. 



About Weitz & Luxenberg 

• Weitz & Luxenberg has successfully settled 
thousands of asbestos cases and is presently 
litigating many more thousands of asbestos 
cases from all across America. 

• Over 60% of all asbestos cases on the New 
York City trial docket for the year 2002 were 
being handled by Weitz & Luxenberg. 

• Over the years, Weitz & Luxenberg has won 
verdicts totaling in excess of $340,000,000 
for asbestos victims. 

•Weitz & Luxenberg is powered by over 50 
attorneys and 250 support personnel, all ded- 
icated to serve your best interests. 

•Weitz & Luxenberg offers comprehensive 
client care by maintaining separate worker's 
compensation, estate and client relations 
departments on their behalf. 



Future verdicts or settlements cannot 
be predicted from prior results. 



Weitz & Luxenberg, P.C. 

LAW OFFICES 

Setting the standard in asbestos litigation for over a decade 
180 Maiden Lane • New York, NY 10038 

1(800)476-6070 

www.weitzlux.com 

Call for a free consultation & booklet 



The statute of limitations of your 
respective state will help determine 
your ability to file a claim. 



Marching 
Spirit of St. Louis 




Kevin Gordon watched from the 
sidelines. The cast on his sprained 
ankle must have been particularly 
irritating on an afternoon when tempera- 
tures hovered around the 100-degree 
mark, and the humidity spawned clammy 
layers on marchers and spectators alike. 

The 20-year-old assistant manager at 
Krispy Kreme is already a veteran of six 
American Legion National Convention 
parades. St. Louis, however, was special. 

Gordon is a clarinet player and assis- 
tant drum major for Joliet, 111, Post 1080 - 
the band that won both the marching 
and concert competitions. Gordon, a 
member of the post's SAL Squadron, 
didn't seem to mind the heat. 

"It was definitely a hot scorcher espe- 
cially when you're wearing dark wool 
uniforms, but the parade seemed to flow, 
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TOP: Members of the Minnesota delegation march in view of the historic Old 
Courthouse and Gateway Arch. ABOVE: Grand Marshal Marine Lt. Gen. Gary H. 
Hughey (right), Honorary Grand Marshal and Past National Commander Richard 
"Ric" Santos and other dignitaries and guests observe the parade as it passes the 
reviewing stand. 




BELOW: Rockville, Md., Post 86, the 2003 national 
champion military honor guard, marches past the 
reviewing stand. MIDDLE: Uncle Sam, portrayed by 
Charles Haley from West Virginia, entertained parade 
watchers. 






TOP: National Commander Ronald F. 
Conley, his wife Barbara and grandson 
Jonathon Kyle honor the colors as they 
approach the reviewing stand. ABOVE 
LEFT: Members of the award-winning 
Joliet, III., Post 1080 marching band 
approach the stand. ABOVE: Virginia 
delegation guest marcher Sparkey. 
LEFT: The America's Center thermom- 
eter confirms the unseasonably hot 
weather. 



and there was still a nice breeze." 

The three-hour parade didn't seem 
too long for the military "Spirit of 
Service" award winners who sur- 
prised their Legion escorts waiting to 
take them to the reviewing stand. 
Instead of riding in four pre-assigned 
Corvettes, the servicemembers each 
decided to take the wheel. 

Following the dozens of dignitaries 
who led the parade were nearly 6,000 
marchers representing the 55 Depart- 
ments and other members of The 
American Legion family. 

Marine Lt. Gen. Gary H. Hughey 
was the parade's grand marshal and 
Past National Commander Richard 
"Ric" Santos served as honorary grand 
marshal. 




Members of the St. Louis Fire Department enjoyed an unobstructed view of activities 
atop one of two ladder trucks supporting a giant flag above the parade route. 
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Roster for a New Legion Year 




Fang A. Wong 

National Vice 
Commander 

Northeast Region 
Home: East Brunswick, 
N.J. 

Legion membership: 

14 years, Post 1291 
Military service: U.S. 

Army, 1969-1989 
Occupation: Defense contractor 
Legion highlights: Post Adj., 1996-2003; 
Dept. Americanism Chairman, 1999-2002; 
Dept. Cmdr., 2002-2003 
National positions: Americanism Cncl., 
2000-2003; Distinguished Guests Cmte., 
2001 

Region includes: New Jersey, Pennsyl- 
vania, New York, Connecticut, Rhode 
Island, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
Vermont, Maine, District of Columbia 



Michael Dennis Helm Todd E. White 




National Vice 
Commander 
Midwest Region 
Home: Norcatur, Kan. 
Legion membership: 
32 years, Post 313 
Military service: U.S. 
Army, 1971-1973 
Occupation: Farmer/ 

U.S. Postal carrier 

Legion highlights: Post Adj. 1973-1980 
and 1998-2003; Post Cmdr., 1990-1992; 
Dept. Vice Cmdr., 1986-1987; Dept. Cmdr., 
1987-1988 

National positions: Children & Youth 
Cmsn., 1994-1996; Public Relations Cmsn., 
2000-2003; Cmte. on Committees, 2000 
Region includes: North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Nebraska, Minnesota, Illinois, 
Wisconsin, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio 




National Vice 
Commander 
Western Region 
Home: Worland, Wyo. 
Legion membership: 
28 years, Post 44 
Military service: U S 
Army, 1967-1969 
Occupation: Engineer, 
Wyoming Department of Transportation 
Legion highlights: Post Cmdr., 1979- 
1980 and 1987-1988; Post Adj. 1982-1987; 
Dept. Vice Cmdr., 1993-1994; Dept. Cmdr., 
1994-1995 

National positions: Public Relations 
Cmsn., 1986-1998; Alt. Nat. Exec. Cmte., 
1996-1998; Nat. Exec. Cmte., 1998-2002; 
Veterans Preference Cmte., 2002-2003 
Region includes: New Mexico, Colorado, 
Wyoming, Montana, Arizona, Utah, Idaho, 
Nevada, California, Oregon, Washington, 
Alaska, Hawaii, Mexico, Philippines 



Richard G. Denbow Clinton E. Thompson Fae Casper 




National Vice 
Commander 
Central Region 
Home: Gladbrook, lowa 
Legion membership: 
30 years, Post 127 
W J§ A Military service: U.S. 
rail Army, 1953-1955 

Occupation: Self- 
employed grain and livestock farmer 
Legion highlights: Post Adj. 1982-1984; 
Cmdr., 1984-1986; Dept. Vice Cmdr., 1998- 
1999; Dept. Cmdr., 2001-2002 
National positions: Resolutions 
Assignment Cmte., 2002-2003 
Region includes: Kansas, Missouri, 
Mississippi, lowa, Texas, Louisiana, 
Arkansas, Oklahoma, France 




National Vice 
Commander 
Southeast Region 
Home: Denver, N.C. 
|H Legion membership: 
± 53 years, Post 380 

&$^k Military service: U.S. 
mA JH Air Force, 1948-1952 

Occupation: Retired 
Legion highlights: Post Cmdr., 1987- 
1991; Post Adj. 2003; Dept. Vice Cmdr., 
1985-1986; Dept. Cmdr., 1996-1997 
National positions: Foreign Relations 
Cncl., 1993-2003 

Region includes: Florida, Alabama, 
Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, 
Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky, West 
Virginia, Puerto Rico, Maryland, Delaware 




National 
Historian 

Home: Lithia Springs, Ga. 
Legion membership: 

21 years, Post 145 
Military service: U.S. 
Army, 1962-1964; U.S. 
Army Reserves, 1973- 
1993 

Occupation: Affiliate relations specialist, 
The Weather Channel 
Legion highlights: Post Cmdr., 1993-1994; 
Post Adj. 1990-1996, 1999-2000; Dept. Vice 
Cmdr., 2001-2002; Dept. Historian, 1993- 
1996, 2000-2001, 2002-present 
National positions: Distinguished 
Guests Cmte., Americanism Cmsn., 
National Security Cncl. 



William J.P. Doubek Raymond Wildman Kenneth Mueller 



National 
Chaplain 

Home: Neosho, Mo. 
Legion membership: 

31 years, Post 163 
Military service: U.S. 
M Air Force, 1970-1977 
^| Occupation: Pastor, 
First Lutheran Church 
Legion highlights: Post Cmdr., 1993; 
Dept. Chaplain, 1994-1997 and 1999-2001 



National 

Sergeant-at-Arms 
Home: Mentone, Texas 
Legion membership: 

15 years, Post 430 
Military service: U S 

Navy, 1966-1978 
Occupation: Hot oiler 
Legion highlights: 

Post Cmdr., 1996-1998; Post Adj., 1997- 
1998; Dept. Sgt.-at-Arms, 2002-2003 
National positions: Legislative Cncl., 
Americanism Cncl. 





Aide to the 
National 
Commander 

Home: Brenham, Texas 
Legion membership: 

27 years, Post 48 
Military service: U.S. 

Army, 1971-1974 
Occupation: Veterans 
County Service Officer, Washington 
County 

Legion highlights: Post Cmdr., 1993- 
1995; Dept. Legislative Cncl., 1996-1999 
and 2002-2003 

National positions: Legislative Cncl, 
2000-2001; National Security Cncl., 2001- 
2003 
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85TH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF THE AMERICAN LEGION 



Summary of resolutions adopted 
by national convention delegates 



Here are summaries of the 41 resolutions passed at the 85th National 
Convention of The American Legion in St Louis. For the full text 
contact the Legion Library at (317) 630-1366, e-mail library@legion.org, 
or visit the web site at http://www.legion.org. written requests for all 
approved resolutions, in booklet form, can be made to: The Library, The 
American Legion, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 



Economics 

Res. No. 30 - Supports changes in Title 
38, U.S. Code, that will require federal 
contractors and employers with federally 
funded grants to actually hire qualified 
veterans. 

Res. No. 34 - Supports veterans 
preference in federal, state and local 
government and opposes any and all 
efforts to reduce this preference while 
seeking changes in Title 5 and Title 38, U.S. 
Code, that will eliminate the Direct Hire 
Authority and the Category Rating System. 
Res. No. 68 - Urges local, state and 
federal bodies to enact legislation to 
provide income insurance to citizen 
soldiers and sailors during deployments 
and tax credits to employers who hire and 
support their deployed Guard and Reserve 
employees with continuation of their 
medical benefits and pay while deployed. 
Res. No. 143 - Urges Congress to 
approve legislation to remove the 
discriminatory portion of the Internal 
Revenue Code so veterans serving after 
1976, and their families, might enjoy the 
same benefits. 

Foreign Relations 
Res. No. 2 - Urges the U.S. government 
to support South Korea in more actively 
persuading Pyongyang to abandon its 
nuclear program, with the result that the 
nuclear issue on the Korean peninsula 
be resolved through dialogue without a 
war there. 

Res. No. 3 - Supports sales of the latest 
American weapon systems, including 
naval vessels, submarines, military 
aircraft, high-tech electronics and 
communications equipment, and air- 
defense missile systems to the Republic 
of China (Taiwan). 

Res. No. 37 - Requests Congress to 
pass, and the president sign into law, 
legislation that would define the political 
status options available to U.S. citizens of 
Puerto Rico and authorize a plebiscite to 
provide opportunities for Puerto Ricans to 
make informed decisions regarding the 
island's future political status. 
Res. No. 66 - Supports a bipartisan 
American foreign policy that secures 
peace and security for the United States 
and reflects the nation's values and 



national character, and urges the U.S. 
Congress and the president to reevaluate 
the nation's strategic relationships with 
other countries as well as its collective 
security commitments. 
Res. No. 148 - Supports the establish- 
ment of the Free Trade Area of the 
Americas no later than Jan. 31, 2005, and 
supports the long-term goals of the 
Enterprise for the Americas initiative to 
enhance economic growth and coopera- 
tion between the governments and 
peoples of the Western Hemisphere. 
Res. No. 161 - Urges the U.S. government 
to provide an expanded number of 
scholarships to Mexican, Central American, 
Caribbean and South American students, 
particularly those lacking funds to attend 
undergraduate and appropriate vocational- 
technical programs, provided those 
students promise to return to their home 
countries after completing their educations. 

internal Affairs 

Res. No. 164 - Expresses appreciation to 
the Department of Missouri, Gov. Bob 
Holden, Mayor Francis Slay, the city 
officials of St. Louis, including fire, police 
and other public safety officials, and to 
the 2003 National Convention Corporation 
Officers, James Mareschal, president. 

National Security 

Res. No. 4 - Urges the administration 

and Congress to fully resource the U.S. 



Navy and Marine Corps to provide 
credible combat power from the sea. 
Res. No. 41 - Urges Congress to require 
government contractors to utilize 
American-made components and 
subsystems in construction of their 
equipment before those made by foreign 
subcontractors for use by the U.S. military 
services. 

Res. No. 44 - Supports legislation that 
reduces the age requirement from 60 to 55 
in order to receive Reserve retirement pay. 
Res. No. 77 - Urges that retired U.S. 
Armed Forces personnel residing in 
overseas countries be allowed access to 
all on-base, active-duty facilities. 
Res. No. 87 - Urges congressional action 
to fund the concurrent receipt of military 
retirement pay for longevity and disability 
compensation for all disabled retirees and 
urges Congress to modify Severely 
Disabled Special Compensation pay by 
eliminating the four-year requirement and 
amending the Combat-Related Special 
Compensation by including disabled 
retired Reservists and Guardsmen and 
TERA early retirees. 

Res. No. 88 - Recommends that various 
guidelines be incorporated as part of the 
DoD health-care package for military 
retirees, dependents and military 
survivors 

Res. No. 89 - Calls for closely monitoring 
the progress of the Anthrax Vaccine 
Immunization Program, urging compre- 
hensive congressional oversight and 
conducting outreach to servicemembers, 
veterans and their families; urges the DoD 
to seek production of a newer vaccine 
proven for efficacy, safety and with a 
shorter inoculation regimen than the 
current six inoculations, all in accordance 
with FDA regulations; and recommends 
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Serving Our Nation With Pride 

With honor, courage, and commitment to God, Corps 
and Country, the United States Marines bravely defend 
our freedom at home and abroad. 

Now "Pride of the Nation" celebrates one of our 
country's most distinguished fighting forces. This 
limited-edition tribute captures the enduring pride 
and determination of every U.S. Marine. And a noble 
eagle, beautifully crafted of crystal clear resin, reflects 
America's abiding faith and support in the courageous 
endeavors of this elite branch of our armed services. 

Our 365-Day Guarantee assures your satisfaction or 
your money back. Reply today! 
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sales tax. All orders must be signed and are subject to credit approval. Edition limited 
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Americanism 
Res. No. 160 - Reiterates 
support for the Pledge of 
Allegiance in its current form 
and voices opposition to all 
attempts to revise it beyond 
the version approved by 
Congress in 1954. 



Corbis 



that DoD expeditiously develop a second 
manufacturer of anthrax vaccine, and in 
the quantities necessary, which surpass 
the funding, credibility and FDA inspection 
issues currently under criticism. 
Res. No. 91 - Urges Congress to fully fund 
the Department of Homeland Security and 
harmonize the many agencies and offices 
with Homeland Security responsibilities 
into a viable and credible deterrent to 
those who seek to inflict violence on the 
United States and the American people 
and also fully fund those Homeland 
Security tasks and functions at regional, 
state and local levels. 
Res. No. 93 - Urges Congress and DoD 
to support and fund several quality-of-life 
features, including military pay compara- 
bility for the Armed Forces and regular 
increases in the Basic Allowances for 
Quarters. 

Res. No. 94 - Urges the administration 
and Congress to fully fund the U.S. Coast 
Guard budget so it can achieve its 
numerous vital missions; urges annual 
congressional passage of the Coast Guard 
Authorization Act; and urges Congress 
and the Department of Homeland Security 
to support pay and benefits equity for 
Coast Guard men and women as well as 
the same quality-of-life features autho- 
rized for the other members of the U.S. 
Armed Forces. 

Res. No. 95 - Urges Congress to continue 
its determination to retain and expand the 
Uniformed Services University of the 
Health Sciences as a continued source of 
uniformed physicians, advanced-practice 
nurses and scientists dedicated to careers 
of service in the Army, Navy, Air Force and 
the U.S. Public Health Service. 
Res. No. 96 - Urges congressional 
hearings on the Uniformed Services 
Former Spouses Protection Act and 
supports the principle that spouses of 
military personnel have the right to 
adequate support, that military pay should 
only be included in judicial determinations 
of appropriate support on a case-by-case 
basis; and that the federal law (P.L. 97-252) 
to distribute military retired pay as 
property between service members or 
military retirees and former spouses as a 
minimum should be modified. 
Res. No. 99 - Urges Congress to repeal 
the unfair law that prohibits military 
retirees from receiving both retired 
military pay and disability compensation 
concurrently. 

Res. No. 109 - Urges Congress and the 
administration to pursue further develop- 
ment of domestic sources of energy. 
Res. No. 115 - Expresses support and 
appreciation to members of the U.S. 
Armed Forces who are carrying out their 
missions with excellence, patriotism and 
bravery and to the families of the U.S. 
military personnel who are providing 
support and prayers for their loved ones 
currently engaged in military operations. 

veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation 
Res. No. 60 - Calls for sponsorship and 
support of legislation to exempt all former 
POWs and those who were awarded the 



Purple Heart from any co-payment for 
prescription drugs. 

Res. No. 61 - Calls for sponsorship and 
support of legislation to change the 
Medicaid-covered nursing-home care 
provision to allow helpless children who 
are receiving VA pension benefits to keep 
$90 of their checks for incidentals. 
Res. No. 62 - Calls for sponsoring and 
support of legislation to allow payment of 
the full statutory rate for DIC benefits to 
the surviving spouses of veterans of the 
Philippine Commonwealth Army and the 
Guerrilla Service of the U.S. Armed Forces 
in the Far East who were U.S. citizens or 
permanent resident aliens. 
Res. No. 63 - Calls for sponsorship and 
support of legislation to reduce the 
number of years a veteran must be rated 
100 percent from 10 years to five years for 
eligibility to Die payments. 
Res. No. 85 - Urges the completion of 
the scientific study on Agent Orange 
mandated by Public Law 96-151; calls for 
veterans reporting to VA medical-care 
facilities claiming exposure to Agent 
Orange to be provided examinations and 
treatment which are thorough and 
appropriate; seeks legislation to amend 
Title 38, U.S. Code, Section 1116, to 
provide entitlement to these presump- 
tions for those veterans who were 
exposed to Agent Orange while serving in 
areas other than the Republic of Vietnam 
where Agent Orange was tested, sprayed 
or stored; and seeks legislation to amend 
Title 38, U.S. Code, Chapter 18, to provide 
entitlement to spina-bifida benefits for the 
child or children of any veteran who was 
exposed to Agent Orange as the result of 
service in the Republic of Vietnam or in 
other locations where Agent Orange was 
tested, sprayed or stored. 
Res. No. 118 - Calls for Congress to 
amend Title 38, U.S. Code, to expand 
eligibility for the pension program to 
veterans placed in imminent danger under 
"warlike conditions." 

Res. No. 120 - Calls for discontinuing the 
Regional Pension Maintenance Centers and 
for the VA regional office in each state to 
regain control of, and responsibility for, all 
pension accounts of claimants of that state. 
Res. No. 129 - Supports legislation that 



would require the VERA model to count 
all veterans enrolled in the VA health-care 
system and for VERA to allocate appropri- 
ated medical-care funding down to the VA 
medical centers and require the VlSNs to 
analyze the effectiveness of VERA's 
allocation. 

Res. No. 130 - Opposes increased co- 
payments and an enrollment fee for 
Priority Groups 7 and 8 veterans to receive 
VA health care. 

Res. No. 133 - Opposes any federal 
legislation requiring an American Legion- 
accredited representative to develop 
claims for VA. 

Res. No. 138 - Calls for sponsorship and 
support of legislation to return the burial 
allowances and burial plot allowance to all 
veterans who served during a time of war 
or conflict and calls for increases in burial 
allowances. 

Res. No. 147 - Calls for a continuation of 
nationwide site visits of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs medical centers and other 
health-care facilities; that each site visit by 
the national commander or his designee 
include a full report of each facility 
submitted to the Legion's National Veterans 
Affairs and Rehabilitation Commission; that 
all information garnered through these 
facility visits will be compiled as part of a 
"State of VA Medical Facilities Report" or 
similar document; and that the "State of VA 
Medical Facilities Report" and the quality of 
VA health care provided to the nation's 
veterans be held as priority issues in the 
portfolio of The American Legion; and that 
the national commander use all means 
available to communicate and advocate the 
importance of the same to the president, 
his administration and Congress. 
Res. No. 162 - Urges the Under 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs for Memorial 
Affairs to make a determination in keeping 
with his commitment to restoring all 
national cemeteries to shrine status, to 
require that the specifications for National 
Cemetery Administration Standard 
Government marble headstones shall 
include the requirement to use white 
marble only; and that in the absence of a 
determination by the Under Secretary for 
Memorial Affairs, The American Legion 
support legislation to this end. 
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For collectors, mechanical 
watches are tiny pieces of art 
they can wear." 

It's the complications that 
can have the biggest impact 
on price " 



Business Week, July 2003 




Eighty two years ago, a small watch- 
maker in Europe created a legendary 
watch. He invented the first watch with 
an automatic mechanical movement. These 
innovative movements required no batteries 
and never needed to be manually wound. 
Only seven of these ultra-rare watches were 
ever made and we've only actually seen one 
surviving masterpiece in a watch history 
book. We were fascinated with the complex 
functions of this historical timepiece. 
Production of this design did not survive the 
crash of 1929. Watch production plunged as 
did the economy. As we researched 1920's 
chronographs from Switzerland, we found 
that these mechanical marvels are now high- 
ly prized by today's collectors. One leading 
auction house recently sold an exquisite 1929 
mechanical Chronograph for $1,487,000. 
Inspired by that brilliant design, our Stauer 
Meisterzeit has been painstakingly handcraft- 
ed to the demanding standards of vintage 
watch collectors. 
It's Complicated. 

Every interior dial has been carefully engi- 
neered to replicate the "complications" of 



the earliest chronographs. Two interior dials 
display day and month. A rare third dial 
depicts the sun and the stars on a 24-hour 
clock. The 21 -jewel mechanical movement 
utilizes an automatic self-winding mechanism 
inspired by a patent from 1923. Thus this 
watch never needs batteries and never needs 
to be manually wound. It's powered by the 
movement of the body. 
A Masterpiece for only $199... How is 
that possible? 

We revere what has come before. Classic cars, 
fine antiques, paintings of the old masters — 
but we absolutely hate to pay retail. Stauer 
doesn't waste your money on Polo match 
sponsorships or high priced celebrity 
endorsements. And since Stauer is selling this 
vintage chronograph directly to you, there are 
no Park Avenue jewelry store rents. We know 
that you are a smart collector, smart enough 
to want the best and still keep most of your 
money in your wallet and not on your wrist. 
This limited edition Stauer Meisterzeit allows 
you to wear a watch far more exclusive than 
most new "upscale" models. 
Here is your chance to claim a piece of 



watchmaking history in a rare design that is 
priced to wear everyday. The watch comes 
with our 30-day no questions asked money 
back guarantee. If you are not completely 
satisfied, simply return it for a full refund of 
the purchase price. This offer might not reap- 
pear for another 80 years. 

Not Available in Stores 

Call now to take advantage of this 
limited offer. 

Stauer Meisterzeit j>29S£ $199 +S&H. 

800-859-6540 

Promotional Code SMT174-09 

Please mention this when you call. 

To order by mail, please call for details. 

Suuer 



14101 Southcross Drive W. 
Dept. SMT174-09 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 



For fastest service, call toll-free 24 hours a day 800"859"6540 **Hp fcStfl B'^ 

Visit us online at www.Stauer.com for the complete line of Stauer Watches, Jewelry and Collectibles 



The birthplace of Veterans Day 



Fifty years ago, 
Emporia, Kan., 
gave us a day for 
all who served. 



BY JEFF STOFFER 

Too young for World War I 
and too old for World War 
II, Alvin King never served 
in the U.S. Armed Forces. He 
was a cobbler. But he was a 
cobbler in Emporia, Kan., in the 
patriotic heart of America, where 
honor for those who've served 
runs deep as the roots of the 
oaks and sycamores that line the 
city streets. 

King knew just about everyone 
in Lyon County. He paid espe- 
cially close attention to those 
with Blue Star Banners in their 
windows. "He was just a small- 
town businessman who had a 
deep interest in the guys going 
in," said Lee Stolfus, adjutant of 
Emporia's American Legion 
Post 5. "He knew them all 
personally, and their parents." 

King fixed shoes free of charge 
for those lacking the money to 
pay, including war orphans and 
widows. He played Santa Claus 
for schoolchildren, assembled 
care packages for troops overseas 
and served actively in the 
American War Dads. 

But his community spirit 
ultimately reached far beyond 
Emporia. He is credited with 
giving us Veterans Day, 50 years 
ago this month. 




Active-duty personnel, Reservists, students, Gold Star Mothersand veterans from all wars made 

NOV. 11, 1953, something different. Courtesy Emporia, Kan., Visitors Bureau and Chamber of Commerce 



Roots of "All Veterans Day." 

World War II and the Korean War 
had claimed the lives of more 
than 100 sons of Lyon County by 
1953. Among them was Medal-of- 
Honor recipient Marine Sgt. 
Grant Timmerman, a tank 
commander who gave his life 
shielding his men from a live 
grenade. And there was King's 
nephew, Pvt. John Cooper - 
killed instantly in Germany, from 
a Nazi artillery shell, just before 
Christmas 1944. 

Armistice Day - established in 
1938 to recognize the end of 
World War I - did not sufficiently 
honor all who fought afterward, 
according to King and his fellow 
Emporians. So, for Nov. 11, 1953, 
they decided to overhaul the 
observance into an "All Veterans 
Day." King would be chairman. 

A parade was the central 
feature. Marching along Commer- 



50th Anniversary Tribute week 

To honor this year's 50th anniversary of the first Veterans Day, Emporia has mapped out a 
full week of activities, Nov. 5 to 11. 

Included are a USO show, a "Camp Tribute" living history program, a mounted demonstra- 
tion by the 1st Cavalry of Fort Hood, Texas, a World War II battle reenactment, and several 
guest speeches from distinguished military leaders and a former POW. 
On Nov. 11, after a free breakfast for veterans, the parade begins at 9:30 a.m., followed by 
a service at All Veterans Memorial, lunch at The American Legion post, dinner at Golden 
Corral and a concert by the Air Force's Heartland of America Band. 
For more information: (800) 279-3730, www.emporiakschamber.org 



cial Street were a Marine Corps 
color guard, an American Legion 
bugle corps, troops from the 
137th Infantry, a Naval Reserve 
unit, recruiters, high-school 
bands, Army mothers, Navy 
mothers, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 
baton twirlers and veterans from 
all 20th century wars thus far. 
Marine fighter planes swooped 
and soared. Whistles and sirens 
howled until 11 a.m. when a 
moment of prayer was observed 
for the peace that came in 1918. 
Then it was off to the civic 
auditorium for a free meal, served 
in GI chow-line style, followed by 
a wheelchair basketball game, a 
free movie, a smoker and a dance. 

Kansas Gov. Edward F. Arn 
attended and said, "This is a 
wonderful thing. It should be 
done in every city of the nation." 

And so, the following spring, 
U.S. Rep. Ed Rees of Emporia, 
introduced legislation in Con- 
gress to change Armistice Day to 
Veterans Day for all of America. 

On Oct. 8, 1954, President 
Eisenhower signed a proclama- 
tion that stated: "On that day, let 
us solemnly remember the 
sacrifices of all those who 
fought so valiantly, on the seas, 
in the air, and on foreign shores, 
to preserve our heritage of 
freedom." □ 
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Show Your Pride! 




Order by Dec. 5th for Christmas Delivery! 
Satisfaction Guaranteed! 



Plus $&H (Add $2 for 
2X t $3 for 3X.\ 



Pe* T ralize Free 

on*the*left sleeve 
with your group name! 

(On orders of 12 or more personalized shirts.) 



new|^^ potnot.com 



1-800-443-9523 

Ptease mention offer # AD28 when placing your order. 
NewLife Industries * P.O. Box 1280 * Somerset. KY 42502 




Return To Normandy on The 60th Anniversary of The Allied Invasion 
aboard Holland America Line's ms Noordam 
June 2 to 12th, 2004 



On September 1 1th 2001 many Americans were introduced to the word "hero" in a 
way they had never known before. american patriotism soared and american flags 
began to spring up on front porches, cars, buildings and overpasses across america as 
the nation showed its love for the great american hero. 

While the heros of September 1 1th and its aftermath will be forever remembered 
in the hearts and minds of american citizens and the youth of the today, many of the 
truly great heros of american history remain unknown to the average u.s. citizen today. 

Six decades ago, on june 6th 1944, brave men took to the air, sea and land on a 
mission that would redefine the lives of every person on the face of the earth, and all 
the generations that follow. their courage brought an end to the greatest war man 
has ever known and set the standard by which all future "heros" would be judged. 

Join the five-star ms noordam as she relives the memories of these men with a 
return to the beaches of normandy with veterans, friends, family, and a new generation 
of Americans to see where the term "American Hero" was really born. 

For Rates, Reservations and Information Please Call: 
HARTFORD HOLIDAYS 

129 Hillside Avenue, Williston Park, NY 11596 




(800) 828-4813 



D-DAY CRUISE ITINERARY 

Jun 2 Dover/London, England 

Jun 3 Pymouth, England 

Jun 4 St. Peter Port, Guernsey 

Jun 5 Cherbourg, France (D-Day) 

Jun 6 Cherbourg, France (D-Day) 

Jun 7 St. Malo, France 

Jun 8 Honfleur, France 

Jun 9 Zeebrugge/Brussels, Belgium 

Jun 10 Amsterdam, The Netherlands 

Jun 1 1 Amsterdam, The Netherlands 

Jun 1 1 Cruising the North Sea Canal 

Jun 12 Dover/London, England 
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Female spies have a long heritage of stealthy service to America. 



BY JAMES V. CARROLL 

Lydia Barrington Darragh 
pressed one ear flat against 
the thin closet wall inside 
her Philadelphia home. Still as a 
corpse, she listened. British 
officers were talking in the room 
on the other side of the wall. She 
could barely make out their 
words, their plans for an attack 
against the Continental Army so 
massive and definitive it would 
crush the colonists' quest for 
independence. The following day, 
she slipped away, crossed enemy 
lines and spilled the whole story 
to Gen. George Washington's 



officers. The forewarned colo- 
nists mounted an unexpected 
defense, a show of force that sent 
the British into retreat. Arguably, 
the course of world history was 
changed by that chain of events, 
due to the work of a female 
American spy. 

Darragh, Pauline Cushman and 
Virginia Hall are rarely found in 
school history books. They are 
little-known heroes of their time, 
and that's just the way they 
would have wanted it. Their 
heroism was exercised not on 
bloody battlefields, but in the 
shadowy world of espionage. 
They plied their dangerous craft 



in the backstreets, barrooms and 
boardrooms of the world, har- 
vesting super-sensitive secrets, 
risking capture, torture and 
execution to accomplish clandes- 
tine missions. 

The pistol-packing Cushman 
often disguised herself in men's 
clothing in order to ferret out the 
names of Confederate sympathiz- 
ers and spies during the Civil 
War. A suspicious Confederate 
general arrested her in spring 
1863. She was subjected to brutal 
interrogation and sentenced to 
death by hanging. After Union 
soldiers secured a last-minute 
reprieve and release, Cushman 
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continued spying for the north 
and ultimately was given the 
honorary rank of major in the 
Union Army. 

Teasing, baiting and eluding 
her Nazi pursuers, Hall traveled 
the French countryside with 
seeming impunity during World 
War II. Disguised as a milkmaid, 
she hobbled on her wooden leg 
from farm to farm and into towns 
where she sold cheese to German 
soldiers, all the while collecting 
information for the Allies. Her 
covert activities were so damag- 
ing to the German war effort that 
they offered a reward for her 
capture. After the war, Hall 
received the Distinguished 
Service Cross. She was the only 
civilian woman during World 
War II to receive the nation's 
second-highest military award for 
valor. She later became one of the 
CIA's first female operatives. 

The stories of Darragh, Cush- 
man and Hall offer tantalizing 
glimpses into the world of secret 
agents, but their adventures were 
hardly groundbreaking in 
history. Rahab, a Jericho prosti- 
tute practicing the world's oldest 
profession, may have been the 
first documented woman to 
dabble in espionage - sometimes 
described as the world's second- 
oldest profession. 

According to an Old Testament 
account, Joshua - before crossing 
the Jordan River to the Promised 
Land - sent two spies to Jericho 
to "look over the land." Fearing 
the spies would be captured, 
Rahab hid them in her home. She 
lied to authorities when confront- 
ed about their whereabouts and 
later helped them escape to safety 
over the city's walls. For her help, 
Rahab's life and the lives of her 
family were spared when the Isra- 
elites later entered Jericho and 
killed every living thing. 

These shadow women and 
countless others fall into a "Sister- 
hood of Spies," writes author and 
former CIA agent Elizabeth P. 
Mcintosh, in her book by the same 
name. The contributions of female 
spies to matters foreign and 
domestic are the subject of a 
growing field of inquiry. The Inter- 
national Spy Museum in Washing- 



ton, which opened in July 2002, 
dedicates ample display space 
specifically for moles of the female 
gender. The stories of Darragh, 
Hall, Cushman and Rahab are all 
told there, along with dozens of 
other tales from the netherworld 
of espionage. 

Code Name Diane. Hall joined 
the Office of Strategic Services 
(OSS) in the early 1940s after 
serving undercover in the British 
Special Operations Executive. 
The U.S. Foreign Service had 
rejected her due to her missing 
left leg, which she lost in a pre- 
war accident. Hall became an 
extraordinary American spy, says 
Linda McCarthy, a retired 24-year 
CIA veteran and author. Code- 
named Diane, Hall was known to 
the Germans as the "one-legged 
limping woman" who threatened 
to undermine their carefully 
crafted war plans. 

"She is one of the most valued 
American agents we had in the 
OSS, and she just happened to be 
female," McCarthy says. "This 
woman broke two glass ceilings: 
the business of being female and 
the issue of being disabled." 

Julia McWilliams was another 
OSS hire. She came onboard after 
her rejection by the U.S. Navy. 
Her 6-foot-2 frame exceeded Navy 
height restrictions for women. 
She served the OSS both in the 
United States and China, earning 
the Emblem of Meritorious 
Civilian Service as head of the 
registry of the OSS Secretariat in 
China. After the war, she married 
OSS colleague Paul Child, attend- 
ed the world-renowned Le Cordon 
Bleu culinary academy, and 
gained stardom as a cooking 
expert, television personality and 
author. Julia Child also developed 
a shark repellant for NASA to 
protect astronauts after splash- 
down. 

"Julia told me that of all the 
things she did in her 90 years of 
living, her fondest memories 
were with the OSS in East Asia 
during World War II," McCarthy 
said. "She was one of 900 
women who were transferred 
overseas in 1944." 

St. Louis-born singer and 



entertainer Josephine Baker, 
meanwhile, carried secret 
invisible-ink messages written in 
the borders of her sheet music as 
she traveled unfettered through 
France, Spain and Portugal 
during World War II. She also is 
reported to have smuggled 
intelligence photographs out of 
France in her underwear, next to 
her skin. The French awarded her 
the Medal of Resistance and the 
Croix de Guerre for her clandes- 
tine wartime exploits. 

Danger Abounds. More than 70 
CIA operatives have been killed 
in the line of duty, according to 
the agency. Unofficially, one 
female spy is known to have died 
on the job: Barbara Annette 
Robbins, a 21-year-old CIA 
secretary, killed in Vietnam on 
May 30, 1955. 

At CIA headquarters in Langley, 
Va., a memorial Book of Honor 
contains stars "in honor of those 
who gave their lives in the service 
of their country." Forty of the 70- 
plus stars bear no names - stars 
representing fallen operatives 
who remain as anonymous in 
death as they were in life. Rob- 
bins' name does not appear in the 
memorial book, but it is included 
in an unofficial list published in 
The Washington Post in 1997. She 
and 21 others were killed when a 
car bomb exploded near the U.S. 
Embassy in Saigon. The 21-year- 
old Robbins was "under diplo- 
matic cover at the time of her 
death," the paper reported. 

"It can be a scary world out 
there," says E. Peter Earnest, a 
retired CIA agent, now director of 
the International Spy Museum. 
"Despite the inherent dangers, 
women have always played an 
important role in our espionage 
community. Granted, many 
women contribute in support 
roles, but throughout our history 
women have been in the field 
taking the same risks faced by 
their male counterparts." □ 

James V. Carroll is an assistant 
editor at The American Legion 
Magazine. 
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THE ENOLA GAY EXHIBIT 



"Let's learn from it' 



Americans can 
now see history's 
most famous 
peacemaker 
in one piece. 



BY MATT GRILLS 



Reassembled and fully 
restored to its wartime 
condition, the Enola Gay is 
once again going on display at 
the Smithsonian's National Air 
and Space Museum - this time 
without controversy. 

In 1994, the Smithsonian asked 
The American Legion to join 
with it in revising the script for 
an Enola Gay exhibit scheduled 
to open in May 1995. To the 
horror of America's veterans, the 
script called into question 
President Truman's decision to 
drop two atomic bombs on Japan 
in 1945. After months of trying to 
remove a bias that cast America 
as aggressor and Japan as victim, 
the Legion formally opposed the 
exhibit, arguing that the bomb- 
ing helped end World War II and 
saved hundreds of thousands of 
lives expected to be lost in a 
planned invasion of Japan. 

The new display, which opens 
to the public Dec. 15, avoids 
moral scrutiny of the Enola Gay's 
mission and instead looks at the 
Boeing B-29 Superfortress from a 
technological perspective. 
Designated for the 509th Com- 
posite Group, the Enola Gay and 
other B-29s were outfitted with 
special engines and propellers 
and faster-acting pneumatic 
bomb-bay doors. The aircraft 
also marked the first successful 
large-scale use of pressurized 
crew compartments. 

Too massive to be housed in 
the National Air and Space 
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Open bomb-bay doors reveal the interior of the newly reassembled Enola Gay at the 
Udvar-Hazy Center, in Chantilly, Va., near Dulles International Airport, ap 



Museum's flagship building on 
the National Mall in Washington, 
the Enola Gay is in the museum's 
Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center near 
Dulles International Airport. 
Restoration began last year when 
the airplane's parts arrived in 12 
truckloads from a Maryland 
storage facility. 

"Because of the work of some 
very talented men and women, 
future generations will sense 
firsthand the unalterable signifi- 



cance of this aircraft in World 
War II and human history," said 
museum director Gen. J.R. "Jack" 
Dailey at the plane's media 
unveiling. "Let's learn from it." 

Were it not for The American 
Legion, visitors to the Enola Gay 
display might be learning 
something else entirely. The 
Smithsonian's original plan in 
1994 was titled "The Last Act: 
The Atomic Bomb and the End of 
World War II." The exhibit's 



Choose Life 

Grow Young with HGH 



From the landmark book Grow Young with 
HGH comes the most powerful, over-the- 
counter health supplement in the history of 
man. Human growth hormone was first 
discovered in 1920 and has long been thought 
by the medical community to be necessary only 
to stimulate the body to full adult size and 
therefore unnecessary past the age of 20. 
Recent studies, however, have overturned this 
notion completely, discovering instead that the 
natural decline of Human Growth Hormone 
(HGH), from ages 21 to 61 (the average age at 
which there is only a trace left in the body) and 
is the reason why the the body ages and fails to 
regenerate itself to its 25 year-old biological 
age. 

Like a picked flower cut from the source, we 
gradually wilt physically and mentally and 
become vulnerable to a host of degenerative 
diseases, that we simply weren't susceptible to 
in our early adult years. 

Modern medical science now regards aging as 
a disease that is treatable and preventable and 
that "aging", the disease, is actually a 
compilation of various diseases and 
pathologies, from everything, like a rise in 
blood glucose and pressure to diabetes, skin 
wrinkling and so on. All of these aging 
symptoms can be stopped and rolled back by 
maintaining Growth Hormone levels in the 



blood at the same levels HGH existed in the 
blood when we were 25 years old. 

Growth Hormone first synthesized in 1985 
under the Reagan Orphan drug act, to treat 
dwarfism, was quickly recognized to stop aging 
in its tracks and reverse it to a remarkable 
degree. Since then, only the lucky and the rich 
have had access to it at the cost of $20,000 US 
per year. 

Many in hollywood's glamour sets, who never 
seem to age like you or I, have a special secret 
to tell, and even space pioneer and US Senator 
John Glen stays vital with HGH. 

The next big breakthrough was to come in 
1997 when the American Anti-aging Society, a 
group of doctors and scientists, developed an 
all-natural source product which would cause 
your own natural HGH to be released again and 
do all the remarkable things it did for you in 
your 20's. Now available to every adult for 
about the price of a coffee and donut a day. 

GHR-15 now available n America, just in time 
for the aging Baby Boomers and everyone else 
from age 30 to 90 who doesn't want to age but 
would rather stay young, beautiful and healthy 
all of the time. 

The new HGH releasers are winning converts 



«** The Reverse Aging Miracle 

RELEASE YOUR OWN GROWTH HORMONE AND ENJOY: 



• Improved sleep & emotional stability 
» Increased energy & exercise endurance 

► Loss of body fat 

► Increased bone density 

► Improved memory & mental alertness 

► Increased sexual potency 

► Increased muscle strength & size 

► Reverse baldness & color restored 

► Regenerates Immune System 
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» Strengthened heart muscle^ 
» Controlled cholesterol 

► Normalizes blood pressure 
» Controlled mood swings 
►Wrinkle disappearance 

► Reverse many degenerative 
disease symptoms 

► Heightened five senses awareness 

► Increased skin thickness & texture 



from the synthetic HGH users as well, since 
GHR-15 is just as effective, is oral instead of 
self-injectable and is very affordable. 

GHR-15 is a natural releaser, has no known 
side effects, unlike the synthetic version and 
has no known drug interactions. Progressive 
doctors admit that this is the direction medicine 
is seeking to go, to get the body to heal itself 
instead of employing drugs. GHR-15 is truly a 
revolutionary paradigm shift in medicine and, 
like any modern leapfrog advance, many others 
will be left in the dust holding their limited, or 
useless drugs and remedies. 

It is now thought that HGH is so comprehen- 
sive in its healing and regenerative powers that 
it is today, where the computer industry was 
twenty years ago, that it will displace so many 
prescription and non-prescription drugs and 
health remedies that it is staggering to think of. 

The president of BIE Health Products, the 
American distributor, stated in a recent 
interview, "I've been waiting for these products 
since the 70's. We knew they would come, if 
only we could stay healthy and live long 
enough to see them! If you want to stay on top 
of your game, physically and mentally as you 
age, this product is a boon, especially for the 
highly skilled professionals who have made 
large investments in their education, and 
experience. Also with the failure of Congress 
■ to honor our seniors with pharmaceutical 
coverage policy, it's more important than ever 
to take pro-active steps to safeguard your 
health. Continued use of GHR-15 will make a 
radical difference in your health, HGH is par- 
ticularly helpful to the elderly who, given a 
choice, would rather stay independent in their 
own home, strong healthy and alert enough to 
I manage their own affairs, exercise and stay 
rinvolved in their communities. Frank, age 85 
walks two miles a day, plays golf, belongs to a 
dance club for seniors, has a girl friend again 
and doesn't need Viagra, passed his drivers test 
and is hardly ever home when we call -GHR-15 
delivers. 

HGH is known to reverse Hemorrhoids, 
Multiple Sclerosis, Ankylosing Spondylitis, 
Macular Degeneration, Cataracts, Colitus, 
Fibromyalgia, Angina, Chronic Fatigue, 
Diabetes, Hepatitis C, Rheumatoid Arthritis, 
High Blood Pressure, Sciatica, helps Kidney 
Dialysis. 

For more information or to 
order call 1-877-849-4777 
www.biehealth.com 
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This program will make a radical difference in your health, 
appearance and outlook. In fact we are so confident of the 
difference GHR15 can make in your life we offer a 100% 
refund on unopened containers. 

1-877-849-4777 



As Heard on 



, n , www.biehealth.com 

As Heard °n 

Radiol BIE Health Products 

nr OonJoH nSO 3840 East Robinson Road 

V Box 1 39 A PRODUCT OF 

Ma Amherst, NY 14228 THE AMERICAN 

c =^ k — ' ANTI-AGING SOCIETY 




proposed script critically exam- 
ined the U.S. decision to use 
atomic weapons. The account of 
the war's final days was lopsided: 
49 photos of Japanese casualties 
compared to three photos of 
American casualties; 66 pages on 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and 13 
on Japanese casualties with a 
mere four pages detailing Japa- 
nese aggression. 

Past National Commander 
William M. Detweiler, newly 
elected at the time, says veterans 
were outraged. The Smithsonian 
was accused of rewriting history 
and of being unpatriotic. 

"The context of that original 
exhibit was a problem," says 
Hugh Dagley, former American 
Legion Internal Affairs Director 
and a member on the Legion's 
Enola Gay research team. "It 
went beyond displaying a historic 
aircraft to giving pychological, 
social and racial interpretation. 
The exhibit was more about the 
effect of the atomic bomb, a story 
they hung loosely on the aircraft. 
The aircraft was an icon to many 
World War II veterans. It repre- 
sented to an awful lot of guys 
that the war was over." 

"We had no agenda," Detweiler 
says. "We just wanted the whole 
story told, including the atrocities 
under Japanese expansionism, 
including the rape of Nanking 
prior to Pearl Harbor. The 
planned exhibit left out those 
years prior to Pearl Harbor." 

The orginal script included 
such statements as: 

■ "For most Americans, this 
war was fundamentally different 
than the one waged against 
Germany and Italy - it was a war 
of vengeance; for most Japanese, 
it was a war to defend their 
unique culture against Western 
imperialism." 

■ "The Japanese people waited 
in their island fortress, prepared 
to repulse the enemy on the 
beaches. But their deteriorating 
situation was increasingly under- 
mining their power to resist." 

■ "Without regard for life or 
name, a samurai will defend his 
homeland." 

Countering that was a U.S. 
Army general's quote: "We'll ... 
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set the paper cities of Japan on 
fire. There won't be any hesita- 
tion about bombing civilians." 

"We saw a definite intent on 
the part of the Smithsonian to 
portray the atom bomb as an 
instrument of death, using the 
Enola Gay," says Herman G. 
Harrington, chairman of the 
Legion's Internal Affairs Com- 
mission and a member of the 
Enola Gay research team. 

A press conference in Washing- 
ton in September 1994 an- 
nounced a partnership between 
the Legion and the Smithsonian 
to develop a more balanced and 
accurate exhibit. "The news 
conference elevated us to equal 
status, both in the U.S. press and 
in the Japanese press," Dagley 
says. "We were able to state our 
case publicly, which brought a 
tremendous amount of pressure 
on the Smithsonian (to change 
the planned exhibit) ." 

However, revised scripts - six in 
all - showed scant improvement. 
In a meeting with Smithsonian 
Secretary Michael Heymann, 
Detweiler asked that the display 
be postponed until the Legion's 
issues were resolved. The secre- 
tary refused. Detweiler then 
advised the secretary that The 
American Legion would now 
formally oppose the exhibit. 
Heymann told the commander 
that formal Legion opposition 
would cause him difficulties with 
constituents and in the academic 
community. Detweiler replied, "If 
it had not been for the valor of the 
men and women of World War II, 
you would not have constituents 
or academicians to worry about." 

Simultaneously, 81 members of 
Congress demanded the resigna- 
tion of the National Air and 
Space Museum's director. Later, 
the museum opened a smaller, 
less interpretative Enola Gay 
exhibit that drew record crowds. 

The truncated exhibit merely 
served as a teaser for what the 
Smithsonian now boasts: a 
polished and complete Enola Gay, 
looking as it did on Aug. 6, 1945, 
the day it was used to drop the 
"Little Boy" weapon on Hiroshi- 
ma from 31,600 feet. Flown by 
Col. Paul Tibbets, the Enola Gay 



also was used as the advance 
weather reconnaissance aircraft 
for the atomic bombing on 
Nagasaki on Aug. 9. Five days 
later, Japan surrendered. 

The Enola Gay was donated to 
the Smithsonian Institution in 
July 1949. It remained outdoors 
at Andrews Air Force Base until 
1960, when it was disassembled, 
and the pieces were stored. 

The Enola Gay is now the 
centerpiece of the National Air 
and Space Museum's collection. 
The vast new Udvar-Hazy Center 
houses 80 percent of the nation's 
aviation artifacts. Of those, the 
Enola Gay received the most 
expensive, and extensive, work. 

Museum staff, volunteers and 
interns spent 300,000 hours 
removing corrosion and polishing 
the plane to its original shine. 
Missing equipment was replaced, 
including radio gear, antenna 
components and authentic caps 
for the cockpit control wheels. 

In spring 1997, Heymann 
invited Detweiler and the Legion 
team to lunch at his office. 
Having re-assessed the Legion's 
opposition outlined in a resolu- 
tion passed at the 1994 Minne- 
apolis Convention, Heymann 
apologized and praised the 
organization for its stand. 

Detweiler, Harrington and 
Dagley say they are proud to have 
been part of getting the Enola 
Gay the treatment it deserves. 
"The Enola Gay was a technical 
marvel at that time," Detweiler 
says. "The atom weapon was 
being developed by Japan and 
Germany, and only through 
ingenuity and Tibbets did we 
develop the ability to deliver it." 

As evidence of the anticipated 
death and injury toll from the 
planned invasion of Japan, the 
Purple Hearts issued into the 
mid-1990s were all part of the 
same huge order placed before 
the Enola Gay's historic flight. 
Considering that, Detweiler says 
the role of the bomb and the 
plane that delivered it can't be 
overstated. "It saved so many 
lives on both sides. "□ 

Matt Grills is an assistant editor at 
The American Legion Magazine. 
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under the radar 



NATO vs. nature 

Scorching summer tempera- 
tures across Europe triggered 
forest fires in Portugal and 
Poland, forced French farmers to 
conserve water, restricted 
shipping on the Danube and 
limited speeds on British rail 
lines. Indeed, these sorts of 
measures are summertime rituals in the United 
States and other parts of the industrialized world. 
And for much of Africa, Latin America and the 
Middle East, enduring intense seasonal heat is 
part of life. Not so for Europe. 

French government officials claimed the heat 
wave killed 10,000 people. Those ghastly - and 
erroneous - numbers were based on a sloppy, 
simplistic comparison of summer 2003 and summer 
2002 mortality rates. A CBS News analysis put the 
figure closer to 30 dead, which is indeed sad but 
nowhere close to 10,000. It's no wonder officials in 
Spain and Italy dismissed the French figures. 

Elsewhere, Portugal asked NATO for planes and 
helicopters to drop water on its forests. Zoos in 




Amsterdam, where temperatures 
hit just 86 degrees, fed chimpan- 
zees iced fruit and sprayed 
ostriches with cold showers. The 
London Zoo covered pigs with 
sunscreen. Never mind that most 
of the world's chimps live in 
central Africa, where tempera- 
tures sore into the 90s and 100s; 
most the world's ostriches live in southwest Asia, 
where low temperatures hover in the 90s; and the 
typical pig in North America routinely weathers 
summertime temps of 90 degrees or more. 

Still, more is at work here than hot weather and 
sweaty animals. From their failure to deal with 
the Balkan wars of the 1990s to inertia over Iraq, 
and now their meltdown over the sizzling sum- 
mer of 2003, many of Europe's governments seem 
unable to react reasonably with uncomfortable 
situations of any kind. Earth is a dangerous, 
messy and sometimes uncomfortable planet. 
Neither NATO, frozen fruit nor melodramatics 
will change that. 

- A.W.D. 




A new Navy-Marine strike force includes 
the amphibious assault ship USS Peieiiu. 

U.S. Navy 



New strike force 

The Pentagon is deploying a 
new Navy-Marine strike force to 
increase its firepower and flexibil- 
ity in global hotspots. 

The Expeditionary Strike Group 
includes a cruiser, destroyer, 
frigate, attack submarine and an 
amphibious assault ship, complete 
with 2,200 Marines and a team of 
Navy SEALs. The USS Peleliu is 
serving as the command center 
for the first ESG, which will be 
deployed for eight months. 
Comprised of units and ships 
based in the Pacific and on the 
west coast of the continental 
United States, ESG One's area of 
responsibility includes the Ara- 
bian Sea and Persian Gulf. 
Another ESG, under the command 
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of the USS Saipan, will be de- 
ployed from the East Coast. 

The ESG concept is partly the 
result of experimental task forces 
deployed during the war in 
Afghanistan. According to the 
Naval Sea Systems Command, 
rather than relying exclusively on 
massive aircraft-carrier battle 
groups or small three-ship 
amphibious ready groups, the 
Pentagon deployed task forces 
with augmented capabilities 
during the Afghan campaign. The 
flexibility and punch of these ad- 
hoc task forces helped take down 
the Taliban regime in a matter of 
weeks. The ESGs may be called 
upon to do likewise with other 
thugocracies in future phases of 
the war on terror. 

internet voting 

The Pentagon has completed a 
new voting system that will enable 
military personnel deployed 
overseas to use the Internet to cast 
ballots in the 2004 elections. 
Known as the Secure Electronic 
Registration and Voting Experi- 
ment (SERVE), the new system 
promises to avert a repeat perfor- 
mance of the problems election 
officials and servicemembers 



encountered in 2000, when Florida 
rejected more than 1,000 overseas 
ballots. Many of those ballots were 
filled out by military personnel. 

Polli Brunelli, who oversees the 
program that designed SERVE, 
says most deployed troops have 
Internet access. As she explained 
to The Washington Times, SERVE 
will use a special digital signature 
to prevent voter fraud, ensure that 
more troops have the opportunity 
to vote and guarantee their votes 
will be counted. 

It's a good thing, as U.S. troops 
are being deployed in increasing 
numbers around the world. A 
study by GlobalSecurity.org, a 
military-policy research organiza- 
tion, found that U.S. forces are 
based in almost 130 countries. 
Some 364,000 American troops 
are on duty overseas, almost half 
in Korea, Europe and Japan. 

The deployments include 17 of 
the Army's 31 active-combat 
brigades - with two more in the 
midst of rotation; 132,565 Guards- 
men and Reservists; two of 12 
aircraft-carrier battle groups, with 
two more in pre-deployment 
training; and 94 of the Navy's 299 
ships and submarines. 

- Alan W. Dowd 
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The waistline war 



Despite fatty diets, 
French are slimmer 
than Americans. 

The "French paradox" - a 
perplexing disconnect between 
France's rich cuisine and slender 
population - is explained in part 
by significantly smaller portions 
in French restaurants and super- 
markets than in their American 
counterparts. So say researchers 
at the University of Pennsylvania 
and the Centre National de la 
Recherche Scientifique in Paris, 
who compared the size of restau- 
rant meals, single-serve foods and 
cookbook portions on 
both sides of the 
Atlantic. 

"The French paradox 
is only a paradox if one 
assumes that dietary fat 
is the major cause of 
obesity and cardiovascu- 
lar disease," said Paul 
Rozin, professor of 
psychology at Penn and 
lead author of a paper in 
the September issue of 
Psychological Science. 
"However, recent studies 
suggest that the importance 
of fat intake as a risk factor 
has been greatly exagger- 
ated. While the French eat 
more fat than Americans, 
they probably eat slightly fewer 
calories, which when compound- 
ed over years can amount to 
substantial differences in weight." 

The paradox has long stymied 
American dieters and scientists, 
who have been puzzled by the 
ability of the French to remain 
trim while downing buttery 
croissants, creamy brie and 
decadent pastries. Just 7 percent 
of French adults are obese, 
compared to 22 percent of Ameri- 
cans, and the mortality rate from 
heart disease is significantly 
lower in France. 

Rozin and his colleagues 
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weighed portions at 11 compa- 
rable pairs of eateries in Paris and 
Philadelphia, including fast-food 
outlets, pizzerias, ice-cream 
parlors and a variety of ethnic 
restaurants. They found the mean 
portion size across all Paris 
establishments was 277 grams, 
compared to a mean in Philadel- 
phia of 346 grams - 25 percent 
more than in Paris. 

In just one of the 11 compari- 
sons, between Hard Rock Cafes in 
both cities, were the Parisian 
portions larger. Three other 
international restaurant chains 
consistently served larger por- 
tions in the United States, 




Seven percent 
of French adults are 
obese, as compared with 
22 percent of Americans, 
and the mortality rate 
from heart disease is 
significantly lower 
in France. 



and Philadelphia's Chinese 
restaurants served meals that 
were on average 72 percent 
heftier than those served by 
Chinese restaurants in Paris. 

The researchers also examined 
references to portion size in 
Philadelphia and Paris editions of 
the 2000 Zagat Restaurant Guide. 
Serving sizes were not only 
mentioned roughly three times as 
frequently in reviews of Philadel- 
phia restaurants, but of these 
mentions, fully 88 percent de- 
scribed large portions, compared 
to just 52 percent in Paris. 

"Many studies have shown that 
if food is moderately palatable, 
people tend to consume what is 
put in front of them and generally 
consume more when offered 
more food," Rozin said. "Much 
discussion of the obesity 
epidemic in the United 
States has focused on 
personal will power, 
but our study 
shows that the 
environ- 
ment also 
plays an 
important 
role and that 
people may be 
satisfied even if served less 
than they would normally eat." 

Extending their approach to 
single-serve foods sold in super- 
markets, Rozin and colleagues 
found 14 of 17 items studied were 
larger in American stores. For 
example, a candy bar sold in 
Philadelphia is 41 percent larger 
than the same product in Paris, 
a soft drink is 52 percent larger, 
a hot dog is 63 percent larger 
and a carton of yogurt is 82 
percent larger. 

Source: University of Pennsylvania 

Living Well is designed to provide 
general information. It is not 
intended to be, nor is it, medical 
advice. Readers should consult 
their personal physicians when 
they have health problems. 




iFew—ThePn 

elebrate timelei 
wot" pocket wa 
igned, precisioi 
usively from Hat 



• Premierii 

• 365-Day 
The Best 

• Precision 

• Certifica 

The USMC | 

The gleaming, ha 
genuine 22K gold, a 
color enamel provic 
Glen Greene's portr; 
recognized uniform. 

Engraved on the insi 
"Semper Fi". Use the 
and belt clip to seci 
away from home. 

The lavishly appoin 
ished cast Eag 
handsomely mourr 
display base — 
FREE with 
watch order. 




Reservation Form — 
Please Respond Promptly 

□YES! Please reserve the "Honor" Collector Pocket Watch tor me. I NEED SEND 
NO MONEY NOW. I will pay for my pocket watch in four equal payments of $24.99*, 
the first to be paid prior to shipment. My satisfaction is completely guaranteed. 

365-Day Guarantee. The Best in the Business. 

* Plus a total of $9.95 for shipping & handling. Illinois residents add state sales tax. Please 
allow 4-6 weeks for shipment. 

collectiblestoday. com 

©2003 Hamilton Authenticated. Home of Hamilton Authenticated and All Things Collectible 

Neither the United States Marine Corps nor any other component of the 
Department of Defense has approved, endorsed, or authorized this product. 



Hamilton Authenticated 

9202 Center for the Arts Drive • Niles, IL 60714 



Name 



Address 
City 



_State . 



Zip 



98929-CC2 



_Telephone 



98929-E94901 



living well 



Diet, exercise can control 



BY DR. NELDA P. WRAY 

Diabetes is one of the 
leading causes of death 
and disability in the United 
States. About 17 million 
Americans have the 
disease, including one in 
eight VA patients. At 
especially high risk are the 
elderly, the overweight, 
those with a family history 
of diabetes and certain 
ethnic groups. 

Unfortunately, as many 
as one-third of Americans 
with diabetes are unaware 
they have the disease. Also of 
concern is the rising prevalence of 
type-2 diabetes - formerly known 
as adult-onset diabetes - in 
teenagers. This may be due to 
heredity and increasing obesity 
and physical inactivity among 
young people. But the health 
community agrees that maintain- 
ing a healthy weight and exercis- 
ing are two of the best ways to 
prevent and treat this potentially 
devastating disease. 

Causes. In type-1 diabetes, the 
body is unable to produce insulin, 
a hormone that helps convert food 
sugar into cellular energy. With- 
out insulin, sugar builds up in the 
bloodstream to dangerous levels. 
Patients with this condition need 
daily doses of insulin to live. 

In type-2 diabetes, which 
accounts for more than 90 percent 
of cases, the body makes insulin 
but can't use it properly. Type-2 
patients usually can manage their 
conditions through lifestyle 
changes and medications that 
control blood sugar and help the 
body use insulin. 

Early signs are more noticeable 
in type-1 diabetes. These include 
weight loss, fatigue, blurred vision, 
increased thirst and hunger, and 
frequent urination. Similar symp- 
toms occur in type-2 diabetes, but 
they develop more gradually and 
often go unnoticed until the 
disease reaches a later stage. 

When either form of diabetes 
goes unchecked, excess blood 
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sugar harms nerves and blood 
vessels, leading to heart disease, 
kidney failure and other serious 
complications. The breakdown of 
blood vessels in the retina can 
affect vision and even cause 
blindness. Nerve damage in the 
feet can limit sensation and lead 
to skin ulcers that, because of 
poor blood flow, do not heal. In 
the most severe cases, amputation 
is required. 

Self Care. Patients with diabetes 
must regularly check their blood 
sugar with a special glucose 
meter. Too much sugar is danger- 
ous, and too little sugar - such as 
when drug or insulin doses are too 
high - can cause shakiness, sweat- 
ing, dizziness and other symp- 
toms. Rather than rely on needles, 
syringes and self-injections, many 
patients today wear small, com- 
puterized pumps to deliver just 
the right dose of insulin at the 
right time. This helps avoid blood- 
sugar fluctuations. 

Patients also must watch their 
diets. Reducing sugar intake, salt 
and harmful fats is a key step. 
This helps not just blood sugar, 
but hypertension and cholesterol, 
which are risk factors for heart 
disease - the leading cause of 
death in diabetes. Quitting 
smoking is important, too. People 
with diabetes who smoke triple 
their risk of dying from cardiovas- 
cular disease. 

Several VA studies focus on 
vascular complications in diabe- 



tes. For instance, 
VA health-services 
investigators are 
exploring strategies 
for lowering coro- 
nary risk factors in 
diabetes patients. 
Also, VA is conduct- 
ing a major clinical 
trial with 1,700 
veterans to test 
whether stronger 
doses of certain 
diabetes drugs will 
help prevent heart 
attack and stroke. 
Scientists at the 
Gainesville VA Medical Center 
and the University of Florida are 
testing a genetically engineered 
gel that may help wound healing 
in diabetics and prevent the need 
for amputation. 

Exercise is vital for those with 
diabetes, mainly because it 
improves weight and cardiovascu- 
lar health. VA research found that 
diabetic patients who regularly 
exercise are nearly three times 
more likely to have good control 
of their blood sugar. 

Early detection is perhaps most 
important. Diabetes can be 
managed more easily when 
recognized early. Research at the 
Durham, N.C., VA Medical Center 
showed that routine finger-stick 
testing of outpatients with no 
known diabetes turned up a 
significant number of previously 
undiagnosed cases. This so-called 
opportunistic screening may be 
an effective way of identifying 
many millions of Americans who 
don't know they have the disease 
and starting them on the course 
toward longer, healthier lives. 

Nelda P. Wray, M.D., M.P.H., is 
chief research and development 
officer for the Veterans Health 
Administration. 

Living Well is designed to provide 
general information. It is not 
intended to be, nor is it, medical 
advice. Readers should consult 
their personal physicians when 
they have health problems. 
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PSORIASIS? 

Dermatitis? Eczema? Dandruff? Red Itchy Skin? Other Bothersome Skin Disorders? 




Restore your skin's appearance to its healthy clear state in just days 
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Spray goes on just 
like water 

Won't stain clothes, 
no oily mess 

No burning & Steroid-free 

Active ingredient is U.S. 
Government approved 

Clinically studied 



I Reduce extreme shedding 
of dead epidermal cells. 

Reduce redness, skin 
irritation and itching. 



Finally! Relief for people who suffer from the irritating symptoms 
of Psoriasis, Eczema, Dermatitis and other skin irritations! 

Introducing SkinZinc, the revolutionary skin treatment system that contains clinically 
proven ingredients that provide fast relief from red, itchy, flaky irritated skin and scalp. 

Feel like you have brand new skin. 

You owe it to yourself to look good and feel great. The SkinZinc system will provide relief 
and begin to restore your skin to its healthy clear state immediately. The active ingredients 
in SkinZinc have been approved by the US government and have been used safely to treat 
red, itchy, flaky, irritated skin and scalp for many years. Currently there is no known cure 
for psoriasis or eczema and SkinZinc does not claim to cure any diseases. Be sure to 
consult your physician if you have any questions. 

Easy application, No more mess! 

Say good-bye to dry, red itchy skin flare ups and say goodbye to those messy, smelly 
ointments. SkinZinc goes on like water. Its easy application spray bottle makes treatment 
of your skin a snap. Stop covering up and wear the clothes you want to! Stop suffering and 
call now for your risk-free trial! 

SkinZinc is guaranteed to work for you. 

Stop apologizing for the way you look and start feeling great, call now while supplies last. 




"SkinZinc is the most effective 
product I've seen for the 
treatment of bothersome skin 
disorders such as psoriasis, 
eczema, dermatitis and 
dandruff." Dr. S. Ravitz 






skinzinc.net 



Try SkinZinc Absolutely Risk-Free. 
Ask How To Get A FREE Supply With Your Order! 

1-888-252-0876 



Risk-Free Trial Code: 343 



legion news 



Rochester A's capture 
Legion world Series 



BY STEVE BROOKS 

In a game dominated by 
individuals at the professional 
level, the Rochester A's proved 
that baseball still is a team game. 

The A's, sponsored by Roches- 
ter, Minn., Post 92, combined 
timely hitting from everyone in 
the lineup with great defense and 
strong pitching to capture the 
77th American Legion World 
Series crown. Rochester topped 
Cherryville, N.C., 5-2 in the 
championship game at Bill 
Doenges Memorial Stadium in 
Bartlesville, Okla. More than 
2,900 fans watched the champi- 
onship game, the largest crowd 
ever at the stadium. 

While the A's didn't have any 
of the tournament's statistical 
leaders, they did place five 
players on the all-tournament 
squad. But Rochester relief 
pitcher Mike Badger said it was 
the sum of the parts that gave 
Rochester what it needed to win. 

Rochester finished the year 
with a record of 52-5. Cherryville, 
sponsored by Cherryville, N.C., 
Post 100, finished at 46-10. 

Cherryville struck first in the 
finals, plating two runs in the 
bottom of the first inning on 
two walks, a sacrifice 
and an RBI single 
from Matt Craig, 
a member of 
Legion 
Post 100. 
But 

Rochester 
pitcher 
Aaron Craig 
then settled 
down, retiring 
11 batters in a 
row and giving up 
just three hits the 
rest of the way. 

The A's got to Cher- 
ryville starting pitcher 
Steven Justice (8-3) in the third 
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The Rochester, Minn., A's captured the 77th American Legion Baseball World Series crown 
Aug. 26 in Bartlesville, Okla. The A's defeated Cherryville, N.C., 5-2 in front of 2,900 fans to 
cap a 52-5 season. The championship trophy was presented by South Dakota Alternate 
National Executive Committeeman Larry Price, steve Brooks 




inning, stringing together a 
single and a double before Lee 
Anderson knocked home both 
runners on a base hit. An error 
moved Anderson to third, and 
the next batter, Cris Collins, 
singled to score Anderson. 
Cherryville manager Bobby 
Reynolds replaced Justice 
with Chris Halubka, 
who got his 
team out of 
the inning 
with a fly 
ball, but the 
A's went 
back to 
work in the 
fourth. 
They tagged 
Halubka for 
two hits 
before Reynolds 
called star 
Chris Mason to 
the mound. Mason 
struck out Dan Lyons, 
but then Ted Garry's sacrifice 



scored Ronnie Olson for a 5-2 
Rochester lead. 

Mason wouldn't allow another 
run, striking out 10 batters in 
his six innings of relief work, 
but Craig likewise kept Cher- 
ryville at bay the rest of the 
game, allowing just four hits in 
eight innings. Badger came on 
in the ninth inning and gave up 
two hits before getting Ben 
Lastra to fly out to center field to 
end the game. 

Mason, who pitches for the 
University of North Carolina- 
Greensboro, was named the 
tournament MVP after his 
record-setting performance. He 
struck out 69 batters in 42 
innings, easily breaking the 
previous modern record of 55 set 
by former major-league pitcher 
Sid Fernandez. Mason also 
batted .465 with three home 
runs and nine RBIs. 

Steve Brooks is editor of The 
American Legion Dispatch. 




You can buy this iron for $130. 
Or you can have it free . 

Try my amazing 84b. vacuum free 
of charge for 30 days, and my $ 130 
Cordless Iron is your gift. 

HI, I'M DAVID ORECK AND I WANT YOU TO CLEAN YOUR HOME 
FOR A MONTH ON ME ABSOLUTELY FREE. THERE'S 
NOTHING TO BUY, EVEN THE SHIPPING IS FREE! 

My next generation Oreck XL® with the Violet Blue Dirt Search® is a 
giant step forward in American ingenuity. At barely 8 lbs., it takes the 
hard work out of house work. In fact, it has so many work-saving features 
you'll wonder why all vacuums arerit this thoroughly thought out. It 
features MicroSweep™ which lets you pick up sand off bare floors. 
It adjusts to every thickness of carpet, and automatically goes 
from carpets to bare floors. To really clean under beds and furni- 
ture, it lays flat. Our exclusive Helping Hand® Handle eliminates 
stress and strain on your wrist, forearm and elbow. Thanks to its 
top-fill design, it won't spew a cloud of dust every time you 
turn it on. Plus, my Oreck XL is hypo- allergenic, trapping 
99.9% of all harmful allergens as small as l/250th the width of 
a human hair. And odds are you'd go through three other 
vacuums in the time you own one 8-lb. Oreck XL. 

WITH ORECK, YOU GET A COMPLETE SYSTEM. 
For above-the-floor cleaning, I'll give you my $165 Super 
Compact Canister, with eight attachments, absolutely free 
with purchase of an Oreck XL. Hand held, or shoulder worn, 
this little dynamo is great for those hard-to-reach places, 
like ceilings, blinds, lampshades, and book shelves. 
IF YOU DON'T LOVE MY VACUUM, DON'T KEEP IT. 
BUT KEEP THE $130 IRON. 
My Oreck Cord Free Speed Iron® is a great work saver. You'll iron in much less 
time. And it's yours with no strings attached. Why do I give away gifts? It's 
simple. Nine out of 10 people who try an Oreck, buy an Oreck. So get your 
iron now, but hurry, this offer is limited. 

Free Shipping. Try Before You Buy. 

1-800-281-6420 ext. CG618 

Free 30-Day Home Trial ccei^ 

□ Yes, please call me to arrange a free 30-day trial of the Oreck XL® and send me a $130 
Oreck Cord Free Speed Iron® just for trying the XL. I understand I will receive the 
Super Compact Canister free with purchase and that shipping (a $29.95 value) is free. 

□ Send me a free information kit on the amazing 8-lb. Oreck XL. 

□ Include details of Oreck's 12-month Interest Free Payment Plan. 
Name 




Address 



State 



_Zip_ 



Tel( 

optional 



e-mail 

Call 1-800-281-6420 or visit oreck.com 



Nothing gets by an Oreck.® 
Oreck Direct, LLC 100 Plantation Road, New Orleans, LA 70123 



My 8Tb. Oreck XL 8 is hotel 
proven, built to last twice as 
long and comes with this free 
Super Compact Canister. , 
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Legion recognizes Scout supporters 



Resolution No. 34, approved by 
the National Executive Commit- 
tee last May, established The 
American Legion and Scouting 
Square Knot Award. 

"Through this award, the 
National Americanism Commis- 
sion desires to provide recogni- 
tion to those members of The 
American Legion, American 
Legion Auxiliary 
and Sons of The 
American Legion 
who have made 
a significant 
contribution to 
the youth of their 
communities 
through the 
programs of the 
Boys Scouts of 
America," Nation- 
al Americanism 
Commission 
Chairman Joseph 
Caouette said. 

The Boy Scouts 
of America established the 
Community Organization Award 
"Square Knot" so national 
chartered organizations can 
recognize members for voluntary 
service to, and achievement in, 
the Scouting programs. 

Volunteers are awarded a 
certificate suitable for framing 




For more info 

The American Legion, Americanism 
and Children & Youth Division, P.O. 
Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206 

Call: (317) 630-1249 

E-mail: acy@legion.org 



and an emblem embroidered with 
a gold square knot, which may be 
worn on the Scout uniform shirt 
above the left pocket. 

"Since 1919, The American 
Legion has encouraged its 
members to support and become 
involved in Scouting as a primary 
part of their service to God and 
country, their community, their 
state and their 
nation," Caou- 
ette said. 

"The Boy 
Scouts of 
America teaches 
the core values 
of duty to God 
and country, 
personal honor, 
respect for the 
beliefs of others, 
volunteerism and 
interdependence 
with the environ- 
ment - principles 
that are conducive 
to good character, citizenship and 
health/' he added. 

"This award will allow for the 
National Americanism Commis- 
sion to recognize our American 
Legion family members who have 
given so much of their time and 
talents to the Boy Scout programs 
in their local communities." 



Legionnaires 
in Action 



Type O blood seriously needed 



The Armed Services Blood 
Program needs eligible Type O 
blood donors to support ongoing 
military operations worldwide 
and to replenish 
the military's 
frozen blood 
reserves. Type O 
donors are the 



For more info 



first line of 
defense for 
trauma victims. 

"Until a blood 
type can be 

verified, Type O blood is used to 
keep trauma victims alive," said 
Air Force Lt. Col. Ruth Sylvester, 
Armed Services Blood Program 
director. "Once their blood type 
is determined, type-specific blood 
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Contact local blood donor centers. 
For the nearest Armed Services Blood 
Program center, visit : 

www.tricare.osd.mil/asbpo/ 
donor_info/donor_centers.htm 



is transfused. But without Type 0 
blood available, many patients 
would never make it until the test 
results came back." 

The present 
need is acute 
because many 
Operation Iraqi 
Freedom veter- 
ans are deferred 
from donating 
for one year after 
having served in 
areas where 
malaria is endemic. ASBP offi- 
cials encourage potential donors 
- and those who could sponsor a 
group blood drive - to contact 
their local military blood-collec- 
tion facilities. 




POSt 43, 

Naperville, III. 

Donated by 
local American 
Legion Post 43 
in 1923, the 
statue of a 
World War I 

doughboy in Naperville's Burlington 
Park was missing parts and suffering 
structural problems. Post 43 joined 
local organizations in raising 
$100,000 to restore the statue and 
park. A recent rededication ceremo- 
ny featured celebrity speaker and 
former Tennessee Sen. Fred 
Thompson, who stars on NBC's "Law 
and Order." 



Two noted individuals recently 
received honorary life member- 
ships in The American Legion: 

Douglasville, Ga. f Post 145 

presented an honorary life member- 
ship to Ronald Young Jr., 26, of Lithia 
Springs, Ga., during a special July 4 
ceremony. Young - a chief warrant 
officer with the Aviation Battalion, 
1/227th Company C, 4th Brigade, 1st 
Cavalry Division based in Fort Hood, 
Texas - became a prisoner of war 
after his Apache helicopter was shot 
down in Karbala, Iraq. He was later 
released. 

Elizabeth, W.Va. f Post 55 

purchased an honorary life member- 
ship for U.S. Army Pfc. Jessica Lynch. 
The 19-year-old supply clerk, 
previously assigned to the 507th 
Ordnance Maintenance Company, 
was captured along with other 
members of her unit when Iraqi 
forces ambushed their vehicles in 
Nasiriyah on March 23. Lynch, the 
only American POW found alive, was 
rescued by U.S. Special Operations 
troops April 1. 



American Legion 
National Conventions 

Nashville, Tenn. Aug. 27-Sept. 2, 2004 

Honolulu Aug. 19-25, 2005 

Salt Lake City Aug. 1 8-24, 2006 
Reno # Nev. Aug. 24-30, 2007 

Phoenix Aug. 22-28, 2008 

For more information 

call Jennifer Zellers or Dick Holmes at 
(317)630-1313 or (317)630-1292. 



"Why Men All Over America 
Love Testostazine!" 



Powerful Male Performance 
Boosting System Lets You Be 
All the Man You Can Be 

Do you feel like half the man you used to be? Are you 
enjoying intimacy a lot less than you'd like? Do you lack 
confidence in the bedroom? 

If so, you could have low testosterone. 

In many men, testosterone levels can fall rapidly as you 
age, leaving you feeling like half the man you used to be. 

That's why I created the Testostazine System. It's the com- 
plete performance boosting system I developed for men 
who are starting to feel their age. 

Are You Man Enough? Now You Can Be 

I designed Testostazine to support healthy testosterone lev- 
els, so you can be all the man you want to be. . .when you 
need to be. Testostazine was once only available to patients 
through my private practice. Now it's available to the general 
public. . .confidentially and without a prescription. 

If you feel like half the man you used to be, don't give up. 
I can help you regain your youthful stamina and drive. 
Boost your performance and be all the man you can be with 
the Testostazine System. 

Best regards, 

Dr. Richard Cohen 



RISK- FREE TRIAL 



Call 1-800-539-1643 now and we'll send you the 
complete Testostazine System in confidential plain 
brown packaging. 




"After a few weeks of taking Testostazine, my 
wife and I felt like we were back on our hon- 
eymoon again. And after 35 years, that's quite 
an accomplishment. I just feel like I'm back in 
my 20's or 30's." 

John - Manhasset, NY 

"When I tried Testostazine, I thought, Wow! 
I've got a lot more energy and my sex drive is 
increased. ' It's really made a difference. " 

Gary — Mesa, AZ 

After three or four days, I did notice I had 
increased energy. I also noticed I was starting 
to experience an increased libido. " 

Stan -Wilton, ND 

INDIVIDUAL RESULTS WILL VARY THESE STATEMENTS HAVE NOT BEEN EVALUATED BY THE FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION 
AND ARE NOT INTENDED TO DIAGNOSE, CURE OR PREVENT ANY DISEASE. AMR 90 BRIDGE STREET, WESTBROOK, ME 



Testostazine 

Call now for your risk-free trial 

1-800-539-1643 

BONUS SPECIAL REPORT 

'Aging and Its Effects on Energy, Youthful Sex Drive 
and Stamina" by Dr. Richard Cohen 
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Extra effort increases student participation 



BY BOB JONES 

When The American Legion 
National High School Oratorical 
Contest approaches each year, 
many Legion posts face the same 
dilemma: student participation. 
Year after year, many area and 
sectional contests have only one 
or two participants. Some have 
none. The oratorical program's 
benefits are not in question. So, 
how do posts get more students 
to participate? 

Posts can try several strategies. 
These include making the 
right contacts, making local 
contests more student- 
friendly, making resources 
available to teachers and 
students, and creating 
qualified judging panels. 

Too often, oratorical 
information is dropped off 
with a principal or coun- 
selor, and that is the end of 
it. A note in a school's 
bulletin may be the post's 
only contact with teachers 
and students. To encourage 
contest activity, a post 
might seek a brief meeting 
with local high-school 
speech teachers, and with 
English teachers, particu- 
larly those who assign 
persuasive essays to juniors 
and seniors. Through direct 
contact with teachers, ways 
may be found to to give 
students credit for partici- 
pating in the oratorical 
contest. One local speech 
teacher made participation a 
requirement for an "A" 
grade in an advanced-level 
speech class. A newspaper article 
announcing the contest also 
could gain the interest of home 
schoolers who might not other- 
wise hear about the program. 

How can a post make oratori- 
cal contests more student- 
friendly? Students often view the 
task of researching, writing, and 
memorizing a 10-minute oratory 
and four five-minute speeches as 
too much work to fit into a 
school year filled with academ- 
ics, club activities, sports and a 



busy social life. Local contests 
can encourage participation by 
adopting a rule that permits 
scripts or notes at the first level. 
Many more students will partici- 
pate if they know that only the 
winner needs to memorize. 

Posts also can help teachers 
and students by assisting with 
resource management. Copies of 
the U.S. Constitution and the Bill 
of Rights can be given to all 
those signing up to participate. 
School and public librarians will 
usually agree to set up special 





Brophy College Preparatory student Thomas Joraanstad of 
Glendale, Ariz., advanced through local and state competi- 
tions to take third place in the 2003 National High School 
Oratorical Contest in Indianapolis. It all starts at the local 
post level, where Legion interaction with schools can build 

up participation. James V. Carroll 



shelves of resource materials, 
such as the Encyclopedia of the 
Constitution and The Founder's 
Constitution. The more ground- 
work done by a post, the easier it 
is to encourage contest entries. 

Finally, good judging encour- 
ages increased participation. A 
contest judged by people who 
have no knowledge of how to 
evaluate speaking skills or who 
have limited knowledge of consti- 
tutional issues is a contest dying 
on the vine. If teachers or stu- 
dents see poor judging, they will 



not wish to be involved. Even at 
the post level - and certainly 
beyond - lawyers, history 
teachers or professors, print- and 
broadcast-news staff, business 
leaders, members of Toastmasters 
clubs and Legionnaires should 
make up the judging panels. A 
post can get help from involved 
teachers in recruiting a qualified 
judging panel. 

One Oregon post has used 
many of these strategies through 
the years to improve its program, 
and the rewards have been 

handsome. In the past 20 
years, this small-town post 
has encouraged more than 
150 students to compete at 
the local level. The commu- 
nity has produced 13 
department finalists, 
including eight winners 
who advanced to win four 
semifinalist spots and a 
national second place and 
third place. 

"Making the post oratori- 
cal contest available to 
more speakers has in- 
creased student involve- 
ment," said Betty Ramey, 
past Oregon Post 122 
oratorical chairwoman 
and vice-chairwoman for 
the Department of Oregon 
Oratorical Commission. 
"We're very proud of the 
students who have repre- 
sented us beyond the 
post contest." 

It only takes a small extra 
effort on the part of local 
posts to make the right con- 
tacts, make contests more 
student-friendly, make informa- 
tion available and provide quality 
judging. By taking these easy 
steps, posts can greatly increase 
participation in the oratorical 
program and provide more 
students with outstanding public- 
speaking opportunities. 

Bob Jones is a retired speech 
teacher who taught for 17 years at 
Canby High School in Canby, Ore. 
He is now a travel writer and 
columnist for Historic Scotland 
Magazine. 
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Do you have 

Ringing in 
Your Ears? 

CLEAR TINNITUS® 

may be Your Answer. 

Relieve The Noise with 

CLEAR 

TINNITUS 

Clear Tinnitus® Is a 
unique homeopathic 
remedy formulated 
for the temporary relief 

of tinnitus. This 
formula also contains 
proprietary 
Chinese herbs 




Available at Eckerd , Walgreem's, 
May's Drug Stores and better 
health food stores nationally. 

For more information 
call toll free (888) 257-2532 
visit our web site: 
www.cleaifnnitus.com 

Manufactured by 
Clear Products, Inc., San Diego, Ca. 



iir 



s so easy, i just open 
the door and step in..." 



...I really used to 
enjoy having a bath 

but I realized as I got 
older that the fear of 
slipping, or the effort of 
pulling myself up after I 
had finished bathing was 
becoming a real 
problem... 

Premier Bathrooms have 
the largest range of 
walk-in bath tubs in the 
country, and buying one 
helped me regain my 
independence." 




Remember - Premier's 
Walk-In Bath tubs give 
you independence, security 
and confidence, to enjoy 
your bathroom again. 



For Further Details or to 
Receive Your FREE Brochure 
Call Now Toll Free 



1-800-578-2899 



Please send me a FREE brochure and details of nearest locations 
on THE MOST VERSATILE BATH - EVER! 

Name Telephone ( 



City_ 



Zip_ 



Send to: Premier Bathrooms, Inc., 2330 A South Nova Road, South Daytona, FL 32119 



RoyalCaribbean 



_ INTERNATIONAL 

Get out there? 

OFFERS DISCOUNTS TO THE 
AMERICAN LEGION 




As a member of the American Legion, take 
advantage of savings and benefits on Royal 
Caribbean International® vacation itineraries. 

Call Today! 888-226-2100 

www. latesttraveloffers.com/partner/legion 
www. legion.org 




2003 Royal Caribbean Cruises LTD. Ships registered in Norway and the 
Bahamas. SL03-121966 • 7/8/2003 




Three Great 
U.S. Silver Half 
Dollars, $9.95 

Wartime 1941-1945 "Walking Liberty" 
Beloved 1948-1963 "Franklin" 
Silver-Clad 1965-1969 "Kennedy" 



Sensational introductory deal on America's 
largest silver coins of their time! The set 

includes the patriotic "Walker" (whose Liberty 
wears the American flag), the unusual "Franklin" 
(the first non-president honored on a regular U.S. 
coin) and the 40% silver "Kennedy" (the last 
silver-content coin struck for U.S. commerce). 
Fine to Brilliant Uncirculated quality. Our choice 
of dates. Set: $9.95 (#38640). Limit 3 Sets. Add 
total of $2 for shipping and handling. 30-Day 
No-Risk Home Examination: Money-Back 
Guarantee. To order by credit card call 
toll-free. Or send a check or money order to: 

International Coins & Currency 
62 Ridge St., Dept. 4419, Montpelier, VT 05602 

Order at 1-800-451-4463 

www.iccoin.net (many more great deals) 



4419 
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Nevada teen captures shooting sports title 



Tarl Kempley of Reno, 
Nev., scored a 2,463.8 out of 
a possible 2,509 to win the 
Precision-category title 
during the 2003 American 
Legion Junior Air Rifle 
National Championships last 
August at the U.S. Olympic 
Training Center in Colorado 
Springs, Colo. Kempley shot 
for the Jedi Olympic Shoot- 
ing Team USA, sponsored by 
Duby Reid Post 30. 

Rounding out the top five 
in the Precision category at 
the 13th annual national 
competition were second- 
place Levi Geurts of Buffalo, 
N.D., a member of Buffalo 
Sharpshooters, sponsored by 
Dokken & Schroeder Post 
223; third-place Amanda Boesp- 
flug of Turner, Ore., a member of 
The Oregon Trail 4-H Jr. Rifle 
Team, sponsored by Post 58; 
fourth-place Lee Lemenager of 
Sutter, Calif., shooting for Sutter 
Union High School, sponsored by 
Yuba Sutter Post 42; and fifth- 
place Brandon Green of Poplar- 
ville, Miss., shooting for Boga- 




Sporter National Champion Cody Cleland and Precision 
National Champion Tarl Kempley stand before the 
scoreboard at the U.S. Olympic Training Center in Colora 

dO Springs. RonEngel 



lusa, La., High School JROTC, 
sponsored by Magic City Post 24. 

Green, the tournament's 2001 
Sporter national champion, tied 
the precision prone record with a 
perfect 800 score. 

The 2003 Sporter category 
crown went to Cody Cleland of 
Bogalusa, La., with a score of 
2,245 out of a possible 2,509. 




Cleland is a member of the 
Bogalusa High School 
JROTC, sponsored by Magic 
City Post 24. Thirteen-year- 
old Keely Stankey of Minne- 
apolis, a member of the Post 
435-sponsored Civilian 
Marksmanship Program, 
captured second place in 
Sporter competition. Daniel 
Pearce of Olney, Md., Damas- 
cus Air Rifle Club, sponsored 
by Post 171, took third. 
Krystle Sze of Honolulu, from 
the St. Louis Crusader Rifle & 
Pistol Club sponsored by 
Waikiki Post 35, finished 
fourth. Blake Phillips of 
Bogalusa High School 
JROTC, sponsored by Magic 
City Post 24, was fifth. 
More than 1,450 shooters 
competed in the initial mail-in 
rounds, each vying for a spot 
among the 30 finalists who 
advanced to the national champi- 
onships. All junior clubs are 
affiliated in The American 
Legion's Junior Shooting Sports 
Program, the fastest-growing 
Legion youth program. 



Competitors in 
the 13th annual 
American Legion 
National Junior Air 
Rifle Champion- 
ships shoot from 
the prone position 
at the U.S. 
Olympic Training 
Center in 
Colorado Springs. 

Ron Engel 




Coach-Net provides assistance to Legion motorists 



Every year, millions of Ameri- 
cans take to the road for vaca- 
tions, family visits and business 
travel. And every year, travelers 
are stranded roadside when their 
vehicles experience problems 
such as dead batteries, flat tires 
or broken fan belts. That is why 
The American Legion has 
partnered with Coach-Net 
Roadside Assistance to create an 
affordable way to provide safety 
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For more info 

Call: (888) 657-7798 

Visit: www.americanlegionroadside.com 



Coach-Net's services include all 
facets of emergency roadside 
assistance for autos and recre- 
ational vehicles, using a network 



of 40,000 qualified independent 
service providers through the 
United States and Canada. In 
addition to emergency roadside 
assistance, Coach-Net's Automo- 
tive Service Excellence-certified 
technicians can also troubleshoot 
basic appliance problems in RVs. 

Roadside services normally 
retail for $70 to $100 per year. 
Legionnaires receive this exclu- 
sive service for only $33 per year. 
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ACTION-PACKED SAFE FUN FOR CHILDREN ! 

r J flt Soft 
Atom Plush 

Animal 






Friends 

11-Pc 
owling 
Set 




Perfect for 
hours of 
indoor/outdoor play. 



Safe Way to 
Get Childreiw 
Started Bowling 
Soft, Cuddly & 
Loads of Fun! 



Our plush, brightly colored set includes ten cuddly bowling 
pins; cow, lion, duck, bear, horse, cat, frog, pig, elephant 
and dog. Soft bowling ball with rattle is just right for tiny 
hands. Fun way for kids to learn coordination and motor 



skills, and moms & dads appreciate the soft "furniture- 
friendly" playing pieces! Perfect for indoor/outdoor play. 
Makes a great gift! Poly/cotton blend. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed 100% or Your Money Back. 



You're guaranteed prompt delivery! Please print: 

Name 



Enclosed is check or M.O. for _ 



_(PA & NY res. add sales tax) 



Charge my: □ Visa □ MasterCard □ Discover □ Am Ex 



Account #_ 



_Exp. Date_ 



Address_ 



Signature_ 



City_ 



_State_ 



_Zip_ 



□ One Animal Bowling Set only $9.95. 

□ SAVE! Two Bowling Sets only $17.95. 

ADD $3.95 Shipping & Handling no matter how many you order. 



Mail to: Direct Source, Dept. AB-641 

P.O. Box 161, Orangeburg, NY 10962 

Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back. 
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How to Submit a Reunion 



The American Legion Magazine publishes reunion notices for veter- 
ans. Send notices to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Reunions, 
P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail 
reunions@legion.org. 

Include the branch of service and complete name of the group, no 
abbreviations, with your request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact name, telephone number and 
e-mail address. Listings are published free of charge. 

Due to the large number of reunions, The American Legion Maga- 
zine will publish a group's listing only once a year. Notices should be 
sent at least six months prior to the reunion to ensure timely publication. 



Other Notices 



"In Search Of" is a means of getting in touch with people from your 
unit to plan a reunion. We do not publish listings that seek people for 
interviews, research purposes, military photos or help in filing a VA 
claim. Listings must include the name of the unit from which you seek 
people, the time period and the location, as well as a contact name, tele- 



phone number and e-mail address. Send notices to The American Legion 
Magazine, Attn: "In Search Of," P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206, 
fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail reunions@legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish the names of individuals, only the 
name of the unit from which you seek people. Listings are published free 
of charge. 

Life Membership notices are published for Legionnaires who have 
been awarded life memberships by their posts. This does not include a 
member's own Paid-Up-For-Life membership. Notices must be submitted 
on official forms, which may be obtained by sending a self-addressed 
stamped envelope to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Life Mem- 
berships, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 

"Comrades in Distress" listings must be approved by the Legion's 
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify an 
injury received during service, contact your Legion department service 
officer for information on how to publish a notice. 

To respond to a "Comrades in Distress" listing, send a letter to The 
American Legion Magazine, Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 
1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing's CID number in your 
response. 

"Taps" notices are published only for Legionnaires who served as 
department commanders or national officers. 



AIR FORCE 



321st Bomb Wing (M) (McCoy AFB, 1953- 
1962), Tampa, FL, 5/6-9, Thomas H. Dunn, 
(727) 868-5476, dunnthdj@aol.com 

ARMY 



45th FA Bn Assn 8th Inf Div (WWII), 

Washington, 5/28-29, Brad Rice, (901) 
682-5784; 160th Inf 40th Div All COS 
(Korea), Laughlin, NV, 11/2-4, Will Brown, 
(661) 947-6411, willbrown@mac.eom; 
199th LIB & Attached Units (Vietnam 
& Cambodia, 1966-1970), Arlington, VA, 
5/28-31, Peter Joannides, (703) 448-0199, 
brigade199@att.net; 338th CbtTeam 
85th Div (Italy, 1944-1945), Washington, 
5/27-30, Mark Mueller, (303) 756-3866; 
1874th Eng Avn Bn, Corpus Christi, TX, 
4/14-18, Chet Southworth, (254) 634-6000, 
chetws@aol.com 

COAST GUARD 

USCGC Campbell W32/909, Philadelphia, 
5/20-24, Gordon L. Bell, (215) 822-2426, 
captbell@comcast.org 

JOINT 



Allen Mil Academy (All Classes), Bryan, 
TX, 3/26-28, Gene Pettit, (713) 666-3304, 
gpettit@swbell.net; Cuban & American 

Vets, Havana & Cienfuegos, Cuba, 11/8-17, 
Jim Long, (415) 841-9635, vet4cuba@ 
midspring.com; Vets of Underage Mil 
Serv, Branson, MO, 4/22-25, Robert 
Davidson, (417) 725-3274, bdavidsonmo® 
earthlink.net 

NAVY 



Amer Assn of Navy Hosp Corpsmen, 

Charleston, SC, 11/5-9, Dennis D. Mooney, 
(405) 692-1189, docret@yahoo.com; Armed 
Guard (WWII), Mobile, AL, 4/21-25, Charles 
A. Lloyd, (919) 570-0909, clloyd@nc.rr.eom; 
Avn Midshipmen (1946-1950), Tampa, 
FL, 3/31-4/4, Bob EilertSOn, (727) 447-2066, 
bobeiler@tampabay.rr.com; CBMU-302, 
Hampton, VA, 2/6-8, Dave Schill, (856) 234- 
2273, dwschill@aol.com 

Farragut Navy Tng Station, Oelwein, IA, 
5/15, Lou Pirillo, louandvirginia@trxinc.com; 
NMCB-4, Hampton, VA, 2/6-8, Dave Schill, 
(856) 234-2273, dwschill@aol.eom; NMCB- 
12, Hampton, VA, 2/6-8, Dave Schill, (856) 
234-2273, dwschill@aol.eom; NMCB-40, 
Nashville, TN, 4/14-16, Edward Holston, (856) 
875-1300, nmseabee40@aol.com; NMCB- 
58, Hampton, VA, 2/6-8, Dave Schill, (856) 



66 


November 2003 


The American Legion Magazine 





234-2273, dwschill@aol.eom; NMCB-62, 
Hampton, VA, 2/6-8, Dave Schill, (856) 
234-2273, dwschill@aol.eom; NMCB-128, 
Hampton, VA, 2/6-8, Dave Schill, (856) 
234-2273, dwschill@aol.eom; NMCB-133, 
Hampton, VA, 2/6-8, Dave Schill, (856) 234- 
2273, dwschill@aol.com; NSA (Da Nang 
and All Dets), Hampton, VA, 2/6-8, Dave 
Schill, (856) 234-2273, dwschill@aol.eom 

USS Altai r AKS 32, Norfolk, VA, 5/13- 
15, Charles Brecheisen, (903) 769-5325, 
cmbaltairaks32@aol.com; USS Bellatrlx 
AKA 3, Reno, NV, 5/13-16, John C. Sarette, 
(603) 622-8321; USS Boise CL 47, Boise, 
ID, 5/6-8, Melvin R. Howard, (215) 673- 
7086; USS Catskill LSV 1, Laughlin, NV, 
3/9-11, Bob Beckius, (480) 986-4248, 

olebeck@webtv.net; USS Charles R. ware 
DD 865, Pittsburgh, 5/20-23, Donald Parker, 
(412) 561-7522, munkb@ msn.com 

USS Drexler DD 741, Pittsburgh, 
5/20-23, Gene Brick, (541) 447-5422, 
embrick@prinetime.net; USS Holland AS 
32, Corpus Christi, TX, May, Jose Garcia, 
(956) 791-2039, jgarcia® stx.rr.com; USS 
John W. Thomason, DD 760, St. Louis, 
5/20-22, Robert G. Pautler, (618) 853-2259, 
bpautler@accessus.net; USS Kent AG 
78, Ellenville, NY, 3/12, Mai Becker, (845) 

985-2726 

USS Long Island CVE 1 Assn, Denver, 
5/13-16, Wallace H. Meyer, (303) 776-1360; 
USS Marathon APA 200, Washington, 5/25- 
30, John Wayne Mohney, (812) 824-7153, 
johnwaynemohneyj@aol.com; USS Pamina 
AKA 34, (1944-1969), Savannah, GA, 5/18- 
21, Robert Gregorowicz, (248) 693-7613, 
suitep@hotmail.com; USS Pawcatuck AO 
108, Pensacola, FL, 5/16-19, David Willis, 
(623) 214-9835, dwshs53@aol.com 

USS Polaris AF 11, Branson, MO, 4/13-15, 
Bill Sherrill, (559) 732-2300, wsherrill® 
sierrtel.com; USS Scott DDG 995, Virginia 
Beach, VA 5/8-9, Steven Hall, (757) 486-8491, 
with4sons@cox.net; USS Simon Bolivar 
SSBN 641, North Charleston, SC, 5/13-16, 
Jim Boggs, (843) 797-7690, jboggs@jwu.edu; 
USS Tanner AGS 15 (1944-1969), Savan- 
nah, GA, 5/18-21, Robert Gregorowicz, (248) 
693-7613, suitep@hotmail.com 

USS Wabash AOR 5, Reno, NV, May, Harold 
Anderson, (619) 562-4696, hnhusker® 
aol.com; USS Witchita AOR 1, Wichita, 
KS, May, Steve Hall, (812) 936-4483, 
wichitaaor1@hotmail.com 



LIFE MEMBERSHIPS 



Post 111, CT: Edgar H. Elliott 

Post 142, FL: George Augustine, James L. 
Barry, Daniel J. Casey, Edward L. Cave, 
Leon E. Decker, James Delk, Mary M. 
Duffy, William F. Ellis, Leonard Fasano, E. 
Hardy Jr., Harold B. Iden, Robert J. Lechot, 
Robert W. Magee, Allan MacDonald, 
Robert F. Meyer, Willis D. Richardson, Dario 
Santi, Richard L. Selby, Grady Singleton, 
John J. Walsh Jr., W. Wengerd, Julian L. 
Williams, Alexander H. Wilson 

Post 219, FL: Earl M. Friedeborn, Lionel 
Simpson 

Post 268, FL: Dianne M. Thibodean 
Post 347, FL: Chester J. Auston, Roy E. 
Brewer, Normand E. Carbonneau, Manuel 
Cardozo Jr., Guy Curtis, Edward Czekaj, 
Howard W. Downes, Roland A. Drolet, F.J. 
Eggleston, Carmelo S. Fazzina, Joseph P. 
Fowler, Herbert Friedrich, William F. Gunther, 
Carl R. Hess, John M. Klein, James W. 
Kocher, William F. Kramer, William Linden, 
James Macheel, Douglas L. Mason, Frank 
C. Mathews, Robert R. McCarthy, Thomas 
W. McGowan, Theodore B. Meldahl, Jack 
R. Miller, Andrew J. Painter Jr., Everett C. 
Rasso, John H. Reed, Frederick L. Rentschler, 
Anthony E. Rogers, Robert G. Smiley, Michael 
Seidel, Danny Stango, Wayland M. Strong 
Jr., James E. Terrell, James R. Weigel, Orrin J. 
Welty, Albert J. Wenig, Thomas C. Westropp, 
Louis H. Zimmer 
Post 145, GA: Ronald Young Jr. 
Post 904, IL: Robert B. Persinger 
Post 513, LA: Henderson Kennedy Jr. 
Post 68, Ml: Maxwell Mumford, John E. 
Niemann 

Post 391, NJ: Norbert "Knobby" Kraynik 
Post 411, NY: Sam Antico, Everett Kube, 

Gus Luhrs 
Post 1367, NY: Charles Aloi, Everett 

Casazza, Nicholas Colucci, Timothy Foley, 

Larry Lee, Peter Mauro, John Piriano, 

Victor Ray 

Post 1416, NY: Joseph F. Thornton, Otto F. 

Metzger 
Post 424, PA: James C. Bonsell 
Post 18, Rl: Walter J. Alves Sr., Elinor M. 

Brannack, Donald P. Jestings, Manuel F. 

Mello Jr., Frank F. Pine, Herbt F. Sears 
Post 77, TX: President George W. Bush 
Post 137, WV: Harold Plants, Ray Sargent 



IN SEARCH OF 



1st Cav Div 15th QM 19th Trans Co B Trp 
(Camp Drake, Osaka, Japan, 1947-1948), 

John Scheff, (262) 251-0791 
1st Mar Div HQ Co 26th Mar Div, C. 

Babbitt, (909) 658-3916 
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comrades 



1st Mar Div ptl-220 (Parris island, SC, 

1954), James E. Shaw, (850) 482-7173, 

jejwshaw@earthlink.net 
2nd 90mm AAA Bn USMCR (Indianapolis, 

1952-1955), Charles "Doc" Bowman, (714) 

545-7531, hmcfmfret@juno.com 
2nd AACS Sq Mobile (Giebelstadt, 

Germany, 1954), James H. Millar, (717) 

632-9251, gjmillar@prodigy.net 
2nd Bn 7th Mar Rgt (1969-1970), Mike 

Babbitt, 30620 Ave. Del Yermo, Cathedral 

City, CA 92234 
6th Missile Bn 43rd Arty Alpha Btry 

(Treynor, IA), Richard Springer, 

richardpspringer@ hotmail.com 
9th Bomb Sqdn (B-36s/B-52s, Dosometer 

Badges, Carswell AFB, 1955-1959), 

Leland Martin, (606) 864-6085 
11th Mar Rgt (1969-1970), Mike Babbitt, 

30620 Ave. Del Yermo, Cathedral City, CA 

92234 

15th CE Bn D Co (Nuremberg, Germany, 
1954-1956), Frank Bomberger, (402) 423- 
2193, fandmdb@inetnebr.com 

20th Ftr Bomb Grp 20th Air Police 
(Wethersfield AFB, England, 1952- 
1954), Bernie Marshall, (859) 647-2980, 
104755.3716@compuserve.com 

24th Inf Div 21st inf Rgt 3rd Bn Item Co 
(Korea, Apr-Dec 1951), Delbert Patrick, 
(515) 223-8982, dandjeanpat@juno.com 

32nd Sig Bn V Corps (Gibbs Kaserne, 
Frankfurt, Germany, 1961-1963), Gary A. 
West, (812) 847-7262 

39th BPO (Cam Rahn Bay, Vietnam, 
1970-1972), Steve DU BOS, 
hangook@hotmail.com 

59th Eng Const Co (Ladd AFB, AK, 1953- 
1956), Charles Bettis, (405) 722-2780 

61st HQ & HQ Co 2nd Battle Grp 8th inf 
(Germany, 1956-1958), James E. Barbe, 
(330) 889-2117, jimbo520@aol.com 

64th Finance Sect (Phi Bi & Quang 
Tri, Vietnam, Oct 1968-Feb 

1969) , Ron Haase, (402) 334-5312, 
rhaase4084@aol.com 

69th Inf Div (WWII), Bernard H. Zaffern, 

(248) 357-4611, berniezaff@aol.com 
74th Ord Co SD (Fort Bliss, TX, 1962- 

1964), Kenneth E. Ruben, (412) 361-8455 
75th Div HQ 3230 FA (Ruhr Valley, Essen, 

Dortmund & Cologne, 1945), Noel 

Kealiher, (402) 362-7655 
75th FA Bn 155 Howitzers (Korea, 1951- 

1953), James W. Donham, (903) 537-2915 
81st Ftr Grp (Wheeler Field, Oahu, HI, 

1948), Martin Infante, 232 Park Drive, 

Kensington, CT 06037 
98th Eng Photo Reproduction Co (Korea, 

June 1952), Hoyt Lock, (919) 965-9701, 

hlock@mailstation.com 
101st Abn (Bien Hoa, Vietnam, Jan-July 

1970) , John "Jack" Nowlan, (608) 534- 
7799, sftmsgt@triwest.net 

109th Trans Co (Medium Truck Petro, 
APO 154 NY, Coffey or Flak Kaserne, 
Ludwigsburg, Germany), Daniel J. 
Causer, (814) 225-3681 

116th AGF Band (Ajaccio, Corsica & 
Marseille, France, 1944-1946), Don 
Childers Jr., (606) 324-8107, suzandon2@ 
juno.com 

168th inf Rgt Band 34th Div (Africa & 

Italy, WWII), Don Childers Jr., (606) 324- 

8107, suzandon2@juno.com 
176th FA Bn X Corps 3rd Army (Europe, 

WWII), Norman Locksley, (301) 439-1449, 

locksley@umd5.umd.edu 
198th LIB Medics (Quang Ngai, South 

Vietnam, Nov 1970-Feb 1971), Stephanie 

McDowell Sloane, 1008 15th Place, 

Camanche, IA 52730 
223rd S&S Trans Co 64th QM (Vietnam, 

May 1968-Aug 1969), Charles P. Tate, 

(816) 740-6503 
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306th/433rd Ftr Cont Sqdn (Europe, 

WWII), Robert Cobb, (816) 847-7640, 

rcobbsr7787@msn.com 
323rd Mar Ftg Sqdn/232nd Mar Torpedo 

Bomb Sqdn (Okinawa, Sept-Oct 1945), 

Neal C. Ryan, (708) 423-2018 
395th Missile Sqdn Liquid Fuels Sect 

(Vandenberg AFB, CA, 1960-1966, 

546XOES), Paul Oleniacz, (570) 278-3978, 

hemi426@epix.net 
413th Finance Disbursements Sect 

(Fort Benning, GA, June-Oct 1968), 

Ron Haase, (402) 334-5312, rhaase4084@ 

aol.com 

505th AAA Missile Bn B Btry IFC (Fort 
Tilden, NY, 1955-1956), P. Perata, (925) 
934-2093, perata34@astound.net 

509th Med Hosp Ship Pit Sep (India, 
1943-1944 & Philippines, 1945), Blake 

English, (952) 920-8870 
547th Truck Co (Henry Kaserne, Munich, 

Germany, 1946-1948), Albert Greene, 

(713) 651-0014 
551st AAA Bn (Van Ives, CA, 1953- 

1955), Peter Haskell, (716) 735-7739, 

anyname14105@yahoo.com 
572nd Cbt MP Co (Salzburg, Austria, 

1954- 1955), Tony Centolanza, (352) 
854-7766 

620th EAMC SCARWAF (RAF Stat 

Chelveston, England, 1953-1956), D. 

COSta, BOX 593316, Orlando, FL 32859 
653rd FA OB Bn (Fort Sill, OK, 1951-1953), 

Bill Patty, P.O. Box 850366, Yukon, OK 

73085 

766th MP Bn (TX & AR, 1943-1944), 

James B. Keeney, 8565 Willow 

Lane, Box 338, DeSoto, KS 66018, 

jamesbkeeney@aol.com 
803rd Food Serv Sqdn (Davis-Monthan 

AFB, Tucson, AZ), 1953-1955, Lawrence 

GibbS, (508) 995-9938 
867th AC&W Radar Sqdn (Flintstone 

AFS, GA), W.C. Chilton, (931) 668-8473, 

wcandnelma@blomand.net 
1384th Eng Pet Dist Co (Southwest 

Pacific, 1943-1946), Jay Florine, (620) 

245-0299 

1956 AACS Sqdn Tokyo 1956-1 Hanedia 
AFB (May 1949-Apr 1961), William 
"Robbie" Robinson Sr., (740) 676-2780, 
robbiemrmopar@aol.com 

3262nd Sig Serv Co (England, Europe & 
Philippines, 1944-1946), Van G. "Tiny" 
Foster, (616) 399-0605, mjf6382@aol.com 

3362nd instructor Sqdn Liquid Fuels 
Sys Maint Spec (Chanute AFB, IL, 

T546XOES), Paul Oleniacz, (570) 278-3978, 

hemi426@epix.net 
3415th Med Sqdn (Basketball Team, 

Lowry AFB, Denver, 1952-1953), David 

W. Johnson, (605) 362-5799 
3920th Air Police Sqdn (Brize Norton, 

England, 1952-1955), Fred Boring, (863) 

299-0361, fgbm@juno.com 
6110th Hosp Grp (Nagoya, Japan, 1950- 

1953), Bernie Gieseler, (518) 842-6230, 

gieseler@superior.net 
6924th Sec Sqdn (Da Nang AB, Vietnam, 

& Ramasun, Thailand), Mike Gilkerson, 

(618) 566-7887, n9yal@accessus.net 
B Co 33rd Tank Bn 3rd Army (Fort Knox, 

KY & Gelnhausen, Germany, July 

1955- June 1957), John Hoffmann, (561) 
683-6413 

BM-12 Fit 2998 (Lackland AFB, May-Aug 

1948), Bill Thompson, (970) 493-6342, 

bt0831@cs.com 
C Btry 3rd Msl Bn 59th Arty (1956-1965), 

Leonard Snavely, (717) 865-4823, snav@ 

evenlink.com 
C Co 110th Bn 77th Rgt IRTC (Camp 

Joseph T. Robinson, AR), Hobart E. 

McReynolds, 109 Fox Hall Circle, Bristol, 

TN 37620 



Cape May, NJ (Norwegian Ship Fire, 

1945) , John Skraba, (330) 334-7878 

Civil Affairs Div Normandy, France (1945- 

1946) , Carl Feldmeier, (314) 838-6266 
CTs Nav Com Sta, Adak, AK (1953- 

1954), Don Snyder, (660) 747-7337, 

sheladon@earthlink.net 
Det 4 4671st GOS (Grand Rapids, Ml, 

1952-1954), Wayne A. Widrig, (920) 387- 

2510, wawidrig@juno.com 
Det A BPOE HQS APO 69 (Bremerhaven, 

Germany, 1952-1953), Don McDade, (843) 

650-3444, pote1982@aol.com 
Det E-4 C Co 2nd Rgt Allied Mil Gov Div 

(Kassel, Germany, 1945-1946), Carl 

Feldmeier, (314) 838-6266 
HQ 371st AAA Searchlight Bn (Belgium), 

Robert J. Colucci, 111 Orlando Ave., 

Albany, NY 12203, rjclooch@mybizz.net 
HQ Bn 11th Def Bn FMF Med Unit (New 

Hebrides & Solomon islands, 1942- 

1944), Robert G. BOStwick, (515) 276-3228 
HQ Btry 11th Mar Rgt 1st Div (1969-1970), 

C. Babbitt, (909) 658-3916 
HQ CO 26th Mar Rgt (1969-1970), Mike 

Babbitt, 30620 Ave. Del Yermo, Cathedral 

City, CA 92234 
HQ & HQ Co 194th Eng Cbt Bn (Korea, Oct 

1951-Aug 1952), Robert "Sandy" Sanford, 

(401) 766-8262, boblorsan@aol.com 
HQ & HQ Co C/S Sect 7th Inf Div (Korea, 

1961-1963), Louis Taunton, (662) 773- 

5078, kinfindr@telepak.net 
HQ & HQ Co Spec Trps (Fort Rucker, AL, 

1959-1961), G. Joseph Rogers, (802) 644- 

2961, gjr@sover.net 
HQ Sqdn 374th Trp Carrier Wing 

(Tachikawa AFB, Japan, 1951-1953), Al 

Koetj'e, (360) 675-5916 
Korean War Eng Avn Bns, John Nowlan, 

(608) 534-7799, sftmsgt@triwest.net 
MP C Co 1st Pit (Killeen Base, TX, 1961- 

1964), Joseph M. Dwyer, (516) 746-5258, 

nysjmd@aol.com 
MP Guards POW Camp Mechanicsburg, 

PA, Naval Supply Depot (1945-1946), 

Allan E. Gurney, (603) 293-7105 
NAS Moffett Field, CA, Trans Dept (1957- 

1958), Larry Wert, (717) 244-7465 
NATS VR-10 (Agana, Guam, 1945-1946), Jim 

Sheridan, (401) 886-9361, jamesincranston@ 

webtv.net 

Navy Base Hosp 20 (Peleliu, 1945), Evan 
Palmer, (619) 482-0967, evanpalmer@ 
mycidco.com 

NTC San Diego Co 50-006 (Jan 1950), 

Frank Lunn, 5109 Fairmont Ct. N.W., 
Albuquerque, NM 87120, lunnfa@ webtv. 
net 

Nu Ba Den, Vietnam (1970-1972), Jim 

Haire, (502) 459-0226, jhaire3215@ 

hotmail.com 
Patton Barracks (Army HQ, Heidelberg, 

Germany, Sept 1964-Feb 1966), Elliott 

Peltzman, (718) 336-9274 
SCARWAF 839th EAB C CO (K-55, Osan, 

Korea, Nov 1954-Nov 1955), Lehman 

A. Mann, (860) 875-2589, lamannsr® 

juno.com 

Stat Bakery (Cherry Point, NC, 1943- 

1946), Dick Dooley, (518) 235-2038 
US Army 500MI Grp (Oahu, HI, & Ford 

island, 1968-1970), Dave Loop, (517) 

263-5211, sixpack@tc3net.com 
US Naval Comm Stat San Diego 

(Basketball Team, June 1952-Dec 1954), 

Howard "Rudy" Ludlan, 4237 N. 78th St., 

Omaha, NE 68134 
USAF Basic Tng Fit 313 (Lackland AFB, 

San Antonio, Mar-June 1954), R.D. Rice, 

(818) 508-5887, w6rgxvalley@aol.com 
USAF Basic Tng Fit 2102 (Lackland AFB, 

San Antonio, July-Sept 1947), Clinton E. 

Spivey, (336) 625-1477 
USAF Basic Tng Sqdn 3707 Fit 617 
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(Lackland AFB, San Antonio, Dec 1977- 

Jan 1978), John Leiter, (732) 803-0428, 

johleit@aol.com 
USAF Basic Tng Sqdn 3711 Fit 76 

(Lackland AFB, San Antonio, Jan 1956), 

Richard J. Tebroski, (330) 455-6678, 

cunio38@yahoo.com 
USAF High Wycombe, England (1962- 

1966), Ed Turner, bramaker3@aol.com 
USAF Pilot Class 56-M (Bainbridge, GA & 

Enid, OK), John A. Sells, (303) 722-0543, 

jsells6332@aol.com 
USS Antaeus AS 21 (1942-1944), John 

Washbourne, (717) 647-2370 
USS Bon Homme Richard CV 31 M Div 

(May 1952-Jan 1953), Allen Greene, (701) 

572-2273, agreene@dia.net 
USS Bowie APA 137 (1944-1946), Duane R. 

Cole, (509) 526-0873, dpcole@bmi.net 
USS Bushnell AS 15, Samuel McGuire Jr., 

(276) 988-6206 
USS Lewis DE 535 (1959-decommission), 

Larry Brucker, (231) 865-6849, Ibrucker1@ 

aol.com 

USS LST 1251 (South Pacific, 1944-1946), 

Elmer Hill, (863) 965-2669, elmerhil® 
gte.net 

USS Moffett DD 362 (Sept 1942-Aug 
1945), Harold Nichols, (937) 675-2073, 
sherri9231@aol.com 

USS Monticello AP 61 (1945-1946), Ira 

Gilbert, (803) 278-0751, gilbermint® 
msn.com 

USS Saratoga CVA 60 V-3 Div (1963-1965), 

Jimmy Anselmo, (504) 888-3849 
VMA-142 "Flying Gators" & Mar Air 

Reserve Tng Det (NAS, Jacksonville, FL, 

1966-1968), Phil Burcham, (304) 988-1398 
VMF(N)-543 2nd MAW MAG-52 (WWII), 

Ken Collier, (760) 431-1457, ekcollier® 

pocketmail.com 
VMR-953 Trans Sqdn (Oahu, HI, WWII), 

George Shisler, (602) 569-7039 
WADF "Defenders" Football Team 

(Hamilton AFB, 1952-1953), Dick 

McKenzie, (239) 775-8304, richardem5@ 

cs.com 

TAPS 

Dominic V. Belloni, Dept. of Ohio. Nat l 

Distinguished Guests Cmte. Memb. 

1972- 1973, Nat'l Sec. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 

1973- 1976 and 1978-1979, Nat'l Mbrshp. 
& Post Activ. Cmte. Memb. 1975-1977 
and 1979-1981, Dept. Cmdr. 1981-1982, 
Nat'l Veterans Preference Cmte. Memb. 
1982-1986, Alt. Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Memb. 
1984-1986, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Memb. 
1986-1990, Nat'l Public Relations Cmsn. 
Liaison Cmte. 1986-1987, Nat'l Legis. 
Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. Memb. 1987-1989, 
Nat'l Veterans Affairs & Rehab. Cmsn. 
Liaison Cmte. Memb. 1989-1990, Nat'l 
Veterans Affairs & Rehab. Cmsn. Memb. 

1990- 1991, Nat'l Emblem Cmte. Memb. 

1991- 2003 and Nat'l Legis. Cncl. Memb. 
1993-1994, 1999-2000 and 2001-2003. 

Frank I. Hamilton, Dept. of Indiana. Nat'l 
Law & Order Cmte. Memb. 1958-1960 and 

1965- 1966, Nat'l Rehab. Cmsn. Advisory 
Board Memb. 1961-1964, Dept. Cmdr. 

1966- 1967, Nat'l Internal Affairs Cmsn. 
Memb. 1967-1976, Nat'l Internal Affairs 
Cmsn. Vice Chmn. 1973-1974, Nat'l Legis. 
Cmsn. Memb. 1974-1980, Nat'l Medical 
Care Advisory Cmte. Memb. 1975-1977, 
Nat'l Select Cmte. on Special Problems of 
the VA&R Program Consultant 1977-1979, 
Nat. Cmdr. 1979-1980, Nat'l Overseas 
Graves Decoration Trust Chmn. 1979- 

1980, Nat'l Overseas Graves Decoration 
Trust Memb. 1979-1982, Nat'l Advisory 
Cmte. to the Nat'l Cmdr. Chmn. 1980- 

1981, Nat'l Overseas Graves Decoration 




When you're in for the fight of 
your life, turn to a fellow veteran. 



For many vets, their battles are far from over. 
They're stricken with mesothelioma or lung 
cancer from exposure to asbestos in unsafe work 
environments. Burdened with skyrocketing medical 
costs, vets and their families need financial security. 

As a former Marine, I fought with you yesterday. 
As a seasoned attorney, I'll fight for you today. 
Coady attorneys have successfully represented 
vets in mesothelioma claims nationwide for over 
a decade. We've helped them understand their 
rights - and secured their rightful compensation. 

Trust in someone who served with you. Contact 
the Coady Law Firm - we leave no man behind. 




Bud Coady 

Harvard, 1979 
USMC, 1979-89, 1991 
Gulf War Veteran 



C D ADY 



FIRM 



For free medical and legal information, dial 1-888-802-MESO, or visit www.MIRG.org 

205 Portland Street • Boston, MA 02114 • E-Mail: info@coadylaw.com 



Vice Chmn. 1980-1981, Nat'l Legis. Cncl. 
Memb. 1981-1989 and Nat'l Advisory 
Cmte. to the Nat'l Cmdr. Vice Chmn. 
1981-1982. 

John E. Howe, Dept. of Maine. Nat'l 
Veterans Preference Cmte. Memb. 1956- 
1957 and 1977-1978, Nat'l Mbrshp. & Post 
Activ. Cmte. Memb. 1957-1958, Nat'l Sec. 
Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1964-1965, Nat'l Inter- 
American Cmte. Memb. 1964-1965, Nat'l 
Foreign Relations Cncl. Memb. 1965-1970, 
Dept. Cmdr. 1970-1971, Alt. Nat'l Exec. 
Cmte. Memb. 1972-1974, Nat'l Merchant 
Marine 1972-1975 and 1981-1984, Nat'l 
Rehab. Cmsn. Advisory Board Memb. 
1976-1977, Nat'l Legis. Cncl. Memb. 1977- 
1978 and Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Vice 
Chmn. 1980-1981. 



Richard B. Laing, Dept. of New Mexico. 

Nat'l Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. Memb. 
1958-1960 and 1961-1962, Nat'l Sec. 
Tng. Cmte. Memb. 1958-1962, Dept. 
Cmdr. 1961-1962, Nat'l Inter-American 
Cmte. Memb. 1962-1964, Nat'l Veterans 
Preference Cmte. Memb. 1963-1964, 
Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Memb. 1963- 
1964, Nat'l Amateur Radio Network 
Cmte. Memb. 1964-1965, Nat'l Counter- 
Subversive Activ. Cmte. Memb. 1964-1965 
and Nat'l Legis. Cncl. Memb. 1977-1978. 

Fredrick Miller, Dept. of Maryland. Nat'l 
Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1997-2003. 

Wendell Phillips, Dept. of Illinois. Nat'l 
Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. Memb. 
1982-1983 and Nat'l Legis. Cncl. Memb. 
1993-1994, 1999-2000 and 2001-2003. 
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Emblem Sales To Offer National Dedication Day Items 



American Legion Emblem 
Sales has announced new WW II 
Memorial National Dedication Day 
items to support the local activities 
of The American Legion Family. 

On Saturday May 29, 2004, the 
National WW II War Memorial will 
be dedicated in Washington D.C. 
In conjunction with the dedication, 
Legion family members in Posts, 
Units and Squadrons throughout 
the country are encouraged to 
coordinate community celebrations 
on Memorial Day weekend 2004 
to acknowledge the local men and 
women who served their country 
during World War II. 

American Legion Emblem Sales 
is offering National Dedication 
Day T-shirts, caps, and lapel tacks 
to support local celebrations. The 
items are to be worn by volunteers 
and attendees of local National 
Dedication Day activities, and 
may be used as giveaways or re- 
sold as fundraisers. All National 
Dedication Day items will be 
available for immediate delivery 



now until May 1, 2004, at which 
time the items will be available 
"first come-first serve" while 
quantities last. 

In addition, Walk-a-Thon items 
(T-shirts, caps, lapel tacks) are 
also available for those Posts who 
are sponsoring walk-a-thons to 
support the Children's Miracle 
Network in conjunction with 
National Dedication Day activities. 
Orders for Walk-a-thon items 
will be accepted now until April 
1, 2004, with all deliveries to be 
made between April 15 and May 
15, 2004. 

All items may be viewed 
and ordered online at emblem. 
legion.org, or may be ordered 
through American Legion Emblem 
Sales toll-free at 1-888-453-4466. 
The items will also be featured in 
the 2004 American Legion Emblem 
Catalog, which will be available in 
mid-November. For a free catalog, 
call toll-free at 1-888-453-4466. 



CLASSIFIED 



SEND ADVERTISING COPY AND REMITTANCE TO: 
Joan Rizzo, Classified Advertising, The American 
Legion Magazine, c/o Fox Associates, Inc., 347 
5th Ave., Suite 1110, New York, NY 10016. (212) 
725-2106, FAX (212) 779-1928. All Classified 
advertising is payable in advance by check or 
money order. Please make remittance payable 
to "The American Legion Magazine." RATES: 
$24 per word. Count street addresses and box 
numbers as two words; all city, state and zip 
codes as three words. CIRCULATION: 2,550,000 
per month. DEADLINE: Advertising copy must 
be received 60 days before cover date of issue 
desired. All advertisements are accepted at the 
discretion of the publisher. 

APPAREL 

SUSPENDERS. Patented "no-slip clip." Catalog, 
(800) 700-4515, www.suspenders.com. 

COINS & COLLECTIBLES 

BUFFALO SOLDIERS: Limited edition prints, stat- 
ues, Buffalo Soldiers, Civil War, Tuskegee Airmen, 
Black Western. Brochures, $4: P&L Enterprises, 
(800) 430-4452, www.buffalosoldier.nu. 

BOOKS & MAGAZINES 

IF YOU LIKE TO READ WORLD WAR II BOOKS, try 
this one. The Way I Remember It: World War II, 
by George A. Flynn. I saw action in Africa, Sicily, 
France, Belgium, Germany, and Czechoslavakia. I 
made two D-Day invasions, Sicily and Normandy, 
France. All with the 16th Infantry Regiment of the 
First Infantry Division. Now, if you would like to 
read this book, you can buy it at Barnes & Noble 
bookstores. Or, you can call 1st Books Library. 
They are the publishers, at (888) 280-7715. Or, 
visit www.1stbooks.com. Paperback, ISBN:1- 
4033-9501-2. Hardcover, ISBN: 1-4033-9502-0. 
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BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. Ivy House Pub- 
lishing Group. Write: 5122 Bur Oak Circle, Dept. 
AL, Raleigh, NC 27612, (800) 948-2786. 

CASINO SUPPLIES/PLAYING CARDS 

DRINK TOKENS. Catalog, (800) 233-0828. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

CIGARETTES AT DISCOUNT PRICES. Call toll-free, 
(877) 945-0862. Volume discounts, free shipping, 
free lighters. 

CIGARETTES START $9.75! Easy, fast, friendly, 
(877) 945-0704. 

OF INTEREST TO ALL 

WWW.VETSPARK.ORG. 

AFFORDABLE CIGARETTES Starting at $10.99. 
Call (800) 542-6042, www. 1 SingleFeather.com. 

PERSONALS 

MEET NICE SINGLES. Free catalog, (931) 879- 
4625. 

WWW.ASIAN-WOMEN.COM, (808) 325-7707. 

WANTED 

BOY SCOUT PATCHES, (940) 455-2519. 

SWORDS, (800) 798-6167. 

HELMETS, (215) 357-9060. 

OLD GUITARS, (800) 451-9728. 

WINE & BEER MAKING 

FREE CATALOG, (800) 841-7404. Kraus, 
Box 7850-LM, Independence, MO 64054, 
www.eckraus.com/offers/lm.asp. 




HEARING AIDS 

UP TO 60% SAVINGS 



30-DAY 
TRIAL 

TRY 
BEFORE 
YOU BUY 

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES! 

• ALL MAKES & MODELS * TERMS ARRANGED 
. 30 YRS. EXPERIENCE • ALL MAKE REPAIRS 
. CUSTOM INSTRUMENT SPECIALISTS • 

FOR FREE INFORMATION CALL: 

1-800-323-1212 

We're the oldest, biggest and best 

LLOYDS, DEPT. AL BOX 1645, ROCKF0RD, IL 61110 



I Like 




Eisenhower 
Commemorate 
2-Coin Deluxe 
Dollar Set 

Supreme Commander 
during World War II and 
President of the USA, 
honored twice on US 
coinage, 1971-78 Ike 
dollar and the beautiful 
1990 Eisenhower Centennial 
Silver Proof dollar. You receive both coins in proof 
quality and in original gov't packaging for only 
$39.95. Add $7.00 for postage & handling. Ask us 
about the complete 32 Coin IKE Dollar collection. 

Eastern Numismatics Inc 

642 Franklin Ave Garden City, N.Y. 11530 

1-800-835-0008 



Major 
Credit Cards 



2 SEAT BIKE 

DRIVES LIKE A CAR . 

• Easy to Pedal 

• Multi-Speed 

• 1, 2 &4 Seaters 

• Optional Electric Motor \ 

1-800-974-6233 Ext. 3386 • www.4wc.com/#3386 
MIAAItC r /An Dept. 3386 • 125 Rhoades Lane 
WIWHIlt/ UIK Hendersonville. Tennessee 37075 




FREE BROCHURE 



1 


J.S. MILITARY MEDALS & RIBBONS 




CO 

o 


nrn free catalog: 

m\m FREE SHIPPING! 


■hi 


1 


I f TOLL FREE TEL: 800-864-5062 
V VETS SUPPLY LINE 
JL 10550 CO. RD 81, #218 


1 


O 
Q 


^7 MAPLE GROVE, MN 55369 

JfF\ FREE RIBBON BAR MOUNTING - FAST DELIVERY 


m 

CO 


CUSTOM BALL CAPS-NAVY SHIP CAPS 


WEB SITE: www.vetssupplyline.com 
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MEN...LOOK TALLER! 




* Display Your* 
Military Awards! 



3000 Official 
Medals, Badges, 
^Patches & Insignia 
Army • Navy 
Marines 
.•Air Force 



Call for your rnCu Color Catalog 

1-800-486-1651 



webstore @ www.usmedals.com 



Loose Dentures? 



I PERMA-SOFT II 

| Professionally relinc your 
I Dentures inexpensively at Home! 
I One application lasts up to 2 years 
I Tightens, Cushions and Stops Gum Shrinkage! 
| FREE Brochure Call: 1-800-988-9194 or Write 
| Perma Labs, P.O. Box 134-L • Millersburg, Ohio 44654 



SINGERS! vocals 

Unlimited Free Backgrounds 
from Original Standard Recordings] 
Thompson Vocal Eiintina f Or™^ 
VE-4 Free Brochure /Demo fdflK'W 
24 Hour Demo Info Una , ^S^^F W 

f770>«a2-24B5 - en 73 

LT Sound Dept AL-1 7980 LT Parkway.Lithonia, G 

ww w. Ve» <nf EE lint in a fo cro m /< v .<?.< A t 
Be Her Than Karaoke For Over 25 Years J 
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• FREE COLOR CATALOG 

• 2500+ Military Designs 

• Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

• Call now! Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1 159 

• Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquiries welcome. 



by Hoover's Mfg., Co. 

P.O.Box 547AL, Peru, ll_ 61354 
Fax: 1-815-223-1499 



I 



RHODES HEARING 
FREE CATALOG! 

MINI-CANAL ^^KM 

mini- m lb 



ELEVATORS^.Shoes that make you appear 
up to 3" taller. Over100 styles. Money Back 
Guarantee. Hidden height increaser inside 
shoes. Making men taller since 1939. Call 
or write for FREE color catalog. 
www.elevatorshoes.eom/ 9.htm 

ELEVATORS® i 

RICHLEE SHOE CO., DEPT. AL3N 

P.O. BOX 3566, FREDERICK, MP 21705 



1-800-343-3810 



Enjoy an active 
'rewarding lifestyle! 

Scooter Lifts & Ramps Available. 
Quality & Savings You Deserve! 

1-800-229-1317 
Scooter Discounters 




A treasured symbol 
of your service 




Classic Military Rings are in a different 
league from typical school-style service rings. 
Over 140 rings available in silver or solid gold. 
Men's ring prices start at $147. 60 day 
money-back guarantee & lifetime warranty. 

Call for a FREE color catalog: 
1-503-731-9256 (24 hr. recorded 
message). Or write: Classic Military Rings, 
435SE85, Dept.A-1103, Portland OR 97216. 
www.ClassicRings.com [Code A-110T 



northAmerican Offers 
Moving Discounts 

save $$$ 

On Your Next 
Interstate Move! 

North American Van Lines offers 
American Legion members discounts 
on interstate moves. (Long Distance 
State to State). Let North American, 
the world's largest professional mover, 
transport your household goods with 
moving services to meet every need 
and budget. In addition to a discount, 
you will receive up to $50,000 coverage 
on your household goods at no charge. 

For more information or a free 
estimate call: North American Van 
Lines/Moving Solutions. 

1-800-524-5533 

Email: andy2828@aol.com 



Need Sleep? P ^ 

ADJUSTABLE BED" 



In-Home 
90 Day i 
Trial 




mn mm 



800401-8692 

Or write to: Sleep Comfort Adjustable Beds 
15950 Bernardo Center Dr., #B, San Diego, CA 92127 

www.sleep-comfort.com 



[ 
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SAVE HUNDREDS! 
• 45 DAY TRIAL! 



CALL OR WRITE: 

RHODES HEARING 

201 R11 OHIO ST., 
Brookport, IL 62910 
1-800-320-3300 EXT R1 



AWARD CASES 

ALSO MEDALS AND RIBBONS 
Solid hardwood, gunstockwatnutfinish. Full 1 " 
between glass and black, blue, red or white 
velvety mounting board. 5"x7" -$18.95, 
8"x10" -$24.95, 11 "x14" -$29.95, 
14"x20" - $39.95, 20 "x24" -$59.95. Add 
$5.00 shipping per case. (No P.O. Boxes) 
R. ANDREW FULLER COMPANY 

Box 2071-L, Pawtucket, Rl 02861 
VISA/MCAccepted (WriteforFREECatalog) 





IMPOTENCE 

iMPd^/m. 

• VACUUM THERAPY SYSTEM 

• 95% SUCCESS 

• FDA AND MEDICARE APPROVED 

Osco Savon Eckerd 

FOR FREE INFORMATION CALL: 

1-800- 475-3091 






www.militarymatters.com 



Box A-3976 Dept.L Chicago,Il 60690 
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parting shots | 

"I come from a 
family where gravy 
is considered a 
beverage." 

- Erma Bombeck 



WHAT DID THE MOTHER turkey 
say to her disobedient children? 
"If your father could see you 
now, he'd turn over in his gravy." 

A WOMAN picked through the 
frozen turkeys at the grocery store, 
but she couldn't find one large 
enough to feed her family. "Do 
these turkeys get any bigger?" she 
asked a stock boy. "No, ma'am," 
he replied. "They're dead." 

WHY ENGLISH ISN'T EASY 

■ The bandage was wound 
around the wound. 

■ The farm was used to produce 
produce. 

■ The dump was so full it had to 
refuse more refuse. 

■ A bass was painted on the 
head of the bass drum. 

■ I did not object to the object. 

■ The insurance was invalid for 
the invalid. 

■ They were too close to the door 
to close it. 

■ The wind was too strong to 
wind the sail. 

■ Upon seeing the tear in the 
painting, I shed a tear. 

■ I had to subject the subject to a 
series of tests. 






". . . and get three or four estimates first." 
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"Agnes, I specifically asked you not to make a big production of my birthday." 



IN TENNESSEE, a man sees a 
sign in front of a house: "Talking 
Dog for Sale." He rings the bell, 
and the owner tells him the dog 
is in the backyard. The guy goes 
into the backyard and sees a 
black mutt sitting. 
"You talk?" he asks. 
"Yep," the mutt replies. 
"So, what's your story?" 
The mutt looks up and says, 
"Well, I discovered this gift 
pretty young and I wanted to 
help the government, so I told the 
CIA about my gift. In no time 
they had me jetting from country 
to country, sitting in rooms with 
spies and world leaders, because 
no one figured a dog would be 
eavesdropping. 

"I was one of their most valuable 
spies eight years running. The 
jetting around tired me 
out, and I knew I wasn't 
getting any younger. So I 
signed up for a job at the 
airport to do some 
undercover security work, 
mostly wandering near 
suspicious characters and 
listening in. I uncovered 
some incredible dealings 
there and was awarded a 
batch of medals. Had a 
wife and a mess of 
puppies, and now I'm just 
retired." 

The guy is amazed. He 
goes back in and asks 
the owner what he wants 
for the dog. "Ten dol- 



"We were going over some of your 
returns from a past life, and ..." 

lars," the owner says. 

"This dog is amazing," the guy 
says. "Why on earth are you 
selling him so cheap?" 

"He's such a liar," the owner 
replies. "He didn't do any of that 
stuff." 

A LITTLE GIRL, dressed in her 
Sunday best, ran as fast as she 
could, trying not to be late for 
Bible class. As she ran, she 
prayed, "Dear Lord, please don't 
let me be late." Soon she tripped 
on a curb and fell, getting her 
clothes dirty and tearing her 
dress. She got up, brushed herself 
off and started running again. As 
she ran, she once again began to 
pray, "Dear Lord, please don't let 
me be late. But please don't shove 
me either." 




W Asbestos 
tejCancer Hits 
Former 
Sailors 



Many sailors who served their country proudly aboard 
ships in the World War II, Korean, and Vietnam War eras, 
are now being diagnosed with asbestos-related cancers. 



For Compensation Information: 

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
or lung cancer, diagnosis/death, 
please contact: 



The David Law Firm* 




"Defeating today's Goliaths' 



Toll Free 1-800-998-9729 

Email: info@thedavidlawfirm.com 
www.asbestos-attorney.com/n4658 



(Law Offices of Jonathan David, P.C.*) 
10655 Six Pines Drive, #260 
The Woodlands, TX 77380 
(Greater Houston Area) 

Handling cases nationwide with 
local co-counsel in state of filing. 



N Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas. 
Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. 



For Medical Information: 

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
patients, please contact: 



Mesothelioma Web 

Hope * Support * Help 



Toll Free 1-877-367-6376 

Email: info@mesotheliomaweb.org 
www.mesotheliomaweb.org/n4658 



The most comprehensive 
resource for Mesothelioma 
patients and their families. 
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Detachable 
Hood 



ind 



Two 
Chest 
Pockets! 



Inside 
Chest ' 
Pocket! 



Winter Doesn't Stand a Chance! 

Not with this new Stag Hill Parka. 
Here's why: 

Polyester/cotton shell with 
plenty of polyester fiberfill 
insulation plus warm acrylic 
and nylon lining. 

Plus all the bells & whistles: 

• New "Aztec" pattern inside! 

• 7 handy pockets! 

• Easy zip front with 

snap storm flap! 
• Detachable hood! 
• Drawstring waist! 

if! 



t 



Two 
Double Entry 
Cargo Pockets * 



Tan 



Burgundy 



5 



Imported 



| visit us at 

www.haband.com 



Duke Habernickel, Pres. 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Peckville, PA 18452 



Order Here! f 

Parka W»- 



2 for 73.95 3 for 107.75 



Haband 1600 Pennsylvania Ave, 

Send parkas. I enclose $ 

toward postage. GA residents add sales tax 



Peckville, PA 18452 

purchase price plus $&€£f 
f 



Regular Sizes: S(34-36) 
M(38-40) L(42-44) XL(46-48) 
*Big Men (just $6 more each): 
2XL(50-52) 

3XL(54-56) 4XL(58-60) 



□ VISA □ 



© 77N-30603 


WHAT 
SIZE? 


HOW 
MANY? 




02| TAN 



















_Exp.: 



Ms. 



(Card #_ 
I Mr. Mrs. 

I Address 

] City & State . 

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed or Full Refund of Purchase Price at Any Time! 



_ Apt. # . 



.Zip. 



